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San José State University 
Department of Economics 

ECON 1B: Principles of Microeconomics 
Section 1, Spring 2024 

 
Instructor: Steve (James) O’Brien 

Office Location: Dudley Moorhead Hall 219 

Telephone: Cell: (650) 387-8298 

Email: james.obrien@sjsu.edu (Email is preferred)  



ECON 1B, SPRING 2024 
  Page 2 of 5 

Supply and Demand (understanding the S&D model as a representation of individual choices in exchange based on individual 
preferences, knowledge and circumstances; ability to examine current events using S&D tools; movement versus shift) 
 
Upon successfully completing this course, students will be able to: 

• Define economics. 
• Explain the concepts of scarcity and opportunity cost and how they relate to the definition of economics. 
• Distinguish between the following pairs of concepts: demand and quantity demanded, supply and 

quantity supplied, demand schedule and demand curve, supply schedule and supply curve, movement 
along and shift in a demand curve and a supply curve. 

• Describe 
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Your final numerical grade will be the weighted average of your scores in the above categories, and your 
corresponding letter grade will be assigned as follows: 

Percent Grade Percent 
 Grade Percent Grade 

97.5% - 100% A+ 93% - 97.49% A 90% - 92.9% A- 
87.5% - 89.9% B+ 83% - 87.49% B 80% - 82.9% B- 
77.5% - 79.9% C+ 73% - 77.49% C 70% - 72.9% C- 
67.5% - 69.9% D+ 63% - 67.49% D 60% - 62.9% D- 

0% - 59.9% F     
 
To earn GE credit for this course, you must earn a C- or better. 
 
If for whatever reason you must miss a midterm, your final exam will have the midterm’s value added to it and 
will become 45% of your overall grade. 
 
You will need a Scantron 882-E for Midterm and Final exams. 
 
Final Examination 
 
The final exam will be a cumulative assessment, meaning it will have questions on all material covered 
throughout the semester.  It will be 100 multiple choice questions.  Two thirds of the final exam will cover 
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ECON 1B: Principles of Microeconomics, SPRING 2024 
 
The schedule is subject to change with fair notice in class and/or through Canvas. 
Course Schedule 

Week Date Topics, Readings and Due Dates 

1 WED 1/24 Introductions and Course Overview 

2 MON 
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