
San Jose State University 
College of Social Sciences / Environmental Studies 

EnvS 152, Globalization and the Environment 
 

Instructor Bruce Olszewski  

Office Location Washington Square Hall 115D 

Telephone (408) 924-5350 

Email Bruce.Olszewski@sjsu.edu   

Office Hours Tues and Thurs 1:30-3:30 and Friday by appointment  

Class Days/Time Access on-line modules every Wednesday 

Classroom http://www.sjsu.edu/at/ec/canvas/ 

Prerequisites 
SJSU requires the completion of all core GE courses, a 
passing WST score, and upper division standing (56 units 
completed) to enroll in SJSU Studies courses such as this one. 

GE/SJSU Studies Category Area R: Earth and Environment 

 

Classroom Format 
This on-line course requires and expects about 2 hours and 45 minutes of weekly 

participation. This is the equivalent of two weekly in-person meetings.  Access the course each 
Wednesday and work through each item in the weekly MODULE in the order material is 
presented, and submit assignments by the following Wednesday (this gives everyone at least 

preTm

0 g

0

/F2 12 Tf

1 0 0 1 243.65ET

Q

q

0.00000912 0 612 792 re

W* n

BT

/F3 12 Tf

1 0 0 1 392.95 317.93 Tm

0 g

0 G

[( )] TJ

ET

Q46.15 332.57 Tm

00 612 792 d 332.57 is 



builds on the previous one and leads to a comprehensive final essay and exam.  To do well with 
the final paper, students must know material from the entire course.  
 
Office Visits  

Please drop in for a visit if you'd like to discuss something.  This could be some help with 
an assignment, explaining material from the course, or anything else.  Please do not delay, 
particularly if a deadline is coming up.  Do not rely on the advice of other students as they are 
often mistaken (if I had a dollar for every piece of bad advice I've heard!).  I'd like to work with 
your situation and see you successfully through the course.  Call or email me ASAP or drop in 
during office hours using the information on the first page and let's find a reasonable solution.   
 

Course Description 
This course is about the intertwining issues of science and social science that are 

associated with global trade and the impact that trade has on society and the environment.  
The rapid increase in the worldwide production and distribution of goods has led to 
fundamental changes in the relationship between society, the economy, and the environment: 
an increase in the consumption and discard of products has resulted in increased negative 
environmental impacts.  The wasting of resources in the supply chain (manufacturing, 
packaging, distribution) and end-of-ůŝĨĞ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚ�͞ŵĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ͟�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƐ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚŝĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�
resource efficiency and reduced impacts on people and the environment impacts.   
 Awareness of this issue leads to creating opportunities for improving the efficient use of 
resources and resulting in a reduction of negative environmental impacts.  In this course we will 
study the implications of global trade on the environment and we will investigate how science 
is used to assess the impacts of products.  We will also investigate solutions to the 
environmental problems caused by global trade.  We will study the impact that business, 
international organizations, and trade agreements has on the design of products and how we 
may choose to reduce the negative impacts that trade has on poverty, human rights, and 
human health.  Students will come away with an appreciation of the global nature of the 
human enterprise and an understanding of how we can direct that enterprise to support a 
society that can strive to sustain the natural environment and respect human rights while in the 
pursuit of profit. 
 

Course Goals and Learning Objectives 
 This course fulfills the requirement for SJSU Studies Area R.  As such, this course will 
incorporate issues of diversity into the topics.  Assignments include over 3000 words of writing 
assignments.  Course material will help students master these Student Learning Objectives 
(SLOs): 
Learning Objective 1: A student should be able to demonstrate an understanding of the 

methods and limits of scientific investigation. 
Learning Objective 2: A student should be able to distinguish science from pseudo-science. 
Learning Objective 3: A student should be able to apply a scientific approach to answer 

questions about the earth and environment.  
 
Required Readings: (Note: All required readings can be found on the course web site.) 



Dauvernge, P.  2008.  Globalization and the Environment. Pg. 366-389.  In J. Ravenhill, ed., 
Global Environmental Policy.  Oxford University Press, New York. 
www.politics.ubc.ca/fileadmin/template/main/images/departments/poli_sci/Faculty/da
uvergne/15_Cha14.pdf. Accessed on January 20, 2009. (On the course website) 

Erhenfeld, D.  2005.  The Environmental Limits to Globalization.  Conservation Biology 19:318- 
 326.  (On the course website) 
World Wildlife Fund (WWF).  2008.  Living Planet Report. Gland, Switzerland. 

http://www.panda.org/news_facts/publications/living_planet_report.  Accessed on 
January 20, 2009. (On the course website) 

The Levin Institute.  ND.  Globalization 101.org.  www.globalization101.org.  Accessed on 
August, 2015 

