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Section 1: Dudley Moorhead Hall (DMH) 149A (Monday and Wednesday 9:00am-10:15am) 

Section 80: ONLINE (no class meetings) 

GE SJSU Studies Category: Area D1: Human Behavior 
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The relationship between humans and the environments around them are constantly changing. 
The field of environmental studies is engaged in understanding the causes, dynamics, and 
solutions to environmental problems. In this course, students will learn about a wide array of 
environmental topics, engage with critical readings and discussions on these issues as well as the 
scientific research, activism, and policy action that communities in the U.S. and around the world 
are engaging in to promote environmental justice and sustainability. 
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Whether you are learning synchronously or asynchronously, we will be using the online Canvas 
modules extensively to engage in discussions, submit assignments, take assessments, and gain 
access to readings and additional videos.  
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Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, assignment instructions, etc. can be found on 
the Canvas website for this course. Students are responsible for regularly checking with the 
messaging and announcement system through Canvas to learn about any updates. 



The best way to contact the instructor is through email or by dropping in during the Zoom office 
hours. If students cannot drop in during off



This book is available at the Spartan Bookstore. The book is available for rent at Amazon.com 
for about $34.00. You can also purchase a hardcover or loose- 



Each module concludes with a short quiz to help prepare for the midterm and to help synthesize 
the week's lesson and topics. 
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The Final will be a project, details of which are described in the Start Here Module in Canvas. 
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The schedule is subject to change with fair notice available in advance. 
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Module 
1 

8/23, 
8/25 

The Environment and Sustainability - Chapter 1, 2.1, 
and 2.2 

Discussion 1: 
Environmental Issue 

Assignment 1 

Quiz 1 

Module 
2 

8/30, 
9/1 

Ecosystems: What are They and How do They Work? 
- Chapter 3 

Outline of Position 
Paper 1 due 9/5 

Quiz 2 

Module 
3 9/8 Urbanization and Sustainability and Environmental 

Economics - Chapter 22 and 23 

Discussion 2: Free 
Public 
Transportation 

Quiz 3 

Module 
4 

9/13, 
9/15 

Politics, Environment, and Sustainability - Chapter 24 
and  

Environmental World views, Ethics, and 
Sustainability - Chapter 25 

Assignment 2 

Quiz 4 

Module 
5 

9/20, 
9/22 

Biodiversity and Natural Selection - Chapter 4, 5.1, 
5.2, Core Case Study and Science Focus 5.1 and 5.2 

Assignment 3 

Quiz 5 

Module 
6 

9/27, 
9/29 

Climate and Terrestrial Biodiversity - Chapter 7 

Sustaining Biodiversity: Saving Species and 
Ecosystems - Chapter 9  

Assignment 4 

Discussion 3: 
Surroundings 

Quiz 6 

Module 
7 

10/4, 
10/6 

Sustaining Biodiversity: Saving Ecosystems and 
Ecosystem Services - Chapter 10 

Position Paper Draft 
Due: 10/10 

Assignment 5 

Quiz 7 

Module 
8 

10/11, 
10/13 

Aquatic Biodiversity - Chapter 8 Assignment 6 

Quiz 8 





University Policies 
Per University Policy S16-9   (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf), relevant information 
to all courses, such as academic integrity, accommodations, dropping and adding, consent for 
recording of class, etc. is available on Office of Graduate and Undergraduate Programs’ Syllabus 
Information Web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/”.  

Make sure to visit this page, review and be familiar with these university policies and resources. 

Student Resources 
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The San José State University Writing Center offers a variety of resources to help students 
become better writers, and all of our services are free for SJSU students. The mission is to 
enhance the writing skills of SJSU students so students can communicate clearly in any setting 
(informal, academic, or professional). They accomplish this goal through creating original 



MLA: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 

APA: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 

Chicago: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/01/ 

For more detailed information on academic integrity, the University of Indiana has very helpful 


