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ANTH 13 

Archaeology 

 

Fall 2021-80 (44397)  

San José State University 

Department of Anthropology/ College of Social Sciences 

 

Course and Contact Information 
 

Instructor: Gustavo Flores 

Office Location: Virtual/Zoom 

Email: Gustavo.flores@sjsu.edu 

Office Hours: by appointment 

Class Days/Time: Asynchronous  

Classroom: Virtual/Zoom 

 
GE/SJSU Studies Category: 

 
GE A3: Critical Thinking 

 
Canvas and MYSJSU Messaging 

 

Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, assignment instructions, etc. can be found on Canvas 

Learning Management System course login website at http://sjsu.instructure.com. 
 

Course Description 

How archaeologists invent their own version of the past, illustrated with compelling Old and New World 

discoveries from early prehistory to the present. How archaeological sites are discovered, excavated and 

analyzed; how facts are tested, and fictions unmasked. 

 

This course is going to introduce to the concepts, theories, data and models of anthropological archaeology that 

contribute to our knowledge of humans’ past, especially when there is no writing history. We will explore what 

archaeology is and is not. We will explore how archaeology has developed and how it has changed. We will 

explore the involvement of many new communities and discuss some of the professional and ethical problems 

between the practice of archaeology today and the conservation, pro

mailto:Gustavo.flores@sjsu.edu
http://sjsu.instructure.com/


Archaeology, ANTH13, Fall, 2021 Page 2 of 6 
 

Course Format 

Online course 
 

General Education Learning Outcomes 

Students shall be able to: 

1. locate and evaluate sources, through library research, and integrate research through appropriate citation 

and quotation; 

2. present effective arguments that use a full range of legitimate rhetorical and logical strategies to 

articulate and explain their position on complex issues in dialogue with other points of view; 

3. effectively locate, interpret, evaluate, and synthesize evidence in a comprehensive way in support of 

one’s ideas; 

4. identify and critically evaluate the assumptions in and the context of an argument; 

5. effectively distinguish and convey inductive and deductive patterns as appropriate, sequencing 

arguments and evidence logically to draw valid conclusions and articulate related outcomes 

(implications and consequences). 
 

Required Textbooks 

Archaeology Essentials: Theories, Methods, and Practice - With Registration Card PAPERBACK 

by Renfrew, Colin / Bahn, Paul (9780500841389) - 4TH 18 (Ebook is also available) 

 

Rubbish! The Archaeology of Garbage PAPERBACK 

by Rathje, William L. / Murphy, Cullen (9780816521432) – 01(Ebook is also available) 

 
 

Other Readings 

Supplementary course readings or handouts in PDF format. Available on the course Canvas page. 

 
 

Course Requirements 

Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum of 

45 hours over the length of the course (normally 3 hours per unit per week with 1 of the hours used for lecture) 

for instruction or preparation/studying or course related activities including but not limited to completing 

assignments, labs, clinical practica, and so on. Other course structures will have equivalent workload 

expectations as described in the syllabus. More details about student workload can be found in University 

Policy S12-3 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-3.pdf. 
 

Course assignments and Grading Information 

 
This course must be passed with a C- or better as an SJSU graduation requirement. 

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-3.pdf


mailto:Silke.Higgins@sjsu.edu
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B plus 86 to 89 % 

B 83 to 85% 

B minus 80 to 82% 

C plus 76 to 79% 

C 73 to 75% 

C minus 70 to 72% 

D plus 66 to 69% 

D 63 to 65% 

D minus 60 to 62% 
  

Classroom Protocol and Policies 

¶ I do not drop students for non-attendance; you are responsible for your registration status. 

¶ A grade of Incomplete will not be given to avoid an F in the class. 

 

¶ 

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F15-7.pdf
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be able to take a make-up a test (or turn in a late assignment). Make-up exams will only be scheduled within one week 
from the original due date (I do not provide a study guide). 

 

¶ The Final Exam cannot be made-up. Students must take the Final Exam at the scheduled time or 

earlier with the approval of the instructor.

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S17-1.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
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