


GE Area(s): A3. Critical Thinking and Writing

Prerequisite(s): Completion of GE Area A2 with a grade of "C-" or better.

Note(s): ENGL 2 is not open to students who successfully completed ENGL 1B.

Letter Graded

 Classroom Protocols

ENGL 2
This course is open to all students needing to fulfill GE Area A3 (Critical Thinking). It is not open to
students who have successfully completed ENGL 1B.
Prerequisite: ENGL 1A or Stretch English (with a grade of C- or better)

Course Content
%QWTUG�1XGTXKGY�CPF�-G[�+PHQTOCVKQP
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Want to convince your friend that the Warriors are better than the Lakers? ...Defend your favorite
musician against people who lob negative comments?...Persuade your roomate to choose Chipotle
over In and Out? To argue any of these perspectives effectively, you must identify your audience,
frame an effective argument using evidence to back up your ideas, and choose the right context or
platform in which to communicate. These are skills you will learn and practice in Engl 2. 

%QORQUKPI�6GZV�CPF�&KIKVCN�#TIWOGPVU� In 2025, platforms for argument are often visual (meme,
social media, YouTube, infographic), so you will practice analyzing visual arguments and presenting
your argument in a visual format. But text is far from dead, so you will also write essays and short
answer text responses in class and for homework. 

4GCFKPI� You will read short articles, research papers, and other forms of written and visual text in
class and for homework. There are no assigned textbooks for Engl 2. All required reading will be
posted on Canvas. 

4GUGCTEJ� You will learn how . ursah� a
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#ECFGOKE�+PVGITKV[� As a SJSU student, your commitment is to learning. The University Academic
Integrity PolicyLinks to an external site.

/senate/docs/S07-2.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/
https://comm.sjsu.edu/NjYzLVVLUS05OTgAAAGXUSGD0nM9YHt1wFy8RV_63xSt8HKG0Y95J6h-bwpxrZO9kcLRs7NPt4VRCE0gQPzDTjQMGgA=




/writingcenter/faculty-services/generative-ai-resources.php
/english/frosh/program-policies.php


https://sjsu.edu/general-education/ge-requirements/overview/learning-outcomes.php


Area A3 courses develop students’ understanding of the relationship of language to logic. By engaging
students in complex issues requiring critical thinking and effective argumentation, A3 courses develop
students’ abilities to research and analyze important topics and to construct their own arguments on issues
that generate meaningful public debate and deliberation. Courses include explicit instruction and practice in
inductive and deductive reasoning as well as identification of formal and informal fallacies of language and
thought. Completion of Area A2 (Written Communication I) with a minimum grade of C- is a prerequisite for
enrollment in Area A3. Completion of Area A3 with a grade of C- or better is a CSU graduation requirement.

)'�#TGC�#��.GCTPKPI�1WVEQOGU

Upon successful completion of an Area A3 course, students should be able to:

1. locate, interpret, evaluate, and synthesize evidence in a comprehensive way, including through library
research; and integrate research findings into oral and written arguments through appropriate citation
and quotation;

2. use a range of rhetorical and logical strategies to articulate and explain their positions on complex
issues in dialogue with other points of view;

3. identify and critically evaluate the assumptions in and the contexts of arguments; and
4. use inductive and deductive logic to construct valid, evidence-supported arguments and draw valid

conclusions.

9TKVKPI�2TCEVKEG� Students will write a minimum of 6000 words, at least 4000 of which must be in revised
final draft form.

 Course Materials
4GSWKTGF�6GZVU��None- we will be using free texts and readings that will be posted on Canvas. 

 Course Requirements and Assignments
%QWTUG�4GSWKTGOGPVU�CPF�#UUKIPOGPVU 

This Engl 2 Course has four major assignments and a final portfolio project, along with other short
assignments, and reading responses throughout the semester. 

Major Assignments for Engl 2 Section 20:

1. Rhetorical analysis warmup essay     
2. Visual text analysis essay
3. Research-Based Proposal Argument (focus: an issue that matters to you)

1. Proposal overview 
2. Annotated bibliography
3. Proposal argument with research citations 

4. Persuasive Argument Social Media Campaign
5. Reflection essay (required for all Engl 2 students at SJSU)



I will create a set of complete directions for each assignment, which will be posted on Canvas and
discussed in class. Assignments will include reading, formal and informal writing, and, in some cases,
research. Throughout both reading and writing, we will use multiple modes of communication (oral, written,
digital, and visual). 

