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Course and Contact Information
Instructor:

Dr. Zehlia Babaci-Wilhite

Email: Zehlia.babaci-wilhite@sjsu.edu

Virtual Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday: 2:00 pm to 3:00pm (by appointment)

Class Days/Time: Monday: 6:00-8:45pm

Classroom: Zoom URL: Join URL: https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/82971535507?
pwd=43BfOXvCPgbEFBbGWVzSlfjBcnTnpU.1

Prerequisites: GE Areas A1 (Oral Communication) and A2 (Written Communication I) with grades of
C- or better

GE/SJSU Studies Category: GE A3 / Critical Thinking and Writing

 Course Information
ENGL 1B Course Description

ENGL 1B is an introductory writing course that focuses on the relationship between language and logic
when composing arguments. We will focus on Artificial Intelligence with a focus on Science, T Gei
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(STEAM) as well as Natural Language Processing (NLP) and Natural Language Understanding (NLU).
Building on the skills acquired in ENGL 1A, you will learn to reason effectively and think rhetorically to
invent, dem e en(NLn(NU)



must be in revised final draft form. Assignments include in-class writing as well as revised out-of-class
essays.
 
Reading: In addition to being writing intensive, ENGL 1B is also a reading course. You will read a variety
of literary, rhetorical, and professional works of the human intellect and imagination. Secondary
materials will be read to help situate the historical and cultural contexts in which the primary texts
were created. All the readings serve as useful models of writing for academic, general, and specific
audiences.
 
Critical Thinking: In addition to focusing on how to write arguments, the course also teaches you how to
analyze and evaluate texts critically. More specifically, you will practice evaluating arguments for
purpose, audience, rhetorical strategies, conclusions; evaluating ideas by contextualizing your
assumptions and values (historical, cultural, socio-economic, political); and evaluating your own
understanding of ideas by identifying your own interpretative lens.
 
Oral: You will be presenting your arguments orally to class both as an individual and as part of a group.

Faculty Web Page and MYSJSU Messaging
Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, assignment instructions, et  Assign Assign an fi of cla la la la l as la&la illllllaYou wi  sllaYo Mo 

/english/frosh/program-policies.php


 Program Information
Welcome to this General Education course.

SJSU’s General Education Program establishes a strong foundation of versatile skills, fosters curiosity
about the world, promotes ethical judgment, and prepares students to engage and contribute responsibly
and cooperatively in a multicultural, information-rich society. General education classes  e y t

https://sjsu.edu/general-education/ge-requirements/overview/learning-outcomes.php




Assignment Word Count and Learning Goals Assignment % Worth Word Count GELO

Research Proposal and Outline 50 250 1-3

Essay #1: Rhetorical analysis 150 750 1-3

Outline/Draft Essay #1 50 250 1-3

Essay #2: Research argument 150 750 1-5

Outline/Draft Essay #2 50 250 1-5

Multimodal Presentation (Group) 50 10 minutes 1-3

Multimodal Presentation (Individual) 50 5 minutes 1-5

Reading/Quizzes (25 points per quiz) 150 1500 1-5

Workshops: Library/Peer Review 100 1500 1-5

Final Portfolio 100 750 TBD

Participation/Discussion 100 N/A 1-5

Total 1000

 Grading Information
Specify your grading policy here. Include the following:

All grades will be posted on Canvas including assignments we do in class. Each assignment’s
percentage points (from above) will be a separate section on Canvas. Any writing related to that
assignment will be in a separate module. I grade most major assignments out of 100 and the grades
are on a +/- system
There is no extra credit for this course except for the ones using the camera
Percentages for each assignment are in the section under “Assignment word count and weight”
Late work will be reduced accordingly
Must receive a C- or higher to pass the course





 University Policies
Per University Policy S16-9 (PDF) (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf), relevant university policy
concerning all courses, such as student responsibilities, academic integrity, accommodations, dropping and
adding, consent for recording of class, etc. and available student services (e.g. learning assistance,
counseling, and other resources) are listed on the Syllabus Information
(https://www.sjsu.edu/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php) web page. Make sure to visit this page to
review and be aware of these university policies and resources.

