
HOW TO TALK ABOUT
PALESTINE-ISRAEL AT
YOUR SCHOOL



In SNS, we believe that avoiding discussing difficult topics can lead to a lack of
understanding of them. This is disempowering for young people, who will seek
information on these issues elsewhere, usually online. It is important to create safe
spaces and provide life skills for British young people to make the difficult but vital
conversations about Israel-Palestine not just possible but positive.

Why do students need this?

WHY TALK ABOUT IT IN SCHOOL?
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This part is to help you tackle discussions about the conflict
when they arise at school, whether you’re studying the
conflict or not.

Things to expect and/or look out for:

CONSIDERATIONS FOR WHEN THE TOPIC
COMES UP
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Strong emotions,
divergent views, and

in some cases
ignorance and/or
completely one-

dimensional
perspectives

Feelings of shame or
anxiety amongst students,
who feel that their views
may be taken as wrong,
offensive, or anticipate

being censured due to their
views

Antisemitic
and/or anti-

Israeli
attitudes*

Islamophobic and/or
anti-Palestinian

attitudes*

�� �? �^ w6€ w6€ w6€ �î�î

�î w6€�æw�à

Q� Y6��æw�æw Q

�à w6€ w6€�î

�™ �sh

�� �™�î�î

� Y6”�0�î�æw Q w6€ �� w6€ w6€ w6€ Y6”�0 �îw6€

��î

� �à�

�� �™ �î Y6”�0 Y6”�0 �î �™

�î �™ Y6”�0 �î �™ �î� � Y6� w6€

w6€ �sh w6€�î�î �™��î�™

�™ � w6€

�™

� w6€ w6€

Q�æw

w6€ �^�

� �™

� � �î w6€

� w6€ �î�î° ° w6€

�

��î�î�î�î ��

�à Y6��

w6€

�

� �™ �

�Å�æw�æw

��

�� �î

� w6€

� w6€ �™ w6€

ehured



Whilst you are seeking to create a safe space and encourage open dialogue, you are now also aware that some students
may be particularly emotionally connected to the conflict and those of particular backgrounds may need to be cared for. 

Some actions to consider:

W



EMOTIONS AND SAFEGUARDING 4

The topic of violence

Another aspect of safeguarding students is watching for views that
advocate for violence against others. Violence against civilians is
unfortunately a common occurrence in the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, whether by civilians against other civilians from both sides,
or by Israeli soldiers or Palestinian militants against civilians. Please
click here for our resources that outline some of the details about
how violence effects civilians in the region.

These are difficult ha  e  c

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10VKbokmpZpiFZCJLvjinBO7CTnWCvSs_/view
https://www.theparentscircle.org/en/pcff-home-page-en/


Israel-Palestine
eǫŽőŘ ǣƩ ŊǏŘĬǣŽƞű ǗĬŰŘ

Ĭƞő ŊƩƜǌĬǗǗŽƩƞĬǣŘ
ǗǌĬŊŘǗ ŰƩǏ ƓŘĬǏƞŽƞű

÷ŸŘ ƞŘȈǣ ŰŘȃ ǗƓŽőŘǗ ƩǫǣƓŽƞŘ ŸƩȃ ǣƩ ŊǏŘĬǣŘ ǣŸĬǣ ǗĬŰŘ ǗǌĬŊŘɤ ê±ê
ǏŘŊƩƜƜŘƞőǗ ǣŸĬǣ ȉƩǫ ŉǏŽƞű ŘȈǌŘǏǣ Ĭƞő őŽȂŘǏǗŘ ȂƩŽŊŘǗ ŽƞǣƩ ǣŸĬǣ

ǗǌĬŊŘ ŰƩǏ ǣŸŘ ǗǣǫőŘƞǣǗ ǣƩ ƓŘĬǏƞ ŰǏƩƜɤ 
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 Make time in the school schedule for
students to voice their opinions about this
issue and learn about some of its
complexities. Reassure students that
racism will not be tolerated, but they
should also feel free to express their
views and if someone feels hurt or upset,
the group will talk about it together and
be caring towards each other

ȥɤ
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Ȧɤ !ƓƓƩȃ ǗǣǫőŘƞǣǗ ǣƩ ȂƩŽŊŘ
ŘȈǌǏŘǗǗŽƩƞǗ ǗǫŊŸ ĬǗ ʁdǏŘŘ
ßĬƓŘǗǣŽƞŘʂ ƩǏ ʁêĬȂŘ qǗǏĬŘƓʂɟ ĬǗ ƓƩƞű
ĬǗ ǣŸŘ ŰŽǏǗǣ ǌŸǏĬǗŘ ŽǗ ƞƩǣ ǣĬǏűŘǣŘő
Ĭǣ ¡ŘȃŽǗŸ ǌŘƩǌƓŘ Ĭƞő ǣŸŘ ǗŘŊƩƞő
ǌŸǏĬǗŘ ŽǗ ƞƩǣ ǣĬǏűŘǣŘő Ĭǣ ¯ǫǗƓŽƜ
ǌŘƩǌƓŘ
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3. If stude





5. If students express concern about
safety for Israeli people, do not allow
others to accuse them of supporting
apartheid or being Islamophobic -
give them the opportunity to talk
about why this issue is important to
them and encourage others to listen
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6. Encourage students to research
and define ‘apartheid’ and
‘terrorism’ b� sŀ thènt�rd ’ � q␰t�� � Ɠ$　‘�

‘aent�r唀态ఀ d ’rc t� and�㔀� �㼀nt� e � ’rcso

㔀� Ć琰





Is it fair?
Is it constructive (i.e. will it work to
actually improve the situation for
Palestinian and Israeli people)?
Is its goal a win-win outcome for
Israelis and Palestinians?

8. Give students a critical-thinking
framework with which to approach activism
on this issue:

a.
b.

c.
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https://solutionsnotsides.co.uk/learning-resources


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfb-SAQB8xgyEppCvVT952428_UUKzKhMOPEO5hTlbX6Is7yQ/viewform

