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  CS	46B:	INTRODUCTION	TO	DATA	STRUCTURES	
San	José	State	University	
Computer	Science	Department	
Section	01,	Spring	2020	
 

COURSE	AND	CONTACT	INFORMATION	

Instructor:		 	 Wendy	Lee	Ph.D.	
Office	Location:		 MacQuarrie	Hall	413	(MQ	413)	
Email:		 	 wendy.lee@sjsu.edu	
Office	Hours:		
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COURSE	DESCRIPTION	

Stacks	and	queues,	recursion,	lists,	dynamic	arrays,	binary	search	trees.	Iteration	
over	 collections.	 Hashing.	 Searching,	 elementary	 sorting.	 Big-O	 notation.	
Standard	collection	classes.	
	
COURSE	LEARNING	OUTCOME	(CLO)	

Upon	successful	completion	of	this	course,	students	will	be	able	to:		
1. Use	and	work	with	basic	structures	such	as	linked	lists,	stacks,	queues,	

binary	search	trees,	and	iterators.		
2. 
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2. Homework	 (30%):	 There	 will	 be	 approximately	 8	 substantial	

programming	 assignments.	 No	 late	 homework	 will	 be	 accepted	 for	 any	
reason.	All	homework	must	be	your	own	individual	work.	It	is	okay	to	have	
general	 discussions	 about	 the	 homework	 or	 read	 other	 materials	 for	
inspiration.	You	may	not	copy	anything	from	any	other	student,	 textbook,	
website	at	all.	Your	work	must	be	entirely	your	own.	 It	 is	never	okay	to	
share	your	 code	with	other	students.	 If	 the	 other	person	 submits	 your	
work,	both	students	will	immediate	fail	the	entire	course.	Copying	code	from	
sources	 other	 than	 your	 own	 is	 considered	 plagiarizing.	 If	 caught	
plagiarizing,	you	will	fail	the	entire	course	and	will	be	reported	to	the	
Student	Conduct	and	Ethical	Development.	Please	refer	to	the	University	
Academic	 Integrity	 Policy	 F15-7	 (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F15-
7.pdf).	
	
Homework	must	be	submitted	within	Canvas	by	10:00	pm	on	the	follow	
dates:	

o HW	1:	Sunday,	2/2,	10	pm	
o HW	2:	Sunday,	2/9,	10	pm	
o HW	3:	Sunday,	2/16,	10	pm	
HW



 
CS46B	Introduction	to	Data	Structures,	Section	01,	Spring	2020																		 			Page				of	7	

 
 

4 

7) There	are	2	roles,	“Driver”	and	“Scribe”,	in	each	team.	You	and	your	lab	
partner	will	switch	roles	week	to	week.	The	driver	runs	Eclipse	and	
submits	 a	 simple	 lab	 report.	 The	 scribe	 writes	 a	 more	 detailed	 lab	
report.	Lab	assignments	clearly	state	what	each	report	should	contain.		

8) If	you	and	your	partner	are	stuck,	ask	your	lab	instructor.	Don’t	expect	
your	 instructor	 to	give	you	answers;	expect	 to	be	given	 ideas	about	
how	to	get	un-stuck.	

9) Don’t	 ask	 the	 lab	 instructor	 about	 the	 homework.	 The	 lab	 is	 not	 a	
general	tutoring	facility.	

	
4. Exams	(60%):	

o Midterm	Exams	(30%):		
§ 

	

§
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GRADING	INFORMATION	

Grading	Scale:	
Point	Range	 Letter	Grade	 Point	Range	 Letter	Grade	
97.0	–
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ADDITIONAL	INFORMATION	

Piazza		
• Have	a	question?	Ask	it	on	Piazza		
• Have	an	answer?	Submit	it.	**	Note:	Do	not	submit	program	code	in	Piazza		
• If	you	email	me	a	question	about	 the	course	material,	 I	will	 repost	 it	on	

Piazza	and	answer	it	there.	Only	email	me	with	personal	and	confidential	
questions.	
	

Clicker	Questions	
• Several	times	per	class,	 there	will	be	a	“clicker”	question	to	record	your	

active	participation.		
• You	will	log	in	to	Piazza.	You	may	be	asked	to	answer	a	question	or	record	

that	you	participated		
• You	get	a	point	for	each	answer	(even	if	it's	wrong	or	you	were	unable	to	

do	the	activity	correctly).	The	point	is	for	being	in	class	and	participating.	
	
	
	

COURSE	SCHEDULE	

The	 course	 schedule	 is	 subject	 to	 change	 with	 fair	 notice.	 Changes	 will	 be	
announced	on	Canvas.	
	
Week	 Date	 Topics	
2 1/27 Why are data structures important? Inheritance 
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Week	 Date	 Topic	
8 3/11 Sorting and searching: algorithm complexity, Big-O 

HW5 due Sunday 3/15, 10 pm 


