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regularly checking with the messaging system through MySJSU or Canvas to learn of any up-
dates. 

Course Description 
Sexuality is a fundamental aspect of human life, and this course will examine human sexuality as 
a dense site of cultural shaping, social reproduction, power, and control.  The course will discuss  
biological and sociocultural facets of human sexuality. Evolution and physiology of sex, repro-
ductive biology/ethics and cross-cultural expression of sexual behavior. 

Area S Learning Outcomes 
After successfully completing the course, students shall be able to:  

1. Describe how identities (i.e. religious, gender, ethnic, racial, class, sexual orientation, 
disability, and/or age) are shaped by cultural and societal influences within contexts of 
equality and inequality.  
 This will be accomplished through readings, lectures and in-class activities, and 
writing assignments that focus on the role of sexuality in identity and social inequality 
cross culturally. Relevant topics include: history of sexual orientation cross-culturally, 
HIV and global health, contraception access, gender and sex differentiations cross-cul-
turally. 

2. Describe historical, social, political, and economic processes producing diversity, equali-
ty, and structured inequalities in the U.S.  
 This will be accomplished through course readings, lectures and in-class activi-
ties, and writing assignments that study American religious attitudes toward sex, the gay 
rights movement, the role of sexuality in racism, commercialism and sex, and sexual vio-
lence on American campuses. 

3. Describe social actions which have led to greater equality and social justice in the U.S. 
(i.e. religious, gender, ethnic, racial, class, sexual orientation, disability, and/or age).  
 This will be accomplished through course readings, lectures, films and audio, and 
writing assignments that focus on the history of social movements fighting sexual diver-
sity and gender discrimination, the history of marriage and race in the US, and shifts in 
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https://fod-infobase-com.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=29835
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMS4VJKekW8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U8BlIJVagJ0
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/growing-up-trans/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yNE6nv3-l1w
https://video-alexanderstreet-com.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/watch/the-pill
https://www.ted.com/talks/julia_sweeney_has_the_talk?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/helen_fisher_why_we_love_why_we_cheat
https://sjsu.kanopy.com/video/nothing-without-us


Class Protocol and Policies 

1. Check Canvas and SJSU email regularly for updates or changes to schedule. 
2. Plagiarism will result in an automatic 0 points for the assignment and referral to the SJSU 

Committee on Academic Integrity 
3. Late assignments and exams will not be accepted unless accompanied by documented proof of 

personal or family medical emergency.  There will be no exceptions so please download and/
or work on your assignments well in advance of due date and time. 

4. All submissions must be in the form of an attachment in PDF format; no google docs or other 
file types.  All submissions must include all essential information (course number and section; 
full formal name registered with SJSU; assignment name).  Submissions that do not fulfill 
these basic requirements will not be assessed. 

5. All correspondence will be conducted via canvas and canvas message.  Include proper subject 
headings (course number and section, full name, topic) and standard business letter format to 
receive a response. 
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https://sjsu.kanopy.com/video/times-harvey-milk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ag4GenAVVws
https://www.ted.com/talks/justin_baldoni_why_i_m_done_trying_to_be_man_enough/transcript?rss
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zP3LaAYzA3Q
https://sjsu.kanopy.com/video/live-nude-girls-unite


Email and Email Etiquette Policies

I will do my best to respond to emails promptly on weekdays during business hours. However, I 
will only respond to polite emails that conform to a professional format (see below). I will not 
respond to emails that request information that can be 1) found in the syllabus; 2) about missed 
lectures; 3) information presented in lecture; 4) questions concerning grades because this is not 
legal information for me to reveal over email; 5) extensive questions that should be addressed 
during office hours; 6) electronic papers; 7) paper drafts (drafts must be addressed during office 
hours).



Limit Your Distractions/Avoid Multitasking: You can make it easier to focus on the  
meeting by turning off notifications, closing or minimizing running apps, and putting  
your smartphone away (unless you are using it to access Zoom).  
Use Appropriate Virtual Backgrounds: If using a virtual background, it should be  



/ecampus/support/
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S90-5.pdf
http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/narr/catalog/rec-12234.12506.html
http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/narr/catalog/rec-12234.12506.html
http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html
http://www.sjsu.edu/provost/services/academic_calendars/
http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/
http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/


Consent for Recording of Class and Public Sharing of Instructor Material 

University Policy S12-7, http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-7.pdf, requires students to obtain 
instructor’s permission to record the course and the following items to be included in the syl-
labus: 

• “Common courtesy and professional behavior dictate that you notify someone when you 
are recording him/her. You must obtain the instructor’s permission to make audio or 
video recordings in this class. Such permission allows the recordings to be used for your 
private, study purposes only. The recordings are the intellectual property of the instructor; 
you have not been given any rights to reproduce or distribute the material.”  

o It is suggested that the greensheet include the instructor’s process for granting 
permission, whether in writing or orally and whether for the whole semester or on 
a class by class basis.  

o In classes where active participation of students or guests may be on the record-
ing, permission of those students or guests should be obtained as well.  

• “Course material developed by the instructor is the intellectual property of the instructor 
and cannot be shared publicly without his/her approval. You may not publicly share or 
upload instructor generated material for this course such as exam questions, lecture notes, 
or homework solutions without instructor consent.” 

Academic integrity 

Your commitment, as a student, to learning is evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State 
University.  The University Academic Integrity Policy S07-2 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/
S07-2.pdf requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are re-
quired to report all infractions to the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The 
Student Conduct and Ethical Development website

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-7.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S07-2.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/
http://www.sjsu.edu/president/docs/directives/PD_1997-03.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/aec
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