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1. Why did you choose your major?
I was born into the generation of the internet. Like many kids that were my age, I found a hobby
in playing video games. I was fortunate enough to have video games where I could explore my
creativity. I played games that fueled my innovation and ingenuity. I would bring designs in my
head to life. I also played many virtual puzzle games. Through my schooling, I had a special
interest in math because I thought of math as a puzzle, and I loved solving it. When I looked into
what I wanted to do as a career, computer engineering incapsulated my interests and was the
perfect path for me.

2. Are you involved in any school or community activities?
As a first year student, I hope to join many engineering programs to fuel my innovation as well
as collaborate with my pe�ie t
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r èesi
eeie

䀄倀rina e
pf
leme t



power of innovation and change, to positively impact our society. My major will allow me to
pursue a career in many engineering fields where I can apply my technical knowledge, creativity
and communication skills to find solutions through innovation and serve a greater purpose in
this world.

2. Are you involved in any school or community activities?
I am very involved both on campus and in my community. Being involved for me is essential for
personal and professional growth. It is a great way to practice leadership, communication, and
teamwork to prepare for a future career, and it allows for opportunities and networking. I am
enthusiastic about being involved not only for these reasons but also because involvement
helps establish a community that you can contribute to, one that supports growth and promotes
positivity.

I am currently the president of the SJSU American Society of Mechanical Engineers Section
(ASME) and a member of the Biomedical Engineering Society (BMES). I joined both clubs my
freshman year and have gained a lot of valuable experiences that have helped me in my
journey. I chose these clubs specifically because I wanted to meet people in my major with
similar interests and work on projects where I can apply ideas learned in the classroom.

I have also been actively involved in the MESA Engineering Program since my freshman year,
and have had the opportunity to attend several career enriching activities from resume
workshops, networking nights, and industry mixers. I just started my third year working as a
Peer Advisor for MEP and enjoy being in a position where I can give back to the SJSU
community, by helping engineering students find the support and resources they need to
succeed.

My last two years I also served as a House Leader for the Spartan Village first-year engagement
program serving over 300 engineering students. I was also chosen to be an ambassador for the
Engineering Go Program, which I have been actively involved in since my first year at SJSU.
With these roles, I am able to use my experiences to help support others as I continue to learn
and grow myself. Involvement is one of my passions and I hope to continue making a positive
impact through my activities as I pursue my goals.

3. What is your dream job?
With mechanical engineering the field is very broad and open to many different opportunities.
While I don’t have one dream job, I am very passionate about being successful in my field. I am
very interested in technology and biomedical engineering and would like to see myself as a
Research and Development Engineer, so that I can be a part of a team and work to identify
problems and find solutions. I’ve seen this with my cousin who works in medical technology and
it inspires me to use my engineering degree similarly, to innovate for an advanced future.

4. What advice would you share with your freshman self?
I love this question because in my on-campus jobs, I often advise freshmen and share my own
personal experiences with them.



Advice I would share to my freshman self is to take advantage



opportunities and networked with Aviation Professionals. Our club is working towards
fundraising for the next conference in 2024, and I hope to have more club members get to go.

3. What is your dream job?
My dream job would be an �











My dream job is not just about technical innovation, but also about providing a positive impact
on people's lives. By simplifying and enhancing home automation, I hope to aid individuals with
limited abilities and give them a more comfortable and accessible living environment. My vision
is to innovate technology that meets the needs of users while enriching their daily lives.

4. What advice would you share with your freshman self?
Given the chance to offer advice to my freshman self, I would make an effort to focus on
breaking out of my shell and fully embracing the college experience. I would further emphasize
the importance of being less shy and taking risks, as I've come to realize that, in truth, nobody
really cares about how you perform or how you may appear. If you ask a stupid question, 10
years from now, likely nobody will remember.

