
 College of Social Sciences / Environmental Studies Department 

ENVS 117, Human Ecology, Spring 2023 

 

Instructor: Dr. Will Russell 

Office Hours: 
Monday 1:30-2:30 and by 
appointment. 

Email: will.russell@sjsu.edu 

Class Schedule: Monday 10:30AM - 1:15PM 



LaDuke, W. (2017). All our Relations: Native Struggles for Land and Life. Haymarket 

https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/lib/sjsu/detail.action?docID=4548443
https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/lib/sjsu/detail.action?docID=4548443




Providing the group your insights in an engaging and respectful manner. Statements are 
always more interesting if they are backed up by logic and evidence. 

2. Presentations – As a presenter it is your job to make your subject informative and 
entertaining. Please be professional and creative! 

3. Respect and Decorum - All members of this class will work to insure a positive learning 
environment for everybody.  The subject matter of this course will include topics related 
to gender, race, and ethnicity; and it is essential that we are able to dialog about these 
subjects in a manner is thoughtful and respectful to everyone in our community.  

4. Attendance – It is important to attend class unless you are feeling ill or have an 
emergency. If you are feeling ill, or feel like you might be getting sick, please do not 
come to class.  If you need to miss class, email me to let me know what you can’t be 
there (will.russell@sjsu.edu). 

Grading 
Your grade in this course will be based on your essays, discussion postings, and presentations, 
with 90-100 % =A; 80-89 % =B; 70-79 % =C; 60-69 % =D; and less than 60 % = F: 

Assignment % Grade  

Weekly Reading Discussion Posts 20% 

Culture Share 20% 

Article Summary 20% 

Traditional Roots Written Report 20% 

C

http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F15-7.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/president/docs/directives/PD_1997-03.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/president/docs/directives/PD_1997-03.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/aec/


ENVS 117 / Environmental Thought / Russell 

Tentative Course Schedule Fall 2020 

The instructor reserves the right to alter the schedule and add materials.  Please check 
Canvas for any updates. 

Date Topic , Readings Assignments Due 

1/30 
The History of The 
Humans 

Syllabus 
Class Introductions 
 

2/6 Human Ecology 

1. LaDuke, Intro:1-6 (textbook). 
3. Are Hunter-Gatherers the Happiest 
Humans to Inhabit Earth? (link on 
Canvas) 

Discussion P



Date Topic , Readings Assignments Due 


