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Course and Contact Information
Instructor:

Dr. Zehlia Babaci-Wilhite

Email: Zehlia.babaci-wilhite@sjsu.edu

Virtual Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday: 2:00pm to 3:00pm (by appointment)

Class Days/Time: Tuesday: 6:00-8:45pm

Classroom: Join : https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/89575011607?
pwd=hXmuub1jCMQfdbJggHbv4CK2EwT0tV.1

Prerequisites: GE Areas A1 (Oral Communication) and A2 (Written Communication I) with grades
of C- or better

GE/SJSU Studies Category: GE A3 / Critical Thinking and Writing

 Course Information
ENGL 
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Oral: You will be presenting your arguments orally to class both as an individual and as part of a
group.

Faculty Web Page and MYSJSU Messaging
Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, assignment instructions, etc. can be found on the
Canvas Learning Management System course login website. You’re responsible for regularly checking
with the messaging system through MySJSU to learn of any updates. For help with using Canvas see
Canvas Student Resources page.

Time Commitment
Success in ENGL 2 is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a
minimum of 45 hours over the length of the course (normally three hours per unit per week) for
instruction, preparation/studying, or course related activities, including but not limited to internships,
labs, and clinical practica. Other course structures will have equivalent workload expectations as
described in the syllabus.

Final Examination or Evaluation
In ENGL 2, our learning culminates in a digital Reflection and Portfolio Assignment. In this assignment,
we will gather samples of our writing that demonstrate our learning; we will write a reflection essay
that explains what we have learned, how we learned it, and how we will use it in future learning; and
we will submit our portfolio for consideration to other people in the first-year writing program. This is
our chance to identify and articulate what we’ve learned and what we’ll take forward with us into future
learning/writing experiences.

Program Policies
First-Year Writing policies are listed at the following website:
https://www.sjsu.edu/english/frosh/program-policies.php
(https://www.sjsu.edu/english/frosh/program-policies.php).

 Program Information
Welcome to this General Education course.

SJSU’s General Education Program establishes a strong foundation of versatile skills, fosters curiosity
about the world, promotes ethical judgment, and prepares students to engage and contribute responsibly
and cooperatively in a multicultural, information-rich society. General education classes integrate areas of
study and encourage progressively more complex and creative analysis, expression, and problem solving.

The General Education Program has three goals:

/english/frosh/program-policies.php


https://sjsu.edu/general-education/ge-requirements/overview/learning-outcomes.php


2. use a range of rhetorical and logical strategies to articulate and explain their positions on complex
issues in dialogue with other points of view;

3. identify and critically evaluate the assumptions in and the contexts of arguments; and
4. use inductive and deductive logic to construct valid, evidence-supported arguments and draw valid

conclusions.

Writing Practice: Students will write a minimum of 6000 words, at least 4000 of which must be in revised
final draft form.

 Course Materials
Required Texts

Textbook to buy with the learning platform

Babaci-Wilhite, Zehlia (2021). Learning Critical Thinking Skills Beyond 21st Century for Multidisciplinary
Courses. Purchase your course materials here: https://store.cognella.com/99473

Order the book as soon as possible to receive the quizzes access code

https://owl.excelsior.edu/

 

Other Readings

Other readings and videos provided throughout the semester through Canvas.

 Course Requirements and Assignments
SJSU classes are designed such that to be successful, you are expected to spend a minimum of forty-five
hours for each unit of credit (normally three hours per unit per week), including preparing for class,
participating in course activities, completing assignments, and have your Camera on during class.

Assignment Word Count and Learning Goals Assignment % Worth Word Count GELO

Research Proposal and Outline 50 250 1-3

Essay #1: Rhetorical analysis 150 750 1-3

Outline/Draft Essay #1 50 250 1-3

Essay #2: Research argument 150 750 1-5



Outline/Draft Essay #2 50 250 1-5

Multimodal Presentation (Group) 50 10 minutes 1-3

Multimodal Presentation (Individual) 50 5 minutes 1-5

Reading/Quizzes (25 points per quiz) 150 1500 1-5

Workshops: Library/Peer Review 100 1500 1-5

Final Portfolio 100 750 TBD

Participation/Discussion 100 N/A 1-5

Total 1000

 Grading Information
Specify your grading policy here. Include the following:

All grades will be posted on Canvas including assignments we do in class. Each assignment’s
percentage points (from above) will be a separate section on Canvas. Any writing related to that
assignment will be in a separate module. I grade most major assignments out of 100 and the grades
are on a +/- system
There is no extra credit for this course except for the ones using the camera
Percentages for each assignment are in the section under “Assignment word count and weight”
Late work will be reduced accordingly
Must receive a C- or higher to pass the course

 

The department’s standard grading scheme consists of the following: “Requirements for assignments will
vary, but in all cases essay grades will reflect the paper’s effectiveness, which is broken down into three
major areas: content (this includes maturity and sophistication of thought), organization, and expression.

