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CS 154-03: Formal Languages and Computability Syllabus 
San José State University, Spring 2021 

Instructor Information 

Instructor Email Zoom Office Hours 
Yan Chen 

https://sjsu.zoom.us/s/86968435343
https://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F17-4.pdf
https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1416858
https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/87347407637
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Course Materials 

There is no required text for this course other than all the materials (lecture notes, homework, etc.) on Canvas. You 
are responsible for regularly checking the Canvas course page for any updates, including its messaging system. 

Further Readings 
 Peter Linz, "An Introduction to Formal Languages and Automata," 5th edition, Jones & Bartlett Learning, ISBN-

13: 978-1449615529 

 The references at the end of each lecture note. 

Course Requirements and Assignments  

There will be weekly assignments (optional), a midterm (optional) and a final (mandatory). No high-

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S17-1.pdf
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Grading Information 

There will be 125 points available (at least), including extra credits from optional exercises/activities, as shown in 
the following table. More details will be given in class.  

 Points Details 

Final Exam 100.00 Can be substituted/averaged with final project 

(Optional) Midterm 2.00 2 pts if grade over 50% (all-or-nothing) 

(Optional) Assignments 21.00 14 assignments total, 1.5 pts each 

(Optional) Others 2.00+ Other class activities, such as reading assignments, discussions, etc. 

Total 125.00+ Mandatory (100) + Optional (25+) 

https://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F15-7.pdf





