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2. Awareness of the diverse past and present cultures in which humans have lived.  

3. Knowledge of the significant findings of archaeology, cultural anthropology, and physical anthropology, 
and familiarity with the important issues in each sub-discipline.  

*4. Knowledge of the history of anthropological thought and its place in modern intellectual history.  

5. Comprehension of multiculturalism as a significant phenomenon shaping global society.  

Skills  
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Required Texts/Readings 

Required Textbooks 

LeCompte, Margaret D., and Jean J. Schensul. 2010. Designing and Conducting Ethnographic Research, 2nd 
Edition. New York: Altamira Press.  

Emerson, Robert M., Rachel I. Fretz, and Linda L. Shaw. 2011. Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes, 2nd Edition. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Other Readings (Available Through Canvas) 

Faas, A.J. 2018. “Reading is Re-reading, or Brother, Must I Be So Dense?” Remarks from Discussion at 2018 
Society for Applied Anthropology Roundtable “Culture and Disaster Action Network: What Can We Learn 
about Culture from Practitioners' Stories about their Work on Disasters?” 

Faas, A.J. .2017. Enduring Cooperation: Time, Discipline, and Minga Practice in Disaster-induced 
Displacement and Resettlement in the Ecuadorian Andes. Human Organization 76(2):99-108. 

Faas, A. J., Roberto Barrios, Virginia García-Acosta, Adriana Garriga-López, Seven Mattes, and Jennifer 
Trivedi. 2020. “Entangled Roots and Otherwise Possibilities: The Anthropology of Disasters COVID-19 
Research Agenda.” Special Issue on COVID-19. Human Organization 79(4): 333–342.** 

Faas, A.J., and Eric C. Jones. 2017. “Social Network Analysis of Individuals in Hazards and Disasters.” In Social 
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organized as a single, integrated research team and such teams demand the participation of all their members. 
It is difficult to participate if you appear infrequently. You are expected to be respectful of other students, the 
professor, and opinions, be mindful and courteous in your participation, and avoid dominating discussions. 
Furthermore, things do not always unfold as planned on tidy syllabi, especially in a course built around real-
world research experiences. You are responsible for any changes in dates or assignments that are announced 
in class. If you miss class, please contact another student for notes and see visit the instructor during office 
hours if you need assistance.  

2. Data Exercises (60 percent of final grade). Here is the core of the course. Each student will complete four 
exercises that will sharpen your mastery of ethnographic data collection methods. Detailed descriptions of 
each assignment will be distributed per the class calendar. They are as follows:  

a. Observation Exercise (10 percent of final grade). Each student will conduct two hours of participant 
observation of a site or behavior that has changed as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Planned 
sites or behaviors are subject to the approval of the instructor (you will submit your plans on a 
Google Sheet).  

i. This will likely entail multiple instances of participant observation (e.g., a visit to the 
supermarket will likely take only 30 minutes, so you would document four visits).  

ii. Please note that this exercise does not require you to put yourself into situations that are any 
more risky than situations in your normal life (e.g., going to the grocery store) and alternative 
exercises will be made available for students who cannot participate in this level of 
observation given their current or pre-existing circumstances (e.g., medical, familial).  

iii. When performing observations for the course, you are expected to adhere to the health and 
safety requirements set forth by the Santa Clara County Public Health Department in 
response to COVID-19. 

iv. This involves extensive fieldnote taking.  

v. Submit your complete fieldnotes as a Word Document to the Project Google Drive using the 
title YOURLASTNAME_Observation.Fieldnotes_MMDDYY 

vi. Submit a report describing and analyzing the experiences as a Word Document to the 
Project Google Drive using the title 
YOURLASTNAME_Observation.Excercise_MMDDYY. Detailed instructions for the 
report are available on Canvas.  

b. Screener surveys (10 percent of final grade). Each student will recruit 6 students from outside the 
class to complete semi-structured interviews. Each recruit who agrees to sit for an interview will 
complete an online screener survey. You must have six people completing the screener survey citing 
you as the reference and at least three of them must be willing to sit for the interview (though, 
honestly, we really need them all to be willing; otherwise, we really don’t need them to do the 
screener survey 😊) 

c. Semi-structured Interviews (20 percent of final grade). Each student will conduct two ethnographic 
interviews with SJSU students and transcribe and analyze them. See instructions on Canvas and in 
class. 

i. Submit the recordings and transcripts of each to the Project Google Drive.  

d. Analytical Paper - Domain and Theme Analysis (20 percent of final grade). Each student will read at 
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3. Reflective Essay Exam (15 percent of final grade). You will answer three essay questions in this take-home 
exam, linking best practices in the readings and lectures with your own experiences and reflections in 
designing ethnography. The essays will be submitted as Word Documents through Canvas.  

