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San José State University 
Department of Economics 

ECON 100W (Sections 02 & 03) spring 2019 
Writing Workshop: Economic Reports 

Course and Contact Information 

Instructor: John Linford 

Office Location: Dudley Moorhead Hall (DMH) 219 

Cell phone: (209
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 open scheduling 
T/R 4:00PM – 5:00PM by appointment only 

Class Days/Time: Section 02: T/R 9:00AM – 10:15AM 
Section 03: T/R 1:30PM – 2:45PM 

Classroom: Section 02: Dudley Moorhead Hall (DMH) 166 
Section 03: Clark 316 

Prerequisites: 

A3 or equivalent 2nd semester composition course (with a min. grade of C-) 
Completion of core GE 
Satisfaction of Writing Skills Test 
Upper division standing 

GE/SJSU Studies Category:  Z (Written Communication II) 

Course Format  
Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, assignment instructions, etc. can be found on the Canvas 
Leaning Management System course login website at http://sjsu.instructure.com. You are responsible for 
checking Canvas regularly. I recommend downloading the app as well as bookmarking the page in your 
browser. I will update grades in Canvas regularly. 

Course Description 
Writing skills appropriate to majors in economics of lucid expression in essays, reports, 
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Required Texts/Readings 
McCloskey, D. (2000). Economical writing (2nd ed.). Waveland Press. ISBN 978-1-57766-063-7.  
 
Nosich, G. (2012). Learning to think things through: A guide to critical thinking across the curriculum (4th ed.). 

Pearson Press. ISBN 978-0-13-708514-9 
 
Williams, J.M., & Bizup, J. (2017). Style: Lessons in clarity and grace (12th ed.) (w/access to MyWritingLab). 

Pearson Press. ISBN 978-0-13-461502-8. (The required access card license to MyWritingLab is bundled 
with the hardcopy book.) 

Other Readings 

Other readings will be announced in class and found directly or as a link on Canvas 

Other technology requirements 

S
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address concerns. Each revised paper must be submitted to Canvas as a separate document from the final draft 
of the paper; I will give more details on these assignments in class and in the prompts for the assignments. I will 
grade each revised paper and final draft separately. 
 
Rubrics for writing assignments will be distributed with the prompts. 

Students will lose points each day an assignment is submitted late: 10% of possible points the first day late, 
20% of possible points the second day late, and 30% of possible points the third day late. Students will receive 
no credit for assignments submitted more than three days late. 
 
The participation grade will work as follows: 

• 15% of the course grade (150 points) will be earned during normal class days. Days possible to earn 
participation points are indicated on the course schedule. Students are expected to attend having read the 
assigned material(s). Most class meetings will involve class discussion of topics. If a student is called on 
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ECON 100W (Sections 02 & 03) Spring 2019 Course Schedule 

Week Date Topics and Assignments Readings and Due Dates 

1  1/24 • Introduction and syllabus 
Introductory paper assigned 

 
Introductory paper due at end of class 

 1/29†  
• What is critical thinking?  • Nosich Ch. 1 
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