San José State University
Department of Economics
Econ 1B Principles of Economics:Microeconomics, Section,1Fall 2019

Course and Contact Information

Instructor: Maria Aziz Adeel

Office Location: DMH 219

Telephone: Email is preferred.

Email: maria.adeel@sjsu.edRemember to write “Econ 1B " or something
similar, together with the topic of the email)

Office Hours: MW 9:30am — 10:15a (or by appointment)

Class Days/Time: Monday & Wednesddyl0:30an — 11:45am

Classroom: DMH 163

Prerequisites: May be taken concurrently or prior to Econ 1A

MYSJSU Messaging and Canvas

Course materials such as syllabus, handautslesmessages regarding the class. carbe foundon Canvas
Learning Management System course login weladitdtp://sjsu.instructure.com. You are responsible for
regularly checking vth the messaging system throudlgSJSUat http://my.sjsu.edu to learn of any updates
SeeUniversity Policy F12 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/FABdf formore details.

Course Description

This course stimulates intereststudentsaboutallocation of resources and distribution of income, as affected
by the workings of the price system and government policies. May be taken concurrently or prior to ECON 1A

Course Learning OutcomeqCLO)

Upon successful completion of this course, students have concrete foundation to pursue intermediate study i
microeconomic theory related to three broad areas: Incentives, Opportunity Cost, and Supply and Demand.
Specific learning objectives include:
x Incentives Matter (law of demand; law of supply; rational decision makers weight marginal costs versu
marginal benefits; #npower of selinterest)
X Opportunity Costs (sunk costs; production possibilities; thelfmeeh fallacy; tradeoffs in consumption
and production; gains from interpersonal & internatidrede; comparative advantage)
X Supply and Demand (understanding the S&D model as a representation of individual choices in
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Required Texts/Readings

Textbook

Tyler Cowen and Alex Tabarrokjodern Principles: Ncroeconomic2nd ed. (New York: Worth, 2011).
ISBN-13: 9784429239998. ISBNLO: 1429239999.

This book is easily available on www.amazon.camd its very inexpensive. Make sure that you are buying the
second edition of the Mro text, and not the third edition, which is a lot more expensive. (New and used copie:
of the second edition are available for sale on the Internet.)

You also need to buy access to an online course offered by Sapling Learfilmgcost is $42 (and access to
two Saping courses is $64)ll inform you when the course is agtited, which will be very soon.

Other Readings

Other reading material will be posted on class website on Canvas.

Other technology requirements / equipment / material

As mentioned above oy need to buy access to an online course offer&hpiing Learning. You also need
to familiarize yourself with Canvaas all communicatiawill be done through this portal.

Library Liaison

Christa Bailey, christa.bailey@sjsu.edu

Course Requirements and Assignments

As this class is a four unit class, successful students should expect to spend about 180 hours (normally twel
hours per week or three hours per unit per week) throughout the semester, including reading, preparing for c
attending class, participating in coursehaties, and so on. More details can be found fridniversity Syllabus
Policy S169 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S1pdf.

The course consists of two midterms, onalfexam, weekly online assignme®apling)and a term paper
The midterms and finaxam cover material presented in class. Sapling assignreeritsce the kg course
conceptsFurther details on the term paper will be provided later in the semester.

Students should attend all class meetings, not only because they are responsible for the discussed material,
also because active participation frequentlyuees maximum benefit for all classmates. Attendance per se,
though, shall not be used as a criterion for grading. Participation, however, is.

If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to find out what transpired in it. Ask fellow students, resiew t

notes, and reead the textbook to learn what was covered. If | have covered the answer to a question in class
will refer you to class materials for you to find the answer.
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Grading Information

Converting number grades to letter grades:
95-100 A+ 904 A 8589 A- 8084 B+ 759 B 70¢4 B
6569 C+ 64 C 5%9 G 5054 D+ 4549 D 4044 D 039 F

If you experience any difficulty in this course, please do not hesitate to come to me for help. | am available nc
only during office hourdut also by email and appointmeham always happy to clarify difficult concepts,
resolve any lingering confusion, or otherwise assist you in makingdaise enjoyable and rewarding.

Determination of Grades
10 Sapling Assignment4.0 pts each) 20%

Class Participation 5%
Mid-term 1 20%
Mid-term 2 20%

Final Exam 20%
Term Paper 5% + 10%

12 Sapling assignments will be given over the course of the semegiledrop your two lowest scored
assignments This meanyou may miss or skip two assignmeritgou choose. You must have 10 assignment
scoresary additional missing assignmemal be counted as zeroes.

| do notrecommend missing sapling assignmeassthey will cover important material that will be on midterm
and final exams. However, things come up in life so | offer the dropped score option for unanticipated
disruptions to your schedule. Having said this, because you have the opportunity to drop two assignments
will not accept any late submissions. There will be firm deadlines for all assignments and late assignments w
be recorded as a zero.

*If a personal emergency comes up causing you to miss a midternvéafiad and valid personal emergency
or medical reason documented to me in advance of or immediately after thehexanal exam will then take
on the weight of the final plus theissed midterm. If a similar situation takes place arouadinial exanfor a
verified and valid reason documented to me in advance of thecoméhct me and we will reschedule your
final exam.

Classroom Protocol

| expect students to arrive prepared to discuss the assigned readings on time. Class patrticipation, perfect
attendance and arriving timely in class help students perform better in class. Students must ensure that they
place any device that might disturb the class into a silent mode. | expect students to conduct themselves in &
way that repects the goals of the instructor and fellow students.

University Policies

Per University Policy S18, universitywide policy information relevant to all coursasich as academic
integrity, accommodations, etwwill be available on Office of Graduate and Undergraduate Prog@ytiabus
Informationweb pageat http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
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Econ 1B/ Principles of Economics Microeconomics Section 1 Fall 2019
The schedule is subject to change with fair noiticelass and on Canvas.

Course Schedule

Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

1 08/21 Introduction and Chapter 1, The Big Ideas

2 08/26 Chapter 2, The Power of Trade and Comparative Advanfegignment# 1
2 08/28 Chapter 3, Supply and Demand

3 09/02 Labor Day Holiday

3 09/04 Chapter 3, Continued

4 09/09 Chapter 4, Equilibrium: How Supply and Demand Prices, Assigniiént
4 09/11 Chapter 5, Elasticity and its implications

5 09/16 Chapter 6, Taxes and Subsidies Assignmegt
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Week Date
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