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Econ 197 – Experimental Economics - Course No. 28223 Section 1, Spring 2019 

Course and Contact Information 
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97-100  A+ 93-96   A 90-92   A- 
87-89    B+ 83-86   B 80-82   B- 
77-79    C+ 73-76   C 70-72   C- 
67-69   D+ 63-66   D 60-62   D- 
below 60   F   

Final grades will be curved.  However, the curve will never hurt your grade.  I do not round up grades, e.g. an 
86.9 is a B, not a B+. 



Econ 197 – Experimental Economics, Course No. 28223, Spring 2019   Page 4 of 8  

 

Econ 197 – Experimental Economics,  
Course No. 28223, Spring 2019 

Course Schedule 

Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

1 Jan 24 Overview of course 

2 Jan 29 Game Theory Part I:  Non-cooperative games 

2 Jan 31 Game Theory Part II:  Coordination games 

3 Feb 5 Introduction to Experimental Economics 
�x FS Chapters 1-4 
�x Croson (2002) 

3 Feb 7 Introduction to Experimental Economics (continued) 
 

4 Feb 12 Experimental Methods  
�x FS chapters 6 - 8 
�x Cassar and Friedman (Canvas) 

4 Feb 14 Experimental Methods (continued) 
 

5 Feb 19 Competitive Markets and Auctions 
Readings: 

�x Chamberlin (1948). 
�x Smith (1962) 
�x Thaler (1988) 

5 Feb 21 Competitive Markets and Auctions (continued) 

6 Feb 26 Cooperation 
Readings 

�x Dawes and Thaler 1988 
�x Bo 2005 

6 Feb 28 Cooperation (continued) 

7 Mar 5 Field Experiments 
Readings: 

�x Carpenter et al (2005)  
�x D Vigna et al (2006). 
�x Ariely and Wertenbroch (2002). 

7 Mar 7 Field Experiments (continued) 
�x Brief midterm review 

8 Mar 12 MIDTERM EXAM 

8 Mar 14 What is a Research Proposal and Presentation? 
�x How to find a good research question? 
�x What is the structure of a proposal? 
�x What is included in a proposal presentation?  

DUE:  3 research topic ideas 
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EXPERIMENTAL ECONOMICS READING LIST 

 
Andreoni, James. "Impure altruism and donations to public goods: A theory of warm-glow giving." �7�K�H��
�H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���M�R�X�U�Q�D�O 100, no. 401 (1990): 464-477. 
 
Ariely, Dan, and Klaus Wertenbroch. "Procrastination, deadlines, and performance: Self-control by 
precommitment." �3�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���V�F�L�H�Q�F�H 13, no. 3 (2002): 219-224. 
 
Ashraf, Nava, Dean Karlan, and Wesley Yin. "Tying Odysseus to the mast: Evidence from a commitment 
savings product in the Philippines." �7�K�H���4�X�D�U�W�H�U�O�\���-�R�X�U�Q�D�O���R�I���(�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�V 121, no. 2 (2006): 635-672. 
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Thaler, Richard H., and Shlomo Benartzi. "Save more tomorrow™: Using behavioral economics to increase 
employee saving." �-�R�X�U�Q�D�O���R�I���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���(�F�R�Q�R�P�\ 112, no. S1 (2004): S164-S187. 
 
Thaler, Richard H. "Anomalies: The winner's curse." �7�K�H���-�R�X�U�Q�D�O���R�I���(�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���3�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V 2, no. 1 (1988): 
191-202. 
 