 Course Schedule
Course Schedule

Below is the tentative schedule for the class the academic year. Please keep in mind that as the course
unfolds, there will be inevitable changes to it. Whenever any changes are made, I will notify the class on
Canvas.

 

Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

    Module 1: Introduction

1 M 1/27 ·      Welcome to English 1B

·      Introductions and Icebreakers

·      Discussion on our class topic: Education and
STEM/STEAM/NLP/NLU, our textbook and the active learning
platform for the quizzes.  The class will break up into small groups of
3-4 and discuss a selected topic to develop a research project on
STEM vs STEAM and NLP/ NLU

·      Quiz on your syllabus

·      Read Research/Outlining (
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

2 M 2/3                                       Module 2: Reading and Writing

·      What we will do during our zoom class: Your questions about the
Syllabus

·      Reading: How do you read? Practice active reading: Read
chapter 1

·      Writing: How do you write an outline? Practice active writing

·      Class activity: What are the elements of your project?

·      Each student will take 2-3 minutes to present his/her project and
discuss what s/he found most significant about the project
conducted so far.

  Homework For next time: Read Prewriting Strategies
(https://owl.excelsior.edu/Links to an external site.
(https://owl.excelsior.edu/)) and write an outline of your research
proposal. Complete the quiz of chapter 1

3 M 2/10

 

·      Presentation of your research project/outline

·      Assigning Peer Review groups

·      Respond to your peers´ project

·      Class activity: Continue to analyze the elements of your research
project with references

·      Discuss a new chapter you read to inspire your peers

·      How to use APA format versus MLA

 

  Homework Post your outline on Canvas for an open discussion and then read
Citation and Documentation (https://owl.excelsior.edu/Links to an
external site. (https://owl.excelsior.edu/))

4 M 2/17 Adobe Workshop: Take notes

https://owl.excelsior.edu/
https://owl.excelsior.edu/
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

11 M 4/7

 

Module 5: Individual Presentation and Essay#2

·      Select a chapter for your Multimodal Individual Presentations

·      Read and reflect on the writing prompt for your research
argument essay

·      Discuss the chapters you read

·      Start your outline

  Homework For next time: Prepare your presentation and post your outline on
Canvas, respond to two of your peers.

12 M 4/14

 

Multimodal Individual Presentations 2

To prepare/record and post on Canvas

  Homework For next time: Submit your outline on Canvas Class activity:
Summarizing, paraphrasing, and quoting

13 M 4/21 ·      Discuss your outline and start your first draft Essay#2

·      Demonstrating the learning outcomes of: Gelo 3, 4 and 5

·      Practice on how to use MLA and APA (Revision)

  Homework For next time: Complete the first draft of your Essay #2

14 M 4/28

 

                 Workshop to complete the Essay #2

·       Assigning Peer Review groups.

·       Read and respond to your peer´s draft.

  Homework For next time: Complete and submit your final draft Essay#2 on
Canvas



Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

15 M 5/5 MODULE 6: e-Portfolio

·      In-Class: Demonstrating the learning outcomes of: Gelo 1-5

·      E-Portfolio prewriting activity: Integrating evidence into your e-
Portfolio

·      Assemble and prepare the inventories and the outline for the Self
Reflection Essay and e-Portfolio

·      Discussion and Informal Peer Review.

  Homework For next time: Complete your e-Portfolio

16 M 5/12 ·      Write a practice essay in preparation for the Final Self-Reflection
Essay that is the centerpiece of your e-Portfolio

·      You will be uploading the Final e-Portfolio.

Final e-Portfolio to submit on Canvas (with the e-Portfolio materials
for your assessment).