Don't Fear Failure: Making mistakes and stumbling is an integral part of the learning process. If
avoided entirely, I would most likely never learn and just keep to myself. Therefore, I would
encourage my younger self to seek professor aid when required rather than attempting to brute
force complex topics independently and inevitably giving up. Seeking assistance is a sign of
strength and drive, not necess�p
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2. Are you involved in any school or community activities?
I find it very important to be involved in the African American community at San Jose State













1. Why did you choose your major?
I chose my major because this is the major that will allow me to have the biggest opportunity to
create change within my community. My dad is from a very rural neighborhood in India where
healthcare is not easily accessible and they struggle to gain necessary resources. With my
current major, hopefully I will gain the skills required to go ahead and help those people.

2. Are you involved in any school or community activities?
I am planning on playing lacrosse, it is something I am very passionate about and enjoy doing. I
would love to help the team and play.

3. What is your dream job?
I would love to be able to work a job where I am again, working on innovative solutions to big
problems in third world countries such as lack of healthcare and medicine.

4. What advice would you share with your freshman self?
I say that in order to accomplish your goals, you need people to help you along the way, which
means you need to meet and make friends with as many of those people as possible. Reach
out and become close with many new people.

Andy Neidhart | Computer Engineering
Meticulous | Genuine | Hard-working
Jane Evans

1. Why did you choose your major?
I chose the Computer Engineering major because it is a subject that inspires me to learn.
Throughout my life I have found ways to further that interest both in and out of school. I have
always had a more mechanically inclined mindset.
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3. What is your dream job?
After graduation I want to work in the computer engineering field, but more specifically I want to
go into embedded systems or firmware engineering. where I can still be close to the machine
itself. I want to make systems and machines more efficient and help create new computerized
things that can change the world we live in.

4. What advice would you share with your freshman self?
I would tell my freshman self to get more involved with student organizations and start
networking with people. The other advice I would give myself is to get started early in creating a
resume and looking for internship opportunities.

Deema Saddik | Industrial & Systems Engineering
Perseverant | Responsible | Optimistic
Dale and Sue Missimer Engineering Scholarship

1. Why did you choose your major?
I have always been driven towards finding more efficient ways to complete tasks





Since coming to campus, I have joined other organizations to keep me involved in both STEM
and the surrounding community.

My first semester, I joined Circle K International, one of the largest collegiate service
organizations in the world. Circle K connected me to students who were just as passionate as
myself about serving our campus and local community. Together with other schools and our
sponsoring Kiwanis club, we have helped community-based organizations across Santa Clara
County, including the South University Neighborhood, which lies just off campus. Currently, I
am in my second term serving as our club’s president, helping to coordinate these events so
that we can stay true to our organization’s tenets of service, leadership, and fellowship.

My second semester, I also joined the Beta Upsilon Chapter of Alpha Omega Epsilon, a
STEM-focused professional sorority. The sisters impressed me with their commitment and
dedication to the sorority’s objective of promoting women STEM professionals. I was inspired by
how each sister felt that being part of the Alpha Omega Epsilon had positively impacted them in
their engineering and technology paths. Their experiences and encouragement motivated me to
pursue my candidacy, and I am now a full active member. Seeing the passion of sisters to help
support each other and the different opportunities membership presented to us, I decided to run
for Recruitment Chair to help spread our message, a position which I served for three semesters
and continue to support as a committee member. Currently, I serve as our chapter’s
Philanthropy Chair, creating and hosting events and fundraisers to benefit different charitable
organizations, all while promoting the strength of underrepresented individuals as STEM
professionals.

3. What is your dream job?
Given the chance, I would love to find a way to pair nature conservation with robotics. Since I
was young, I have had a fascination with the natural world. Using my field of interest to help
preserve and sustain the natural world would be an absolute dream. Biomimicry is already being
explored and tested in the world of robotics and other mechanical systems, and I would love to
help develop, expand, and utilize these tools for the growth and betterment of our planet.

