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ECONOMICS 1B --PRINCIPLES OF MICROECONOMICS  
SECTION 08  

 San Jose State University 
Spring 2023 

Sweeney Hall 100 
Friday 10:00AM�² 12:45PM 

 
 

INSTRUCTOR:  DR. NINOS P. MALEK 
EMAIL:   ninos.malek@sjsu.edu 
WEBSITE:   http://www.ninosmalek.com 
OFFICE HOURS: Friday (after class) 

Tue/Thu 8:00AM�² 10:00AM  (online) 
  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND TEACHING PHILOSOPHY 
 
Economics can be defined as the study of exchange given certain institutional 
arrangements or it can be viewed as the study of human action�² people making choices. 
This course will teach you about economic reasoning and how the social science of 
economics applies to the real world and to your daily life. This is NOT a course in 
business, personal finance, or investing. 
 
My goal is to teach you how economic analysis can be used to evaluate actions taken by 
individuals and the government.  Topics that will be covered include fundamental 
concepts of economics such as scarcity and opportunity cost; trade and government 
barriers to trade; the role of prices in allocating goods and services; applications of supply 
and d�H�P�D�Q�G���W�R���S�X�E�O�L�F���S�R�O�L�F�\���L�V�V�X�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���P�L�Q�L�P�X�P���Z�D�J�H�����U�H�Q�W���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�����³�S�U�L�F�H��
�J�R�X�J�L�Q�J�´���O�D�Z�V�����G�U�X�J���S�U�R�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���K�X�P�D�Q���R�U�J�D�Q���V�K�R�U�W�D�J�H�V�����L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V��
between market and command economies; market structures and antitrust; public choice 
analysis, public goods theory and externalities; property rights and environmental 
economics. 
 
My method is to teach this class from a philosophical and practical point of view.  I will 
not focus on the mathematics or the technical aspects of the economics.  I want you to 
have an intuitive understanding rather than a mechanical understanding. However, you 
will be expected to learn and apply the basic supply and demand model (graph). The goal 
by the end of the semester is to get you to analyze personal situations,ns,

mailto:ninos.malek@sjsu.edu


I understand that students have different learning styles. Some learn by reading (verbal), 
others by listening (auditory), and still others primarily by doing. I do my best to address 
all styles of learning by incorporating lectures, class discussion, group problem-solving 
exercises, simulations, and videos throughout the semester. 
 
I will assign numerous essays to read and I will also show videos and video clips in 
class on various policy topics. In addition to my lectures, there will be a lot to read 
and watch.  
 
The goal of these essays and videos/video clips is to make you think critically and to look 
at issues from a perspective you probably have not considered before this class. Of 
course, there will also be reading from your THREE required books.  
 
COURSE GOALS 



UNIVERSITY HONOR CODE 
 
Students are expected to be familiar with the SJSU Policy on Academic Dishonesty 
which can be found in the University Schedule of Classes and the University Catalog. 
The Department of Economics Academic Fairness Standards states�����³�$�Q���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O��
instructor who discovers, or is presented with, conclusive evidence of cheating shall 
�D�V�V�L�J�Q���D���F�R�X�U�V�H���J�U�D�G�H���R�I���µ�)���¶���D�Q�G���L�Q�I�R�U�P���W�K�H���&�K�D�L�U�P�D�Q���Rf the Department the reasons for 
�W�K�H���J�U�D�G�H���D�Q�G���I�R�U���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�D�U�\���D�F�W�L�R�Q���´ 
 
�3�O�D�J�L�D�U�L�V�P���L�V���G�H�I�L�Q�H�G���D�V���W�K�H���D�F�W���R�I���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N���R�I���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���D�V���R�Q�H�¶�V���R�Z�Q�����Z�L�W�K�R�X�W��
giving appropriate credit) regardless of how that work was obtained and submitting it to 
fulfill academic requirements. Plagiarism at SJSU includes but is not limited to: 1. The 
act of incorporating the ideas, words, sentences, paragraphs or parts thereof, or the 
�V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F���V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V���Z�R�U�N�����Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���J�L�Y�L�Q�J���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H���F�U�H�G�L�W�����D�Qd representing 
�W�K�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�W���D�V���R�Q�H�¶�V���R�Z�Q���Z�R�U�N�����N�Q�R�Z�L�Q�J�O�\���R�U unknowingly or 2. Representing another 
�S�H�U�V�R�Q�¶�V���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�O�\���R�U���D�U�W�L�V�W�L�F���Z�R�U�N�V���D�V���R�Q�H�¶�V���R�Z�Q�� 
 
Plagiarism is unacceptable. The instructor will discuss any instances of suspected 
plagiarism with the student involved and apply appropriate sanctions. Evidence of 
plagiarism will result in course failure and may also result in expulsion from San Jose 
State University. To avoid plagiarism, a good rule of thumb is to use quotes and citations 
if you use five words from someone else. 
 
CAMPUS POLICY IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE AMERICAN DISABLITIES ACT 
 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need 
to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please talk to me as 
soon as possible. Presidential Directive 97-

https://www.sjsu.edu/aec/


https://sjsu.edu/classes/calendar/2022-2023.php
https://www.sjsu.edu/registrar/calendar/fall-2022.php
https://www.sjsu.edu/ue/student-petitions/drops/index.php


Information about the latest changes and news is available at the Advising Hub at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/advising.  
 
 
GRADES AND MAKEUP POLICY 
 
 Five Tests: the highest three will count�² (even if you get an �³�$�´���R�Q���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���W�K�U�H�H��

tests, I highly recommend that you do not slack off. The Final will cover material 
from all the tests and you are required to take the Final) 100 points each 

 Paper: 100 points  
 Final (comprehensive) 600 points  
 
Grades will be based on the highest three tests (300 points maximum), your paper (100 
points maximum), and the Final (600 points maximum). There will be a total of 1,000 
points. Whatever c1xrcyou get an

http://www.sjsu.edu/advising


https://www.sjsu.edu/classes/final-exam-schedule/


Do not plan any trips or other events as you must 
all take this Final with the entire class on this day 
and time 
 
 