The following are the criteria by which essays are typically evaluated in first-year writing courses:

An “A” range essay is organized and well-developed, demonstrating a clear understanding and fulfillment of
the assignment, written in a unique and compelling voice. It will show the student’s ability to use language
effectively with a solid command of grammar, mechanics, and usage.



http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php


Below is the tentative schedule for the class the academic year. Please keep in mind that as the course
unfolds, there will be inevitable changes to it. Whenever any changes are made, I will notify the class on
Canvas.

 

Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

    Module 1: Introduction

1 T 1/28 ·      Welcome to English 1B

·      Introductions and Icebreakers

·      What we will do during our zoom class: Your questions about the
Syllabus

·      Discussion on our class topic: Education and
STEM/STEAM/NLP/NLU, our textbook and the active learning
platform for the quizzes: The class will break up into small groups of
3-4 and discuss a selected topic to develop a research project on
STEM vs STEAM or NLP/ NLU

·      Quiz on your syllabus/Download Adobe Express

·      Read Research/Outlining (

�� �� �W �R �U �J�& �Q�V �V �G �+ �E �P �U �U �K �V �' �F �J�P �K �C �U �U �� �V �� �� �C�V �G �Z �M �G �K �O �C �C �� �X �K �M

�


�þ

�K �Q �O �Q �H �Q �G �M�H �Q �T �K �P �E �� �T �� �R �P �O �M�U �� ���W �T �K �M�U �� �C �� �E �H �Q �� �T�Q �U �K�� �I �� �Q �E �U �U �� �V �� �Q �D �G �W �H �G �U �V �G �F �� �Q �P�� �C�G �N �C�þ

�þ

�T �G �P �F�� �V �J �G �� �U �[ �N �N �C �D �W �F

�þ

�� �C �P �F

�þ

�� �V �J �G ���W �T �K �P �K �P �I�. �R �T �+ �E�W �U �U �� �
�� �� �W �R �U �J�& �Q�V �V �G �+ �T �P �U �U �K �V �' �F �J�P �K �C �U���V�����C�U�V�G�Z�M�G�K�O�C�C���X�K�M�


https://owl.excelsior.edu/
https://owl.excelsior.edu/


https://owl.excelsior.edu/
https://owl.excelsior.edu/


Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

  Homework  For next time: Post your notes on Canvas- Read and complete a quiz
on a new selected chapter (4 or 5)

5 T 2/25 Module 3: Presentation #1

·      Presentation on Language in STEM vs STEAM & NLP/NLU

·      Discussion and activity: What is the purpose of STEAM education
and what are the 21  century critical thinking skills?

In class research: resources on different literacies (visual literacy,
digital literacy, science literacy, virtu.圀 Ր ci giur r·  　

https://owl.excelsior.edu/
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

12 T 4/8

 

·      Start your first draft Essay#2

·      Demonstrating the learning outcomes of: Gelo 3, 4 and 5

·      Practice on how to use MLA and APA (Revision)

·      Assigning Peer Review groups

Class activity: Summarizing, paraphrasing, and quoting 

  Homework For next time: Submit your outline on Canvas.

13 T 4/15               Multimodal Individual Presentations 2

To prepare/record and post on Canvas

  Homework For next time: Complete the first draft of your Essay #2.

14 T 4/22

 

                 MODULE 6: e-Portfolio

·      In-Class: Demonstrating the learning outcomes of: Gelo 1-5

·      E-Portfolio prewriting activity: Integrating evidence into your e-
Portfolio

·      Assemble and prepare the inventories and the outline for the Self
Reflection Essay and e-Portfolio

·      Discussion and Informal Peer Review.

  Homework For next time: Complete and submit your final draft Essay#2 on
Canvas

15 T 4/29 ·      Write a practice essay in preparation for the Final Self-Reflection
Essay that is the centerpiece of your e-Portfolio

·      You will be uploading the Final e-Portfolio.

  Homework For next time: Complete your e-Portfolio



Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

16 T 5/6 Final e-Portfolio to submit on Canvas (with the e-Portfolio materials
for your assessment).


