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Note: this syllabus is not a contract.  It is subject to further change or revision, to best realize the educational goals 
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reliance. Through hands on activities, students will gain a theoretical understanding of how 
different economies work and a practical toolkit for evaluating a diverse range of economic 
possibilities.  

Course Learning Outcomes:  
Students who successfully complete this course will: 
 

1. Explain the difference between conventional views of economies and diverse views of 
economies 

2. Learn to critique different economic assumptions and review a range of different 
economic approaches and practices  

3. Articulate their own arguments and opinions about the benefits and consequences of 
different economic practices and systems on the basis of empirical evidence and reasoned 
analysis 

4. Develop their analytical, research, reading, and writing skills 

Course Format: This will be an asynchronous online course, taught in modular format. This 
means that there are no designated class meeting times. Rather, all course material will be posted 
in modular format on the course Canvas site. There are 6 course modules. Each module contains 
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Note on “rounding” grades: The grades here have already been “rounded up” – meaning, if you 
earn an 89.5, I round up to give you an A minus (rather than a B plus). Grades will not be 
rounded up further than what is already stated here.  
 
For your own protection, you should keep a copy of everything you hand in, and you should keep 
your graded assignments at least until grades are finalized at the end of the semester, and in the 
event you wish to contest any grades. 
 
Course Requirements and Assignments: 
 
Assignment/Exam Tot

al 
Pts 

% of 
Grade  

Syllabus Quiz 10 3.5% 
6 Reading Responses (10 points each) 60 19.3% 
6 Discussion Board Posts & Responses (10 points each) 60 19.3% 
Writing Assignment #1 60  19.3% 
Writing Assignment #2 60 19.3% 
Final Writing Assignment #3 60 19.3% 
Total Points Possible 310 100% 

 
Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, 
a minimum of 45 hours over the length of the course for instruction, preparation/studying, or 
course related activities, including but not limited to internships, labs, and clinical practica (this 
equates to three hours per unit per week, or 9 hours per week for a 3 unit course). Other course 
structures will have equivalent workload expectations as described in the syllabus. 
 
Final grades for the course will be assigned on basis of the following. Refer to the course 
schedule located on Canvas for the most current due dates, as these may change after the 
posting of this syllabus. Please note that these are summary descriptions. Detailed instructions 
for each assignment will be posted on the course site. 

1. Syllabus Quiz (10 points, 3.5% of final grade) 

Each student is required to read through this syllabus and complete a syllabus quiz 
(located on Canvas) before proceeding with the course material. You must receive an 
80% or higher and you can repeat the quiz until you reach it up until the quiz due date.  

2. Reading Responses (60 points total, ~20% of final grade) 

Each module will have one reading response (6 total, 10 points each). Reading Response 
are short-answer quizzes. For each module, you will be given one short prompt. You will 
write one short paragraph (4-5 sentences). You must show engagement with the readings 
or lectures (with citations) to get full credit. You will be asked to critically think about 
materials from the readings and lectures, so you’ll need to have thought about the course 
materials to pass. Reading Responses are graded pass/fail. 
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3. Discussion Posts (60 points total, ~20% of final grade) 

In response to each module’s prompt (6 total), students will make one Discussion Post (50-
100 words). Each student’s post should have an interesting or provocative title so that 
others will want to read and respond to the post. Each post is worth 6 points. Posts are 
graded on a pass/fail basis. To pass, posts must (1) be at least 50-100 words, (2) have an 
interesting or provocative title, and (3) be relevant to the discussion topic.  
 
Within 24 hours of the post deadline, students must post a response to two other classmates’ 
initial post that are no more than 50 words and engage in critical or substantive ways with 
the initial post (e.g., exemplar, critique, question). Each response is worth 2 points (4 points 
total). These responses are graded on a pass/fail basis. To pass and earn full points 
responses must (1) adhere to the word limit and (2) engage critically or substantively with 
the initial post it is responding to. 

4. Assignments (~60% of final grade) 

There will be three hands-on activities that apply the materials we study. These 
assignments require you to conduct independent research beyond our course material, and 
use that research to synthesize the lessons and arguments we cover in the course. The final 
assignment prompts (and detailed instructions) will be posted on the course Canvas site. 
These prompts are posted here to give you an idea of what you will be doing, but please be 
sure to follow the detailed directions on our Canvas site when completing the assignments.  

 
Assignment 1: You Are an Activist 
In this hypothetical scenario, you are an activist in your local community. You are seeking 
to mobilize people to build awareness of the consequences of climate change and inspire a 
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grade. Students can request an extension without penalty only in cases of medical or 
personal emergencies/circumstances approved by the instructor. 

 
Please note:  If there is a system-wide outage when an assignment is due you will not be 
punished for not turning it in on time, but will be required to turn it in by the newly stated day 
and time. 
 
Discussions  
This course will rely heavy upon your thoughts and insights as we complete discussions via the 
online discussion boards  

• Respect others’ rights to hold opinions and beliefs that differ from your own. When you 
disagree, challenge or critique the idea, not the person. 

• Listen/read carefully to what others are saying/writing even when you disagree. 
Comments that you make (asking for clarification, sharing critiques, expanding on a 




