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It was a full house in the Imperial
Ballroom at the downtown San José

Fairmont Hotel last April when the
College of Engineering recognized
two of its outstanding alumni for their
achievements in the field of engineer-
ing—Omid Kordestani (B.S. EE ’84),
senior vice president of Global Sales
and Business Development at Google,
and Gust Perlegos (B.S. EE ’69), 
co-founder and executive vice president
of Atmel Corporation (see page 4).

Since 1980, the College has honored
outstanding engineers, business
executives and educators for their
achievements and contributions to the
practice of engineering at an annual
awards banquet. In addition to

Kordestani and Perlegos, this year’s
banquet, the College’s 25th, recognized
56 previous winners.

“This is a very special night,” said
Dean Belle Wei to the some 500 dinner
guests. “Special, because gathered
here are the key contributors to the
College of Engineering—friends from
industry, our alumni, our students, our
faculty and our staff. Tonight is also
special because this year marks the
25th anniversary of the engineering
awards banquet.

“Our alumni have built a reputation for
having a strong work ethic and solid
knowledge and skills in engineering,”
continued Wei. “Today, they are our

ambassadors, linking the College with
industry. They are our benefactors,
providing our students and faculty with
many opportunities. We are honored
to call them our own, and grateful for
the many ways in which they support
the College.”

The dinner was supported in part by
the generous sponsorship of Platinum
Sponsors Atmel, Cisco Systems,
Hewlett-Packard, Lockheed Martin,



Dear Friends of the College,

As we assembled the news for
this issue of the newsletter, we
were of course looking for stories
that would show you—our alumni
and friends—our progress on the
many initiatives the College has
underway. What struck me in
reviewing the stories, was the
extraordinary ways in which our
efforts are interconnected—the

ways in which we have successfully created a learning
community that brings together our faculty, staff, students,
alumni, friends and industry partners to create the best
possible education for our young people. 

Last June, I returned from Asia with the second group of
students participating in the Global Technology Initiative
Study Tour. Practically speaking, we visited 18 companies,
two universities and two of Asia’s most well-known cultural
sites in two weeks. And we enjoyed being personally hosted
by industry leaders and academic colleagues. But what it
all added up to was a unique opportunity for our students
to see a competitive global economy in action. More specif-
ically, our students saw in a concrete and compelling way
that there is significant design and development work
going on in China and Taiwan—besides manufacturing.

They also learned that there is a critical link between a
country’s global competitiveness and the size of its market.
And finally, they learned, that as hard as they are working
on their studies and jobs in the U.S., they may have to work
harder to stay competitive. 





2005 Alumni Award Winners

As the individual
responsible for
Google’s revenue
generation efforts,
Omid Kordestani
leads the company’s
international sales
effort and has

brought Google to profitability in
record time. Kordestani has more 
than a dozen years of high-technology
consumer and enterprise experience,
including key positions at Internet
pioneer Netscape Communications.
As Vice President of Business Devel-
opment and Sales, Kordestani grew
Netscape’s website revenue from an
annual run-rate of $88 million to more
than $200 million in 18 months.

Kordestani joined Netscape as director
of OEM Sales. During his four-year
career at that company, he was respon-
sible for establishing major customer
relationships with Citibank, AOL, Amazon,
Intuit, Travelocity, Intel, @Home, eBay
and Excite. Prior to Netscape,
Kordestani held positions in marketing,
product management, and business
development at The 3DO Company,
Go Corporation, and Hewlett-Packard.

Kordestani, who was born in Iran,
emigrated with his family to the U.S.
when he was 14 years old. Kordestani
credits SJSU EE professors Michael
O’Flynn and Art Davis for influencing
his academic and professional
achievements. Kordestani also holds
an M.B.A. from Stanford University.  �

Since 1985, when he
co-founded ATMEL
Corporation with his
brother George,
Gust Perlegos has
served as the com-
pany’s Vice President
of Technology and

Product Development. As Executive
Vice President and General Manager,
he oversees the new developments
and operations for the company’s
nonvolatile memories, microcontrollers,
Si-Ge BiCMOS RF, Smart card IC’s,
and system-on-a-chip VLSI used in
such consumer products as digital
cameras and wireless networking.

Atmel, headquartered in San José, 
has 8,000 employees worldwide, with
manufacturing facilities in Colorado
Springs, the south of France, the north
of England, and in Heilbronn, Germany.

It also has numerous design centers in
the United States, France, Norway,
Finland, Greece and China.  

Before co-founding Atmel Corporation,
Perlegos held positions at a number of
Silicon Valley technology companies,
including AMD, Amdahl, Intel, and Seeq
Technology. He also served in the U.S.
Air Force Reserve from 1970 to 1976.

In addition to his B.S. in electrical engi-
neering from San José State, Perlegos
holds an M.S. degree in electrical
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