4. What advice would you share with your freshman self?
If I could talk with my freshman-year self, I would tell her to explore her options and possibilities
as much as she could. Talking with peers in my classes and finding my student organizations
helped me gain a better sense of the different options out there and grow into the student I am
today. However, I feel that if I had started exploring my options earlier, charted multiple paths
and routes for my college career sooner, I could have worked better towards my goals and
gained even better footing
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I chose this major specially because I don't hear much about latinos in the tech industry, or
many of them are not given the credit that they deserve. I wanted to change that in some ways
as well as
gege



on something that goes into space or alongside F1 race car teams, but personally I dream of
working on projects that will help change the world. Sure, that can include sending stuff 2ᄇ耀so





2. Are you involved in any school or community activities?
I am trying to improve my professional development and network so the clubs I chose were
based around that. I am a part of Pi Tau Sigma (a Mechanical Engineering Honors Society)
where we network



succeed. I used to ask myself what the hardest thing I could imagine was (astrophysics at the
time) and one day I gave it a shot. Removing the limitations I put on myself allowed me to find a
challenging and rewamf
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3. What is your dream job?
My dream job is to run my own general contracting company. Working as a project engineering
intern this last summer helped me fall in love with making blueprints come to life. I want to climb
the ladder and help develop



Appreciate what you have and don't be afraid to take some risks here and there. Join clubs
sooner! Remember that grades are important, but gaining hands-on and real-world experience
through FSAE club work is just as important. Don't be afraid to geek out on things you love.

Aburva GS | Aviation and Technology
Kind | Growth-oriented | Sharp
Alumni Award

1. Why did you choose your major?
Growing up, I had always been fascinated by technology and computers. However, during my
high school years, I struggled with my academics, particularly in mathematics and I carried on
this fear into college as well. I always felt like an imposter and being the only woman in most of
my technical classes just fueled this feeling. But with the help of friends, family and most
importantly, my professors, I slowly started to excel in my college coursework. I realized that my
previous struggles had given me a unique perspective and a deep appreciation for the subject
matter. I also developed strong problem-solving skills that were valuable in the field of computer
network systems management.

2. Are you involved in any school or community activities?
Being a Resident Advisor (RA) and a Peer Academic Success Coach are both meaningful roles
that I have chosen to take on in my school and community. Each of these positions holds a
unique significance to me and my personal development.

As a Resident Advisor, I have the opportunity to create a positive and inclusive living
environment for my fellow students. This role is especially meaningful to me because it allows
me to contribute to the well-being and sense of belonging of my peers within the residence hall.
I see it as a way to give back to my community and help create a home away from home for
others. On the other hand, serving as a Peer Academic Success Coach allows me to support
my fellow students in their academic journey. Education has always been highly valued in my
family, and I understand the importance of having a strong academic foundation. By working as
a coach, I hope to help my peers overcome academic challenges, set and achieve their goals,
and develop effective study habits. This role allows me to give back to the community by sharing
my knowledge and ex�
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Inclusive | Resilient | Passionate
Ichor Systems, Inc. Engineering Scholarship

1. Why did you choose your major?
I have always had a passion for space exploration and aeronautics since I was a kid. However,
growing up, I never met any engineers or scientists in my family or in my community. This
strongly affected my ability to see myself as an engineer and even discouraged me from
pursuing becoming one. So, when I decided to return to college as an adult and major in
mechanical engineering, I felt like it would serve a dual purpose: a chance to pursue my
childhood passion and also become the representation for other Black kids that I needed when I
was growing up.

2. Are you involved in any school or community activities?
I am a part of SJSU's National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE) chapter known as the Black
Alliance of Scientists and Engineers (BASE). It is important for me to be a part of an
organization like BASE because BASE provides support, encouragement, and a space for Black
STEM students. Being a Black STEM student can often be alienating, resulting in a lack of
sense of belonging, which can affect how we show up inside and outside the classroom.
However, BASE has specific resources, such as resume workshops, special events with
employers, study sessions, and academic and professional support for Black students. All of
this helps foster an environment that empowers each student to not only succeed academically
and professionally but also to make space for themselves and have confidence in the fact that
we belong in the STEM community just as much as our counterparts. During my involvement
with BASE, I’ve found purpose and joy in serving as a mentor and a resource for other students,
especially first and second-year students, as navigating being a STEM student at university can
be a very challenging and sometimes even daunting experience.