Carnegie Mellon Green Design Institute.  ND.  Economic Input-

http://www.politics.ubc.ca/fileadmin/template/main/images/departments/poli_sci/Faculty/dauvergne/15_Cha14.pdf
http://www.politics.ubc.ca/fileadmin/template/main/images/departments/poli_sci/Faculty/dauvergne/15_Cha14.pdf
http://www.panda.org/news_facts/publications/living_planet_report
http://www.globalization101.org/
http://www.eiolca.net/


http://www.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/organizations/
https://www.respondus.com/products/lockdown-browser/requirements.shtml
https://sjsu.instructure.com/
http://www.sjsu.edu/at/ec/canvas/
http://guides.instructure.com/
https://isupport.sjsu.edu/ecampus/ContentPages/Incident.aspx


Canvas Learning Management System (LMS) and Co



Expectations for writing include citing primary sources, avoiding plagiarism, and meeting basic 
formatting standards, and following instructions.  All papers will be reviewed by TurnItIn.com or 
the Canvas LMS which will note plagiarism and report it to the instructor.   
 
ASSIGNMENTS LIST 
  Record your scores here 

Points Points SEE SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS ON COURSE WEBSITE FOR EACH ASSIGNMENT 

 10 Writing Assignment: Understanding Globalization.   

 6 Syllabus Exam:  This is a multiple choice T/F quiz that assures understanding of the course 
syllabus.  

 10 Writing Assignment: Global Poverty (2000 words):  This assignment is designed to help 
students learn about this issue and organizing data from a literature review into an essay.  It 
is intended as a mechanism to obtain and concentrate key elements from readings into a 
format that identifies issues, terms and to identify potential solutions from a reading while 
ĂůƐŽ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŝŶŐ�ǁŽƌĚ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐŝŶŐ�ƐŬŝůůƐ͘��dŚŝƐ�ĂƐƐŝŐŶŵĞŶƚ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞƐ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�͞ĚĞĞƉĞƌ͟�
projects later in the semester. (Assesses Diversity Goal)  

 10 Writing Assignment: Industrial Ecology (2000 words):  Respond to a list of questions on the 
science, technology, and social components of industrial systems that mimic ecological 
systems  (Assesses SLO3) 

 12 Posted Comments (Discussion): Respond to questions in the discussion section in each 
module.  Full credit requires entering one original comment a response to one student 
comment. Quality and depth required! 

 20 Science-focused assignments: 

Science-Pseudoscience Paper: (Assesses SLO 1 and 2)-10 points 

Life Cycle Assessment Paper: (Assesses SLO 1 and 3)-10 points 

  Paper Amnesty Day:  One missed assignment may be submitted for up to 75% of the value 
of the paper.  Excludes discussions, the final exam, and the final paper.   

 15 Comprehensive Final Paper (1500 words):  This paper includes material from the entire 
course.  Review and analyze science and social science components of the course in a 
comprehensive final paper.  Students show their understanding and mastery of the issues of 
the entire course as they describe as many social, political, environmental, and scientific 
issues as possible in a hypothetical but realistic situation as a product is conceived, 
packaged, and distributed from one country to another.  The paper should be about 4-6 
pages in l



GRADING STANDARDS FOR WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS  
Written assignments will be graded according to the content and the clarity of your 

writing using the following standards as noted in the table below.   
 



student has turned in all assignments, showed improvement throughout the course, participated in 
discussions, attended regularly and has nearly reached the next tier.  Accumulated points that fall 
ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĂĚĞ�ƐĐĂůĞ�ďĞůŽǁ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƐĞŵĞƐƚĞƌ�ŐƌĂĚĞ͘��^:^h�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞƐ�Ă�͞��Žƌ�ďĞƚƚĞƌ�ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ�
in the nine units of upper division GE (Areas R, ^͕�ĂŶĚ�sͿ͘͟� 
 

A 100 to 93 



in learning a highest life priority.  If at any time there are questions about course material or an 
assignment, know that you are always welcome to drop in for an office visit.  No question is too 
big or small!  

�Ğ�ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĞ�ƚŚĞ�͞ǁĞůĐŽŵŝŶŐ�ƉĂŐĞ͟�ƐĞĐƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵƌƐe web site weekly and/or 
your Canvas email for the possibility of important course announcements.  

 
Overview of Due Dates 
Due dates for each assignment are listed in Canvas.  Deadlines for assignments are at 11:59 
p.m.  Excepting serious health issues, no excuses and no reasoned explanations for late posts 
or papers will be accepted.  Always submit assignments well in advance of the deadline.  
Never wait until only a few minutes remain to the deadline



instructor generated material for this course such as exam questions, lecture notes, or 
homework solutions without instructor consent. 

http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html
http://www.sjsu.edu/provost/services/academic_calendars/
http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/
http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/S07-2.htm
http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/
http://tutorials.sjlibrary.org/tutorial/plagiarism/selector.htm
http://www.sjsu.edu/president/docs/directives/PD_1997-03.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/president/docs/directives/PD_1997-03.pdf
http://www.drc.sjsu.edu/
http://www.drc.sjsu.edu/