/[�6GCEJKPI�2JKNQUQRJ[

My goal for Engl 2 is that every student will succeed and pass the course so you can get credit for this GE
course and move forward at SJSU. If you come to class and do the work, you can get at least the C- grade
required to earn credit for Engl 2. If you want to get an A, you can reach that goal through consistent effort
and hard work. If you are struggling, I am here to help you!

5WEEGUU�KP�'PIN���TGSWKTGU�fiXG�UKORNG�VJKPIU�Ǿ

1) Do the reading and homework 

2) Come to class and participate in all individual, partner and group activities (see below for more details)

3) Engage in the writing process by drafting, revising and re-writing each major assignment 

4) Complete work on time 

5) Keep up with all communication about Engl 2 through Canvas. Assignment dates and content could
change throughout the semester, and it’s up to you to keep informed by checking your email. If I reach out
to you individually with a question or concern, be sure to reply on a timely basis.  
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 Grading Information
Points and Grades

Below is a breakdown of the number of words per assignment, the points per assignment and how the
assignment relates to your final grade for the course. In addition, you can see how each assignment
contributes to the course goals or "General Learning Outcomes" (GELO) for Engl 2. 2NGCUG�PQVG�VJCV�VJG
EWOWNCVKXG�ITCFG�VJCV�FKURNC[U�QP�%CPXCU�FQGU�PQV�TGHNGEV�VJG�ITCFG�VJCV�[QW�YKNN�IGV�KP�'PIN���CU�KV�FQGU
PQV�CEEQWPV�HQT�ENCUU�RCTVKEKRCVKQP�Ǿ
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0QVGU

In class assignments and attendance 9 per class      





Draft research proposal   20    

Final research proposal   50    

Draft Annotated bibliography   20    

Final annotated bibliography   50    

Outline for final draft with research citations   20    

Draft research-based proposal essay   10    

Final research-based proposal essay   100    

Reflection   20    

4GUGCTEJ�$CUGF�2TQRQUCN�#TIWOGPV�UWDVQVCN Ǿ ���
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2GTUWCUKXG�5QEKCN�/GFKC�%CORCKIPǾ        

Proposal   ��    

Discussion post with peer feedback (2 at 5pts each)   ��    

Presentation   ���    

2GTUWCUKXG�5QEKCN�/GFKC�%CORCKIP�VQVCN   ��� ���� )'.1�����������
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B  840 to 869  84 to 86.9%

B -  800 to 839  80 to 83.9%

C +  770 to 799  77 to 79.9%

C  740 to 769  74 to 76.0%

C -  700 to 739  70 to 73.9%

D +  670 to 699  67 to 69.9%

D  640 to 669  64 to 66.9%

D -  610 to 639  61 to 63.9%

F  BELOW 610  
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Requirements for each assignment will vary, but in all cases, grades will reflect the assignment’s
effectiveness, which is broken down into three major areas: content (this includes maturity and
sophistication of thought), organization, and expression. Please see the rubrics for specific grading criteria
for each assignment. 

'ZVTC�ETGFKV�CPF�TGXKUKQP

Extra credit: There are five assigned Reading Responses throughout the semester. Students can choose to
do up to two additional Reading Responses from the bonus list on Canvas to gain extra points. Any extra
Reading Responses are due by the date of the final exam: May 15th at 5pm.

Revision:  To emphasize the writing process, all major assignments in Engl 2 will have multiple rough drafts
and the final grade will include points for revision. Students may also revise and resubmit any major
assignment, but they must meet with me individually to discuss specific ways the writing could improve.
Any assignment resubmitted without a prior meeting will not regraded. Ǿ

#�PQVG�CDQWV�ITCOOCT�CPF�5VCPFCTF�'PINKUJ�TWNGU 



Every writer comes with their own unique voice, background, language skills and knowledge of grammar
rules and conventions. In our exploration of language, voice, and rhetoric this semester, we will consider
when and how to use different forms of English depending on the genre and purpose of your writing. For
formal essays, we will be learning the rules and conventions of college writing and will review grammar
and punctuation together as needed. If you struggle with issues such as grammar, essay structure, or
punctuation, you are not alone. I’m happy to set up time to go over any speci ecavob,  of are   y�an܀u ܀ �anf
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http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php

