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Dr. Dustin Mulvaney
Email: dustin.mulvaney@sjsu.edu
Office: 115A Washington Square Hall -WSQ

O

Tuesday, 3:00 PM to 5:45 PM, Hugh Gillis Hall 223

 Course Description and Requisites
Development, interpretation, application and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations and legal
policies by legislatures, courts, administrative agencies and citizens. Examination of air and water quality,
hazardous materials, workplace, land use and wetlands regulation, international, ethical and efficacy
issues.

Prerequisite: ENVS 1 or Instructor Consent.
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 Classroom Protocols

You are responsible for regularly checking with the
messaging system through MySJSU. Course
materials such as the syllabus, assignments,
readings, and handouts will be found on canvas
(https://sjsu.  nment

https://sjsu.instructure.com/
/envs/undergraduate/undergraduate-programs.php




Other learning outcomes:

(1) Communicate effectively by listening actively; formulating, articulating, and explaining ideas clearly
using oral and written techniques

(2) Develop and apply scientific knowledge (i.e., biological, physical, and socioeconomic) to evaluate and
justify environmental and natural resource law creation and on-the-ground management decisions; the
relationship between science, law, and policy.

 Course Materials
There is no required textbook for this course. Readings and assignments will be uploaded to canvas either
as a link or .pdf

 Course Requirements and Assignments
30% of your grade will be for three to four assignments. 

50% of your grade will be a midterm exam and a cumulative final exam. 

20% of your grade will be participation in class activities and discussions. 

 Grading Information
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http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php


50 Years of the Clean Water Act 

US EPA, History of the Clean Water Act

50 Years After the Clean Water Act—Gauging Progress Links ��



Leach, W. D., An, B. Y., & Tang, S. Y. (2021). Evaluating California’s Sustainable Groundwater Management
Act: The first five years of governance and planning. JAWRA Journal of the American Water Resources
Association, 57(6), 972-989.

History of the Water Boards
(https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/about_us/water_boards_structure/history_water_ rights.html).

Week 11 - Climate & Energy Policy

Bistline et al. 2023. Emissions and Energy Impacts of the Inflation Reduction Act

Week 12 - Mining and Extractive Industries Law

Backyard Problems Extractive industries keep leaving toxic messes across the West. Will history continue
to repeat itself? (https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3fe6fa7da3144d2a9f35ac0576f333f2)

Recommendations to Improve Mining on Public Lands FINAL REPORT SEPTEMBER 2023. 
(https://www.doi.gov/media/document/mriwg-report-final-508-pdf)

Week 13 - Global Environmental Law

Scheidel, A., Del Bene, D., Liu, J., Navas, G., Mingorría, S., Demaria, F., ... & Martínez-Alier, J. (2020).
Environmental conflicts and defenders: A global overview. Global Environmental Change, 63, 102104.

Week 14 - Environmental Justice

Fernandez-Bou, A. S., Ortiz-Partida, J. P., Dobbin, K. B., Flores-Landeros, H., Bernacchi, L. A., & Medellín-
Azuara, J. (2021). Underrepresented, understudied, underserved: Gaps and opportunities for advancing
justice in disadvantaged communities. Environmental Science & Policy, 122, 92-100.

A Progressive Take on Permitting Reform: Principles and Policies to Unleash a Faster, More Equitable Green
Transition (https://rooseveltinstitute.org/publications/a-progressive-take-on-permitting-reform/)

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/about_us/water_boards_structure/history_water_rights.html
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3fe6fa7da3144d2a9f35ac0576f333f2
https://www.doi.gov/media/document/mriwg-report-final-508-pdf
https://rooseveltinstitute.org/publications/a-progressive-take-on-permitting-reform/

