SanJoséState University
Department of Environmental Studies
ENVS 01 (CRN 27769)
Analyzing Environmental Issues

Spring 2023
Course and Contact Information
Instructor: Cristina Siegel
Office Location: WSQ111B
Email: cristina.siegel@sjsu.edu
Office Hours: In person: M11:0042:00pmé& 1:30-2:30

or by appointmentMon-Wed

ClassDays/Time: SEC @: M/W 9:00-10:15am Dudley Moorhead Hall (DMH), Rm 164
GE Category: A3: Critical Thinking andwWriting
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discussions and account for a sizable portion of your grade.

In this courseyou will alsocompleteatleast6,000 words of writingdistributedamong the assignments as
shown in this syllabus.

GE Learning Outcomes(GELOSs) (with relevant assignments).

Thisis a GE A3-Critical Thinking andWriting course.Uponsuccessfutompletionof this GE course students
will be able to:

1.

Locate and evaluate sources, through library research, and integrate research through appropriate
citationandquotation. Debate & defendcritical thinking essay, research paper)

Present effective arguments that use a full range of legitimate rhetorical and logical strategies to
articulateandexplaintheir positions orcomplexissuesn dialoguewith other points ofiew. (Debate &
defends (In class, Packbagkjitical thinking essay)

Effectively locate, interpret, evaluate, and synthesize evidence in a comprehensive way in support of
one’sideas.(Debate & eferd, critical thinking essay)

Identify andcritically evaluate the assumptiomsandthe context ohnargument(Debate &Defend
topics; critical thinking esay; research paper)

Effectively distinguish and convey inductive and deductive patterns as appropriate, sequencing
arguments and evidence logically to draw valid conclusions and articulate related outcomes
(implicationsandconsequences(Debate & defend; research paperitical thinking essay)

Course Learning Outcomes(CLOs) (with relevant assignments):

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1.

Employcredibleinformationsourcesaandinformationto evaluateenvironmentaissuesandformulate
effective sustainability solutiondDébate & defendopics, critical thinking essaysesearch project)

Describe the economics, politi@dsocialprocessethathaveresultedn the environmentahjustice
and degradation of the natural worl@epate & eferd topics, examgyritical thinking essays)
Demonstrateinderstanding ofalid scientificinformationan@®emonstrate
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Required Texts/Readings

Textbook and Online Discussion System
Miller, G. Living in the Environmen20™" edition.

This book is available at the SJSU Bookstore
It is alsoavailable forentat Amazon Textfor
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https://www.amazon.com/Living-Environment-MindTap-Course-List//P 116 0 R/Pg 8 0 R/S/P>><</K 27/Lang(E/pe/Bord87 44 0=sr_1_1?16 d=://-13 5<Y9RKK.o-Course-2RKK.o-Course-2RKK.o-Course-2ReywLin//-13 5<Y9RKK.o-Course-2RKK.o-Course-2RKK45 50ndT83b4F83bthe83berse-2RKK.oS/T0ndT8m.e>
https://www.vitalsource.com/referral?term=9780357142332
mailto:peggy.cabrera@sjsu.edu



https://www.amyglenn.com/Courses/critical.htm
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F15-7.pdf



https://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/conduct-processes/academic-integrity.php
https://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/conduct-processes/academic-integrity.php

So, you may ask yourself where the line is drawn between an assistive tool that uses Al machine learning a
NLP-Natural Language Processing like GrammariyackbacKwhich is 100% approved for usage) and an Al
content creation engine like OpenAl (which is not approved for use in our class). The best way | can descrik
the difference would be to use the analogy of building a house. Whether you have the best hammer or the
cheapest, if you are hammering the nails into the wood itself, you can say to have built the house yourself.
However, if you just gave a work crew the address and some general guidelines and then left, you can't clai
be a house builder. Grammarly is a tool, like having a really nice hammer. OpenAl (Jasper, ChatGPT, GPT-
GPT-4, etc) is leaving a work crew with just some basic guidelines and an address while you're on the other
side of town having lunch.

In our class, the process is part of the point. The process of researching and writing with low stakes now wil
better equip you to navigate higher-stakes, more complex problems in the future.

Whether a paid ghostwriter or an Al, using any person or service to create work for you that you submit for
credit as if it were your own goes against our academic integrity policy. Additionally, ensure you feel confide
in understanding thB8JSU Academic Integrity Policand please let me know if any questions come up!

Like the calculator, Al is here to stay. It will just be up to us as ethical members of the academic community
discern how, when, and where it's appropriate to use.”

Online Citation Resources

For this class,you will be using the Chicago-
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https://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/conduct-processes/academic-integrity.php
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/turabian/turabian-author-date-citation-quick-guide.html
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https://www.sjsu.edu/aec/
mailto:aec-info@sjsu.edu

participate in inclass
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Grading Information

Your grade will be based on your exams, quizzes, assignments, and class participation. Total points possiblc
may change based on progress of the semester.

Grading Overview and Assessment of Learning Objective@ast updated: 11/9/22)
Assignment
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