Final Examination or Evaluation 

4. Final Culminating Presentation (15 percent of final grade). Each student will join a group that is responsible 
for developing, documenting, and presenting an analysis of trends in care practices and/or healthcare 
seeking. Present one, 15-minute presentation per team per the instructions we agree upon. We will meet to 
present during the final exam period. This is a group endeavor and late materials cannot be accepted. 
Students will receive individual grades. 

 

Formatting & Grading Information  





Ethnographic Methods, ANTH 149-01, Fall, 2021   Page 7 of 10  

ANTH 149 Ethnographic Methods, Fall 2021, Course Schedule 

The tentative course calendar includes assignment due dates, exam discussion and due dates, and the date of 
final culminating activity, subject to change with fair notice. The schedule is subject to change with fair notice 
and announcements will be made on Canvas and/or by mySJSU notification.  

Readings marked with asterisks ** are available on Canvas. 
 

Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

1 Monday,08/
23 

Syllabus, Project Overview and Class Structure 

1 Wednesday, 
08/25 

Introduction to Ethnography, Ethnography in Anthropology 

Reading 
Designing and Conducting Ethnographic Research, Chapters 1-4 

2 Monday, 
08/30 

Ethnography and Research Design 

Reading 

Schensul and LeCompte (2013) Essential Data Collection** 

Schensul and LeCompte (2013) Defining and Entering the Field** 

2 Wednesday, 
09/01 

Introducing the Project: Social Support & Mutual Aid in Disaster 

Reading 

Faas, A.J. 2017. Enduring Cooperation: Time, Discipline, and Minga Practice in 
Disaster-induced Displacement and Resettlement in the Ecuadorian Andes** 

Faas, A.J., and Eric C. Jones. 2017. Social Network Analysis of Individuals in 
Hazards and Disasters** 

Faas, A. J., Roberto Barrios, Virginia García-Acosta, Adriana Garriga-López, 
Seven Mattes, and Jennifer Trivedi. 2020. “Entangled Roots and Otherwise 
Possibilities: The Anthropology of Disasters COVID-19 Research Agenda.” 
Special Issue on COVID-19. Human Organization 79(4): 333–342.** 

Screener Survey Assignment Distributed 
3 Monday, 

09/06 NO CLASS – LABOR DAY HOLIDAY 

3 Wednesday, 
09/08 

Introducing the Project, Part II 

Reading 
Designing and Conducting Ethnographic Research, Chapter 6 

4 Monday, 
09/13 

Participant Observation and Note Taking, Part I 

Reading 

Emerson et al., chapters 1-2 

Participant observation exercise distributed 
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

9 Monday, 
10/18 

Coding and Analysis, Part I 

Reading 
Designing and Conducting Ethnographic Research, Chapter 7 

9 Wednesday, 
10/20 

Coding and Analysis, Part II 

Reading 
Emerson et al., chapter 6 

10 Monday, 
10/25 

Structured Observation 

In-Class Workshop: Mapping, documenting interactions and practices 

10 Wednesday, 
10/27 

Ethics, Part II 

Reading 
Scheper-Hughes, Nancy. 1995. The Primacy of the Ethical (pp. 409-420)** 

Optional Reading 

Marino, Elizabeth, Joyce Rivera-Gonzalez, Mara Benadusi, Alexa Dietrich, Mo 
Hamza, Alessandra Jerolleman, and Adam Koons. 2020. “COVID-19 and All the 
Things That Kill Us: Research Ethics in the Time of Pandemic.” Practicing 
Anthropology 42(4):36-40.** 

11 Monday, 
11/01 

Ethics, Part III 

Analytical Paper Assignment Distributed and Reviewed 
Semi-structured Interviews Due 

11 Wednesday, 
11/03 

Workshop: Supervised Group Interview Reading Time 

Reading 