3. What is your dream job?
My dream job is to work in the defense industry. With new technologies and advances within the
aeronautics and space industries, there will be many challenges as we begin to apply these new
technologies. I hope to add value and help reshape what we think is possible and the ways we
approach future challenges.

4. What advice would you share with your freshman self?
I would tell myself to get involved with student clubs and organizations as soon as possible. Not
only get involved but also take on leadership roles so that I can develop and improve my
leadership and interpersonal skills. Additionally, I would pursue internships during my freshman
year to gain as much experience as possible before completing my degree and looking for
full-time employment. Lastly, I would go to events put on by the college, such as conferences
and career fairs to help build my professional network.

Oscar Rodriguez | Civil and Environmental Engineering
Passionate | Noble | Determined
Harry Wong Scholarship Endowment for the College of Engineering



Marvin and Anna Jean Sheets Endowment

1. Why did you choose your major?
I chose my major because I believe that civil engineering in its essence, is helping others.
Providing infrastructure to further improve the lives of those in your community is a noble cause
I wholeheartedly wish to participate in. With a concentration in construction management &
engineering, I have worked a couple internships regarding the construction of affordable
housing, a crisis that has plagued our Bay Area in recent years. I have no doubt that affordable
housing projects are what I would like

cril



prior to taking the class. I struggled through the class, failed the tests, and even began
questioning whether or not I really belonged in a college-level class. The virtual learning only
inhibited me from success, since it was difficult to interact with other students and use each
other as resources. However, I was able to recover my grades by the end of the year. Although I
struggled quite a bit, I realized that I had a passion for physics, which enabled me to take
another AP physics course the following year. Soon enough, I found circuits and
electromagnetism to be units that I enjoyed in the class. When deciding on a major, I considered
aerospace engineering, along with software, computer, and of course, electrical. After extensive
research, I decided on electrical engineering, since it seemed to align with my passions more e





studied enough and be confident in the work I did. Internships are also something where the
higher the volume of applications the better so it is better to start out early on.

Aarya Khadka | Biomedical Engineering
Resilient | Driven | Compassionate
Future of Silicon Valley Graduate Scholarship

1. Why did you choose your major?
I chose to study biomedical engineering because of my deep passion for mathematics and
science. After completing my associate's degree in science, I realized that combining these
interests in biomedical engineering was the perfect fit for me. Howd







I chose engineering because I enjoy solving real-world problems creatively and I do appreciate
the practical impact of engineering in everyday life. As an engineer, I want to contribute to
solutions that make a positive mark in the society.

2. Are you involved in any school or community activities?
I like to participate in competitive coding challenges at SJSU.

3. What is your dream job?
My dream job is in a company that values both software development and networking. I want to
combine these fields in a sustainable tech solutions role, where I can improve digital access and
enhance literacy for underserved communities.

4. What advice would you share with your freshman self?
I would definitely work on expanding my network and start looking for internships as soon as
possible.

Umesh Singh | Computer Engineering
Courageous | Intelligent | Hard-working
John W. Akin Engineering Scholarship

1. Why did you choose your major?
I chose 0ring
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My motto I go by is, “Easier said than done” because people can say it, but in reality, it’s hard for
others to do or have. The people that say “that it’s easy” can lack awareness or are
inconsiderate of other people's backgrounds in where they come from or who they are. In my
freshmen year, I couldn’t help comparing myself to other Freshmans that were so much better
than me in terms of knowledge and skills. I felt really depressed seeing how students could brag
about how a certain subject or whatever they did is easy for them to learn. Overtime, when I
talked to my high school friend one day, I realized that people had opportunities to be ahead or
even, they were just natural to the subject compared to what others have or want to have.
Learning how my friend who was also facing his own struggles adjusting to his first year in
college too, I started to not care what people say. What’s important is being with people that
understand and support you instead of acknowledging themselves as if it is easy for them.

