San José State University
College of Social Sciences / Environmental Studies Department
ENVS 150, Introduction to Environmental Thought and Philosophy

Spring 2023
Instructor: Dr. Will Russell -
Office Hours: Monday 1:30-2:30, or by apt. )
Email: will.russell@sjsu.edu
Peggy Cabrera

Library Liaison: (peggy.cabrera@sjsu.edu)

Class Format Asynchronous Online

Course Description

An introduction to significant works in the field of environmental studies. Topics
covered include preservation, conservation, biocentrism, environmental justice, eco-
feminism, deep ecology, and environmental activism.

Course Overview and Organization

This course will be taught entirely online using Canvas! Readings, discussions, and
assignments will be required twice weekly. This course is designed to provide upper
division students with an opportunity to investigate the historic and cultural context of
environmental thought, history, and philosophy. The evolution of our society has
direct and profound influence on our attitudes toward nature. These attitudes are
reflected in science, literature, government, religion, art, and our management of
natural resources.

Department Program Learning Outcomes

The Department Program Learning Outcomes for all Environmental Studies
undergraduates and graduate students are found at
http.//www.sjsu.edu/depts/EnvStudies/assessment/. This course will be used to
promote undergraduate student learning for the following outcomes:

SLO 1 - Qualitative Environmental Literacy: Students are able to write a logical
analytical paper using good writing style and construction supported by appropriate
research.

Environmental Thought, ENVS 150 Page 1 of 6


http://www.sjsu.edu/depts/EnvStudies/assessment/

SLO 3 - Content Environmental Literacy: Students will develop proficiency in the
interdisciplinary sustainability principles that are the foundation of environmental
studies; they will know the key environmental challenges facing the planet, know
relevant interdisciplinary information about these challenges, and be able to
develop/identify feasible solutions

Required Texts
1
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Personal Environmental Philosophy

A 1000-1500 word personal environmental philosophy will be required from each
student. The philosophy should describe your personal environmental perspective in
direct reference to the course readings and class discussions. Also include how your
personal lens - cultural identity, gender, family history, life experience, etc. influence
your philosophy. Be sure to answer the question “How do I as an individual relate to
the natural world —am | a part of it, or apart from it?” Include a bibliography with
referenced material in APA style that includes at least five outside references (not from
the course text). You may include as many references from the text as you like. See
course schedule for date due.

Grading Rubric for Personal Environmental Philosophy
| Word Count 10
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ENVS 150 / Environmental Thought - Course Schedule



Date Topic Readings Assignments Due

f Letter from Evo Morales (linked

file)
L I Encyclical (linked file) :

4/28 | Current Directions §  Green New Deal (linked file) Reaction 11

I Greta Thunberg (linked file)

f Haaland (linked file)
5/5 | Final Exam Environmental

Philosophies Due




