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  San Jose State University 
Economics 1A 

Principles of Macroeconomics, Section 61, Fall 2019 

Contact Information 

Instructor: Stephen (Mike) Jerbic 
Office Location: 214 DMH 
Telephone: (408) 373-7416 
Email: stephen.jerbic@sjsu.edu 
Office Hours: MW 6:00-6:30 pm and by appointment 
Class Days/Time: MW 4:30pm-5:45pm 
Classroom: 348 DMH 

Faculty Web Page and MYSJSU Messaging 
Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, assignment instructions, etc. can be 
found on the class website in Canvas. You are responsible for regularly checking your 
email to learn of any updates.  

Communication Outside of Class 
I want to be available and to support you in this class, and I try to make myself available 
reasonably during off hours. I am not frequently on the SJSU campus on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays, but I am willing to make an appointment for a meeting during 
those days via Zoom or phone.  I’m finding Zoom works very well, and we can share 
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Course Goals and Learning Objectives 
Course Learning Outcomes (CLO) 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will have a sufficient foundation to 
pursue intermediate study in macroeconomic theory related to three broad areas: 
comparative advantage, macroeconomic measures, and macroeconomic models. Specific 
learning objectives include: 

• Comparative Advantage (specialization and the gains from trade; globalization) 

• Macroeconomic Measures (real versus nominal calculations; components and 
concept of GDP; components and concept of unemployment figures; calculation of 
inflation)  

• Macroeconomic Models (circular flow; monetary and fiscal policy; the market for 
loanable funds & interest rate determination; the demand and supply of money & 
price level determination) 

• Common macroeconomic policy interventions – actions government can use to try 
to achieve macroeconomic outcomes. 

Required Texts/Readings  
Textbook 

!"#$!"%&'#()*$+,%-#$./$0&123.%4$!"%&'%&56$by Linda Elder and Richard Paul, ISBN 978-0-
94458319-7, Foundation for Critical Thinking.  This book is available at Amazon.com as a 
Kindle e-book for $5.00.  I suggest you get it from A
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@/.$A"1.$!"#3$B1-$%&$9%&-C$$0$B%*./(3$/8$."#$D/2%4%#*$."1.$D(/-,4#-$."#$7%&1&4%12$E(%*%*$
/8$FGGH, by Arnold Kling available at 
http://mercatus.org/uploadedFiles/Mercatus/Publications/NotWhatTheyHadInMind(1).pdf 
 
Generally, I will post or link to any additional readings on the course website on Canvas, 
and I post .pdf versions of the class slides presented to Canvas after class.  
 
Other equipment / material requirements 

Because of the need to access Canvas, the online homework and exercise system 
MyEconlab, and other readings, you will need access to a computer and the internet.  

Course Requirements and Assignments 
As this class is a four unit class, successful students should expect to spend about 180
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The course grade has the following weightings.
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Information about the latest changes and news is available at the Advising Hub at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/. 
 
Consent for Recording of Class and Public Sharing of Instructor Material 

University Policy S12-7, http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-7.pdf, requires students to 
obtain instructor’s permission to record the course.   

• “Common courtesy and professional behavior dictate that you notify someone 
when you are recording him/her. You must obtain the instructor’s permission to 
make audio or video recordings in this class. Such permission allows the recordings 
to be used for your private, study purposes only. The recordings are the intellectual 
property of the instructor; you have not been given any rights to reproduce or 
distribute the material.”  

o Ask me for permission to record class lectures. 

•  “Course material developed by the instructor is the intellectual property of 
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