Matthew Hung | Mechanical Engineering
Determined | Proactive | Empathetic
Future of Silicon Valley Graduate Scholarship

1. Why did you choose your major?
As far back as I can recall, my family and I have made regular trips to Vietnam to visit our
relatives. From a very young age, I was captivated by the idea of people traveling across the
vast Pacific Ocean in a metal tube. However, during my undergraduate years, my fascination
shifted towards designing solutions that enhanced people's lives and streamlined processes. I
even began using my 3D printer to repair items around the house, finding it more cost-effective
than purchasing replacements. Shortly after earning my degree in Aerospace Engineering, I
made the decision to pursue a Master's in Mechanical Engineering to further fuel my passion for
creating innovative solutions.

2. Are you involved in any school or community activities?
At the moment, I am not actively involved in any school or community activities as I am pursuing
my master’s degree while having a full-time job. However, during my undergraduate years, I
was an active member of several organizations, including Alpha Kappa Psi, a professional
business fraternity, Sigma Gamma Tau, an aerospace engineering honor society, and Tau Beta
Pi, an engineering honor society. These involvements enriched my life with valuable social and
professional experiences that I will carry with me into the future.

3. What is your dream job?
The opportunities I've been fortunate to embrace, including internships, academic projects, and
my personal tinkering pursuits, have all illuminated my passion for designing solutions that
generate positive change. Therefore, my dream job is to directly developa
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In college, it's essential to seize every opportunity that comes your way. Whether it's a chance to
tackle a challenging project, join an extracurricular club, or explore a new field of study, saying
"yes" to these experiences can lead to personal growth and valuable insights. Additionally,
actively engaging with your college community is crucial. Attend events, participate in class
discussions, and introduce yourself to professors and fellow students. Building a strong network
can provide you with support, mentorship, and future opportunities. Embrace discomfort as a
catalyst for growth. College is an ideal time to step outside of your comfort zone, whether that
means taking on challenging courses or accepting leadership roles. Lastly, connect with a
diverse range of people from various backgrounds and perspectives. Strike up conversations
with classmates, roommates, and even strangers in everyday situations like a coffee shop line.
You never know when a chance encounter might profoundly impact your life and career
trajectory. These principles collectively shape a rich and transformative college experience,
setting you up for a successful and fulfilling future.

Faye Karoglou | Civil and Environmental Engineering
Determined, Trustworthy, Compassionate
Future of Silicon Valley Graduate Scholarship

1. Why did you choose your major?
By the time I was in high school, I knew I wanted to major in Civil Engineering. I excelled in
every math class I took, and ever since I was a kid, I have been fascinated with structures. This
fascination with structures is also why I decided to continue my education and start my graduate
degree with a specialization in Structural Engineering.

2. Are you involved in any school or community activities?
I am involved with the Chi Epsilon Civil Engineering Honors Society. I served as an officer for
the Spring 2023 semester. I enjoyed my time as an officer as I became close with many of my
peers in my major. I intend to be active in Chi Epsilon by staying connected with other members
and going to various events.

I am also a part of a traditional Greek folk dance group through my Greek community in San
Jose. Greek dancing is something I have done since I was 5 years old. Being a part of the
dance group is important to me because it helps me to appreciate and embrace my Greek
culture. Through Greek dancing, I have also created meaningful relationships with many other
Greeks throughout the United States by attending Greek dance festivals and conferences.

3. What is your dream job?
My dream job is to be a structural engineer who will design safe, sustainable, and innovative
infrastructures that will positively impact our community. San Jose is constantly growing and
advancing, and I want to be one of the many engineers that contributes to new infrastructure
and retrofitting existing infrastructure.

4. What advice would you share with your freshman self?



Learn about all the resources that are available and take advantage of them. Join clubs early on
as it is a great way to meet new people and become more involved.

