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Course No. 48219/29500, Spring 2019
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Converting number grades to letter grades:

97-100 A+ 83-86 B 70-72 C-

93-96 A 80-82 B- 67-69 D+

90-92 A- 77-79 C+ 63-66 D

87-89 B+ 73-76 C 60-62 D-
below 60 F

Also affecting final grades are the total number of quizzes students take. Although
allowed to drop four out of the twelve quizzes without penalty, students who do not get a
positive score (of at least one-half point) on a minimum of six quizzes automatically fail
the course, no matter how well they have done on their exams. Below is listed the highest
final grade that students can achieve depending on how many positive quiz scores they
have received.

only 5 quizzes with positive score highest possible grade: F

only 6 quizzes with positive score highest possible grade: D+
only 7 quizzes with positive score highest possible grade: C+
8 or more quizzes with positive score highest possible grade: A+

Classroom Protocol

This is a traditional, lecture-based course. | therefore encourage students to record the
lectures if they believe doing so will help their studying. But any use of laptops, tablets,
or other electronic device for typing notes is prohibited in class. Studies have proven that
students who take notes on these devices significantly impair their comprehension of the
material. So students need to come prepared to take hand-written notes. Those who
violate this prohibition will have a half point deducted from their final grade for the
course (out of 100 points) for each and every infraction.

Because class participation helps enliven the course, it is greatly appreciated and can earn
students up to one extra point toward their final grade. Finally, if you experience any
difficulty in this course, please do not hesitate to come to me for help. | am available not
only during office hours but also by phone, and | am always happy to clarify hard
concepts, resolve any lingering confusion, or otherwise assist you in making this course
enjoyable and rewarding.

University Policies

Per University Policy S16-9, university-wide policy information relevant to all courses,
such as academic integrity, accommodations, etc. will be available on Office of Graduate
and Undergraduate Programs’ Syllabus Information web page at
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/”
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Econ/Hist 113A—Economic History of the United States
Spring 2019: Course Schedule

Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines
1 Jan 24
2 Jan 31 Walton & Rockoff, preface, chs. 1-2, intro. to part 1:
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11 Apr 11 Walton & Rockoff, intro. to part 4, chs. 21-22; Folsom, ch. 4;
Stephen Davies, “The History of ‘Underdevelopment’,” The
Freeman, 56 (June 2006): 32-33, available as a pdf file that will be
emailed to all students.

12 Apr 18 second examination.

13 Apr 25 Walton & Rockoff, chs. 23-24; Folsom, ch. 6; Ronald Radosh and
Allis Radosh, “Rethinking Warren G. Harding,” New York Times (27
August 2015), available as a pdf file that will be emailed to all
students; Jim Powell “How FDR Prolonged the Great Depression,”
Cato Policy Report, 25 (July/August 2003): 1, 15-17,
http://object.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/serials/files/policy-
report/2003/7/powell.pdf.

14 May 2 Walton & Rockoff, chs. 25-27, intro. to part 5;

David Kelley and Jeff Scott, “Gekko Echo: A Closer Look at the
‘Decade of Greed’,” Reason, 24 (February 1993): 30-37, to be
handed out in class.

15 May 9 Walton & Rockoff, chs. 28-29; Folsom, ch. 7; Brink Lindsey,
“Nostalgianomics,” Reason, 41 (June 2009): 30-37 available as a pdf
file that will be emailed to all students;Joe Sobran, “Bill Gates,
Robber Baron,” (May 13, 1998),
http://www.sobran.com/columns/2005/050526.shtml.

Final | May 21 DMH 161: 2:45 to 5:00 P.M.

Exam

Course Units:
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Background: Economic History’s Two Most Momentous Transformations.

Europe Encounters the New World.

The Economy of Colonial North America.

The Political Economy of the American Revolution.

From Independence to Sustained Growth.
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Optional Recommended General Readings:

Introductory Economics

Todd G. Buchholz, New Ideas from Dead Economists: An Introduction to Modern
Economic Thought, rev. ed (New York: Plume, 2007).

Tyler Cowen and Alex Tabarrok, Modern Principles of Economics, 3rd edn. (New
York: Worth, 2014).

Henry Hazlitt, Economics in One Lesson: Fiftieth Anniversary Edition (San Francisco:
Laissez Faire, 1996).

David Henderson, ed., The Fortune Encyclopedia of Economics (New York: Warner
Books, 1993).

Paul Heyne, Peter J. Boettke, and David L. Prychitko, The Economic Way of Thinking,
13th edn. (Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2013). [Note: If you can find it, the 5th
edn. written exclusively by Heyne was the best, although more recent editions are still
useful.]

Steven E. Landsburg, The Armchair Economist: Economics and Everyday Life (New
York: Free Press, 1993).

N. Gregory Mankiw, Principles of Economics
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