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|. Argumentation

I. Evidence

I1l. Content and
Organization

A thoughtful, well-
constructed argument that
responds to the prompt and
is supported by evidence
gleaned from thorough
consideration of the texts
on the reading list. The
essay contains a clear thesis
and is grounded in careful
analysis of the texts.

Uses the text as evidence
well and includes insightful
close reading and analysis.
Integrates quotations well
and includes correct
citations.

In addition to meeting the
requirements for a “3,”
excels in the organization

related to the topic. Raises
important issues or ideas
that may not have been
represented in the
literature cited. Would
serve as a good basis for
further research on the
topic

Presents a significant argument about

the texts on the reading list that
addresses all aspects of the prompt.
One or more areas might need

additional explanation or clarification.

Uses the text as evidence sufficiently

but might occasionally provide

inadequate close reading and analysis.

A 3 paper might also struggle with
integration of the quotes and or
citation.

Follows all requirements for the essay.

Topic is carefully focused. Clearly

outlines the major claims related to the
topic; ideas are logically arranged to

" ) present a sound scholarly argument.
and representation of ideas e essay s interesting and holds the

reader’s attention. Shows credible
knowledge of relevant works used

from the reading list. General ideas are
elaborated upon in a logical manner
thereby extending the significance of

the evidence from the works cited
from the reading list.

Fails to make an argument
altogether or presents an
insignificant argument that does
not address the prompt
adequately, illuminate anything
significant or offer any original
insights.

Fails to present any textual
evidence or includes minimal
textual evidence  with little or no
analysis. Struggles with integrating
quotations or contains incorrect
citations.
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The essay is logically or

thematically incohery v
y yelevant works