Eloisa Kaye Difuntorum | Electrical Engineering
Adaptable | Curious | Outgoing
Future of Silicon Valley Graduate Scholarship

1. Why did you choose your major?
Since both of my parents are Civil Engineers, I was exposed to the world of engineering at an
early age. When I was nine years old, I moved to the United States from the Philippines with my
parents and brother in pursuit of the American Dream. After moving here, I grew homesick and
spent countless nights reconnecting with my family and friends back home. Due to the time
difference, I found myself tinkering with electronics and computers when they were asleep. I
developed a great appreciation for having access to technology. I chose to major in Electrical
Engineering because I want to give back to the same field that enabled me to connect with my
friends and family. I would love to help bridge people together no matter how far apart they may
be, by finding ways to help electronics and technology evolve.

2. Are you involved in any school or community activities?
In my first semester of undergrad here at San José State, I longed for long-lasting bonds and
close-knit friendships with other engineering students in and outside of my classes. I wanted to
find a place where I felt like I belonged. In addition, I was a freshman that had no idea how to
tackle the realm of professionalism. I decided to join Co-Ed Professional Engineering Fraternity,
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4. What advice would you share with your freshman self?
Dear freshman self,

I hope you know that you will do well. You will accomplish your goals and overcome your
doubts/worries one way or another. It's okay to breathe. It's okay to relax once in a while. Take a
moment to enjoy seemingly simple moments because they are as fleeting as the next. You,
everyone, and everything else around you are only getting older. Take the time to appreciate
what you can still do when you are a student and as someone your age. Express your gratitude
often, smile often, and remember that your time in school is only a fraction of your life. Focus on
what matters and only on what you can control. Mindset and attitude can make today the best
day of your life.

Sincerely,
Yourself four years from the future

Jose Luiz Sarabia Torres | Mechanical Engineering
Ambitious | Innovative | Vision
Eugene C. Coussens Scholarship Endowment

1. Why did you choose your major?
Technology is constantly advancing and creating new opportunities for development. As a
Latino pursuing a degree in Engineering, I constantly faced Imposter Syndrome. I felt like I didn’t
belong in my major, until I heard about the Society of Latino Engineers and Scientists. I chose
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Finally, I am a Vice-National Student Representative for the MAES National Chapter. I assisted
in planning, logistics, and coordination of the MAES Leadership Academy (MLA), which will be
held at SJSU from September 28th - October 1st.

3. What is your dream job?
After obtaining my Bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering at SJSU, I aim to pursue a
Ph.D. at Stanford University. One of my values and what makes me get up every morning is to
continue to strive for Latino Success in Engineering. It is essential for me to work in a company
that values diversity and allows me the opportunity to expand my knowledge as a Mechanical
Engineer.

4. What advice would you share with your freshman self?
JOIN CLUBS! Not only do clubs provide opportunities to network with industry, but other
students as well. Some even attend National Conferences, which are AMAZING if you are
looking for internships, full-time jobs, or networking with recruiters. Once you are actively
involved in the organization, take initiative and run for a leadership position. Companies value
individuals who step up, out of their comfort zone, and take action.

Pari Sharma | Computer Engineering
Passionate | Dependable | Resourceful
Jane G. Evans Scholarship

1. Why did you choose your major?
I chose my major because I've always been fascinated by the potential of technology. I first
learned to work with computers and code through workshops at my elementary school. I still
remember the excitement I felt as I experimented with what we had learned to create my very
first game. I further pursued this interest through coding and engineering competitions. In high
school, I was a part of the computer science pathway and various related clubs. Paired with my
love of mathematics, I knew that I wanted to major in �g
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MESA Engineering Program, and Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society. During my freshman year I was
very ambitious and wanted to be part of as many student organizations as possible to have the
opportunity to network and learn from my peers. I have formed some of my greatest friendships
through these clubs, and they have truly shaped my college experience for the better. As a
commuter student, these clubs created a sense of community and safe space on campus,
which I am very grateful for.

3. What is your dream job?
My dream job would be a role in which I am able to solve problems everyday in a creative
manner while also making a positive impact in my community.

4. What advice would you share with your freshman self?
The advice I would give to my freshman self is to not be shy and to network, network, and
network! Don’t be too tough on yourself and keep an open mind for new opportunities.


