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San Jose State University 
School of Planning, Policies, and Environmental Studies 

Introduction to Environmental Issues, Spring 2025 
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Instructor: Dr. Janin Guzman Morales 

O8ice Location: WQS 115C/Online 

Email:   janin.guzmanmorales@sjsu.edu 
Canvas Message 

In-Person, Mon/Wed @ 1:30-2:45pm, 
DMH 164 

Prerequisites: Completion of GE Area A2 with grade of 
“C-“ or better 

GE/SJSU Studies 
Category: Critical Thinking and Writing 

Grade Letter 
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I enthusiastically welcome ALL of you to Introduction to Environmental Issues!  What 
e8ects are human activities having on the natural environment and our quality of life? In 
this course, we will learn the architecture of what constitutes the natural environment as 
well as the social, cultural, political, and economic context under which human societies 
have and continue to change the environment. We will critically analyze and discuss, from 
varied perspectives, the legacy and contemporary dynamics in the human-environment 
complex system causing environmental degradation. The purpose is to develop 
professional skills towards proposing equalitarian solutions to today’s most challenging 
environmental realities.  Learn how your personal and career choices can protect the 
environment for current and future generations.   
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Welcome to this General Education course 

SJSU’s General Education Program establishes a strong foundation of versatile skills, 
fosters curiosity about the world, promotes ethical judgment, and prepares students to 
engage and contribute responsibly and cooperatively in a multicultural, information-rich 
society. General education classes integrate areas of study and encourage progressively 
more complex and creative analysis, expression, and problem solving. 
 
The General Education Program has three goals: 
 

Goal 1: To develop students’ core competencies for academic, personal, creative, 
and professional pursuits. 
 
Goal 2: To enact the university’s commitment to diversity, inclusion, and justice by 
ensuring that students have the knowledge and skills to serve and contribute to the 
well-being of local and global communities and the environment. 
 
Goal 3: To o8er students integrated, multidisciplinary, and innovative study in 
which they pose challenging questions, address complex issues, and develop 
cooperative and creative responses. 
 

More information about the General Education Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs) can be 
found on the SJSU General Education website.  
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Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
 

1. Understand and explain key environmental issues. 
 

2. Analyze the interrelationships between resource use, economics, politics, social 
justice, and environmental degradation. 

 
3. Identify social, political, and technical solutions that will guide change towards 

more sustainable communities today, and in the years to come. 
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GE Area A3: Critical Thinking and Writing 
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STEP 4: Oral Presentation: (GELO2, CELO3-CELO4) Oral presentations will cover the 
information addressed in your research paper and will be scheduled for the last two 
weeks of class. 
 
STEP 5: Final Draft: The final paper will be due on the last day of class. The paper must 
be a minimum of 1,000 words and not more than 1,500 words (this does not include 
the reference page). The upper limit of 1,500 words is intended to encourage you to 
think carefully about what you want to say and present your arguments concisely and 
clearly. Try to keep your word count close to 1,000 words. Papers must be correctly 
formatted and cited according to one of the 3 citation formats listed below. 
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Online Citation Resources 

For this class, you will be able to use whichever citation style you prefer, as long as you are 
consistent throughout your papers. Here are some links to useful citation guides for three 
di8erent citation styles. 
 
 
MLA: 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_g
uide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html 
 
APA: 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_gu
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Extra Credit 
Students are responsible for recording the details of any o8ered extra credit assignments. 

'

?#0@,*+0$A'3"60&0,+'
Per University Policy S16-9 (PDF), relevant university policy concerning all courses, such as 
student responsibilities, academic integrity, accommodations, dropping and adding, 
consent for recording of class, etc. and available student services (e.g. learning assistance, 
counseling, and other resources) are listed on the Syllabus Information web page. Make 
sure to visit this page to review and be aware of these university policies and resources.  


