
1 
Principles of Microeconomics, 1B-04, Fall 2024 

Reviewed and approved in August 2024 

 

San José State University 

Department of Economics 

ECON 1B – Principles of Economics: Microeconomics - Section 04, Fall 2024 

 

Course and Contact Information  

 

Instructor: Dr. Patralekha (Pat) Ukil 

Office Location: DMH 131  

Email: 

file:///D:/Dropbox/TEACHING_MICRO/patralekha.ukil@sjsu.edu
http://sjsu.instructure.com/
http://sjsu.instructure.com/


2 
Principles of Microeconomics, 1B-04, Fall 2024 

Reviewed and approved in August 2024 

 

Course Web Page and Canvas Messaging  

All relevant course materials such as the course syllabus, lecture materials, readings, notes, assignments and 

instructions, etc. can be found on the Canvas Learning Management System course login website at 

http://sjsu.instructure.com. You are responsible for regularly checking with the messaging system through Canvas 

to learn of any course updates.  

 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)  

Upon successful completion of this course, students have concrete foundation to pursue intermediate study in 

microeconomic theory related to three broad areas: Incentives, Opportunity Cost, and Supply and Demand. 

1. Incentives Matter (law of demand; law of supply; rational decision makers weight marginal costs versus 

marginal benefits; the power of self-interest) 

2. Opportunity Costs (sunk costs; production possibilities; the free-lunch fallacy; tradeoffs in consumption and 

production; gains from interpersonal & international trade; comparative advantage) 

3. Supply and Demand (understanding the S&D model as a representation of individual choices in exchange 

based on individual preferences, knowledge and circumstances; ability to examine current events using S&D 

tools; movement versus shift; welfare analysis) 

 

Required Texts 

Textbook 

This course will utilize Modern Principles: Microeconomics, 6th edition; Cowen, Tyler and Alex Tabarrok.   

Course lectures will be based on this textbook. All and any remaining readings and lecture materials will be 

posted on Canvas. 

 

Assignments in this course will utilize the Macmillan Learning Achieve platform. This is included in the 

Canvas course as part of the First Day Inclusive Access Program. You will also receive access to the e-book 

version of the textbook via Achieve. 

To enhance your learning experience and provide affordable access to the right course materials, this course is 

part of an inclusive access model called First Day™. You may easily access the materials at a discounted price 

and benefit from single sign-on access in Canvas.  Please note, you should not be prompted to purchase the 

materials separately via Canvas or the publisher.  

 

The charge for the First Day products will happen approximately October 1st.  Students will see the charge on 

their MySJSU account and they will need to make payment to the Bursar's Office once they are billed.   

 

Any questions regarding the materials should be directed to the Spartan Bookstore 408-924-1820 or 408-

924-1831. 

 

http://sjsu.instructure.com/
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You have until September 18th to opt out of using the First Day materials. However, it is not recommended 

that you Opt-Out, as these materials are required to complete the course. You will see the course materials 

charge on your Bursar’s student account unless you have opted out prior to the deadline. 

Course Requirements and Assignments  

Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum of 

45 hours over the length of the course (normally three hours per unit per week) for instruction, 

preparation/studying, or course related activities, including but not limited to internships, labs, and clinical 

practical. Other course structures will have equivalent workload expectations as described in the syllabus. 

 

Writing Assignments (Reflections) 

As part of the Area D “Social Sciences” requirement, students must complete a writing assignment of 1,500 

words over the course of the semester. In order to satisfy this requirement, students will complete approximately 

8-10 Canvas reflections on assigned topics. Students will receive the prompts on Canvas and will submit the 

written reflections on Canvas. Each reflection will be approximately 150-200 words. The reflection prompts 

will be based on the materials covered in class and/or from the textbook. You may not use generative AI tools 

(such as ChapGPT) to create your submissions for these assignments.  

 

The course grading/assessment will be based on the following: 

1. Achieve assignments 

2. Two midterm examinations 

3. One final exam (as per the SJSU Final Exams schedule) 

4. Writing assignments (reflections) 

5. Participation in all class discussions, or via any questions, surveys, or discussions posted online in Canvas  

 

The expectation from me is that you will attend classes, review the lecture materials and the readings for 

each week, come and talk to me if you have any issues/doubts and then complete any homework 

assignments and any quizzes that I might assign.  

Final Examination or Evaluation 

The final evaluation for this course will be a final examination taking place during the Final Examinations week 

as per the SJSU Fall 2024 schedule, which will be the culminating activity based on the course material covered 

in the semester. Details regarding the final exam will be announced ahead of time in class and on Canvas. 

Grading Information  

Course grades will be as follows: (Please remember that the final score that shows on your Canvas grades 

section may not reflect your actual final course grade, which depends on the following information) 

 

Achieve assignments:    20% 

Midterm Exam 1:     20% 

Midterm Exam 2:    20% 

Final Exam:     20% 

Reflections:      15% 

Class Participation:     5% 

 

 



http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
/studentconduct/docs/91����-Academic-Integrity-Policy-F15-7.pdf
/president/docs/PD_1997-03.pdf
/aec/
/aec
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F15-12.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F18-5.pdf
/sjsucares/
/sjsucares/get-assistance/spartan-food-pantry/index.html
/counseling/
/learnanywhere/
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