San José State University
Department of Economics
ECON 109: Analysis of Economic Issues for Teachers

Spring 2022
Instructor: James (Steve) O’Brien
Email: james.obrien@sjsu.edu
Office Hours: Email to arrange for virtual meeting
Class Days/Times: Tuesday and Thursday 12pm-1:15pm
Classroom: Dudley Moorhead Hall 166
Prerequisites: Upper division standing.

Note: Not acceptable for Economics majors, except double majors; acceptable for
Economics minors. Please contact me with any questions.

Course Description

Economic analysis of topics such as unemployment, inflation, poverty, pollution, education and
international trade will be covered within the context of K-12 education.

Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. CLO 1 Comparative Advantage: Define and appreciate the critical role of specialization
and how it contributes to gains from trade and globalization.

2. CLO 2 Supply and Demand: Apply the notion that economics is about the allocation of
scarce resources, that scarcity forces choice, tradeoffs exist and that every choice has an
opportunity cost.

3. CLO 3 Develop the ability to relate basic Macro Economic concepts to the world around
us

4. CLO 4 Develop the ability to relate basic Micro Economic concepts to the world around
us

Required Texts/Readings

Textbook
Modern Principles of Economics by Tyler Cowen and Alex Tabarrok (2",3™ or 4th Edition)

This textbook is available for rental as well as purchase from many different sources. | would
recommend browsing Amazon. Access to the textbook is a requirement for this course, and
questions for quizzes and exams will include information from the readings.



Other Readings

I will post or link any additional readings on the Canvas course website.



Your final grade will be based on the following categories and weights:

Quizzes 25%
Midterm Exam 25%
Class Presentation 15%
Final Exam 35%

Your final numerical grade will be the weighted average of your scores in the above categories,
and your corresponding letter grade will be assigned as follows:

Percent Grade Percent Grade Percent Grade
97.5% to 100% A+ 93% to 97.49% A 90% to 92.9% A-
87.5% to 89.9% B+ 83% to 87.49% B 80% to 82.9% B-
77.5% to 79.9% C+ 73% to 77.49% C 70% to 72.9% C-
67.5% to 69.9% D+ 63% to 67.49% D 60% to 62.9% D-

0% to 59.9% F

Classroom Protocol
Please act respectfully both in class as well as all online forums; zoom meetings, Canvas
messaging, etc...

University Policies

General Expectations, Rights and Responsibilities of the Student

As members of the academic community, students accept both the rights and responsibilities
incumbent upon all members of the institution. Students are encouraged to familiarize
themselves with SISU’s policies and practices pertaining to the procedures to follow if and when
questions or concerns about a class arises. See University Policy S90-5 at
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S90-5.pdf. More detailed information on a variety of related
topics is available in the SJSU catalog




http://www.sjsu.edu/provost/services/academic_calendars/. The Late Drop Policy is available at
http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/. Students should be aware of the current
deadlines and penalties for dropping classes.

Information about the latest changes and news is available at the Advising Hub at
http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/.

Academic integrity

Your commitment, as a student, to learning is evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State
University. The University Academic Integrity Policy S07-2 at
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S07-2.pdf requires you to be honest in all your academic course
work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and
Ethical Development. The Student Conduct and Ethical Development website is available at
http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/.

Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to
make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment
with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 at
http://www.sjsu.edu/president/docs/directives/PD_1997-03.pdf requires that students with
disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the Accessible Education Center




Week Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines
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