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COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES: Water, or lack of it, is the defining characteristic 
of development in the Western United States. Using multiple analytical frameworks, 
including history, law, economics, environmental science, and sociology, we will 
investigate the interrelationships of key policies, players, and projects involved in 
Western water.  More specifically, we will critically examine how important federal, 
state, and local water policies arose and how they affect different stakeholder groups 
(e.g., irrigators, environmentalists, indigenous peoples, the local citizenry, government 
entities, public water resource agencies). We will also learn about how stakeholder values 
and corresponding water policies have changed, or failed to change, over time. Skills you 
will develop or enhance in this class include writing, research, oral presentation, and 
critical thinking in the context of policy analysis. 

 
Over the semester, you will: 
§ gain a working familiarity of major Western water policies and their underlying 

philosophies; 
§ learn how these policies have been applied through case studies;  
§ have an opportunity to explore in-depth a water policy of personal interest; and 
§ practice communicating your findings to others, orally and in writing.  

 
Generally, we will meet weekly for lectures, in-class exercises and discussions. Outside 
of class homework assignments will include completing course readings and being 
prepared to discuss course materials, conducting web-based research, writing short 
essays, leading class discussions, online quizzes, working in small groups, and preparing 
and giving a presentation using a computer and presentation software.  

 
 
REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS: The following texts will form the basis of class 
discussions and assignments. 
1) THE GREAT THIRST: CALIFORNIANS AND WATER—A HISTORY. Revised 

Edition. Norris Hundley, Jr. 2001. University of California Press: Berkeley.  
2) SUSTAINABLE WATER: CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS FROM 

CALIFORNIA. Allison Lassiter, Ed., 2015. University of California Press: Oakland.    
Available online via the MLK Library website. 

 

!
"#$%%!&$'%()*+,%-!! Wednesdays, 1:30pm – 4:15pm !
!
./0$1*/2-! ! Clark Building 224 
!
32%14501/4-!! ! Costanza Rampini, Ph.D. 

costanza.rampini@sjsu.edu 
                Office Hours: Tuesday 2-3pm via Zoom, or by appointment 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Zoom link: https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/7584683631  
                                    Please email me 24 hours in advance.  
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Oct. 23 I. Guest lecture by Deb Kramer 
from Keep Coyote Creek 
Beautiful (1:30-2p) 
II. Anadromous Fish 
II. Policy Paper Assignment 

• Lassiter (2015), Chapter 12 
• Read Simons (2020) & watch 

video at 
https://baynature.org/2020/06/24/d
id-salmon-always-live-in-san-jose/ 

• Listen to!


