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San José State University 

Department of Environmental Studies 

ENVS 1, Introduction to Environmental Issues, Section 2, Fall, 2021 

Course and Contact Information  

Instructor: Dr. Kathryn Davis 

 

Office Location: Not on campus for Fall Semester  

Email: Contact me through Canvas Inbox 

Office Hours: Weds 4-5, Thurs 10:30-11:30 AM (Zoom) 

Class Days/Time: Tuesday 12:30-1:45 PM, (Zoom) 

GE Category: Area D1: Social Sciences – Human Behavior 

 

 

Course Description  

The relationship between humans and the environments around them are consistently changing. The field of 

environmental studies is engaged in understanding the causes, dynamics, and solutions to environmental 

problems. In this course, students will learn about a wide array of environmental topics, engage with critical 

readings and discussions on these issues as well as they scientific research, activism, and policy action that 

communities in the U.S. and around the world are engaging in to promote environmental justice and 

sustainability. 

 

Catalog: How are humans affecting the earth’s environment?  Discover the scientific, technical, behavioral, and 

social causes of environmental challenges and solutions for moving toward a more sustainable future; learn how 

personal actions can promote sustainability for current and future generations
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Contacting Dr. Davis 

https://www.amazon.com/Living-Environment-G-Tyler-Miller/dp/1337094153/ref=sr_1_1?crid=TMXZQQF10UMQ&keywords=living+in+the+environment+19th+edition&qid=1565648810&s=gateway&sprefix=living+in+the+environ%2Caps%2C192&sr=8-1
https://www.vitalsource.com/referral?term=9780357142332
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Course Requirements and Assignments  

“Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum 

of 45 hours over the length of the course (normally three hours per unit per week) for instruction, 

preparation/studying, or course related activities, including but not limited to internships, labs, and clinical 

practica. Other course structures will have equivalent workload expectations as described in the syllabus.” 

 

Please read the following assignment descriptions carefully. Failing to comply with the specific directions 

given below may result in a loss of credit points for each assignment. 

 

 

1. Midterm and Final Exams (100 points each) – there will be one midterm and a final exam.  The final 

exam is not cumulative.  It will be administered on the day the final exam is scheduled. 

 

2. Weekly reading quiz (180 points total) 

Beginning week 2, there will be a textbook reading quiz most weeks (see the schedule).  Quizzes are to 

be completed on Canvas and will be open for a week, from Monday 8:00 AM to Sunday 11:59 PM.  

You can take the quiz twice and only the highest score will count.  The quizzes are intended to 

encourage you to do the reading (textbook) as well as to check your comprehension of key terms and 

concepts.  Quizzes will be generated randomly from a pool of questions so each student may or may not 

have a completely different quiz from classmates.  In general, quizzes cannot be made up.  They are 

open for an entire week, so if you are dealing with something that will keep you from taking the quiz get 

in touch with me by Friday of the week it is due.  I may ask you for documentation. 

 

3. Debate and Defend
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Contributions to discussion must be: 

 Substantive in content.  While it’s nice to give brief feedback like “thanks” and “good idea” to 

your classmates and such messages are not discouraged, they do not count toward your graded 

contributions.  

 Address your classmates by name. 

 Posts should be relevant to the topic discussed in the reading for that discussion. 

 Are thoughtful and well composed.  Spelling and grammar both count as does punctuation and 

vocabulary appropriate for a university-level course. 

 Extend the conversation in meaningful ways.  Don’t just repeat what others have said, but 

make a new point, provide a new piece of evidence, or ask an insightful question. You might 

introduce a new point of view or piece of information that furthers the discussion. 

Online Citation Resources 

For this class, you will be able to use whichever citation style you prefer, as long as you are consistent 

throughout your papers. Here are some links to useful citation guides for three different citation styles. 

 

 MLA: 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_f

ormatting_and_style_guide.html 

 APA: 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/genera

l_format.html 

 

 CHICAGO: 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_manual_17th_edition/cmos_formatting_a

nd_style_guide/chicago_manual_of_style_17th_edition.html 

 

Plagiarism, intentional or not, will not be tolerated in this course. This course is designed to provoke critical 

thought and writing, and plagiarism will not help you to become a better thinker or writer. For an extensive read 

of the University guidelines for dealing with plagiarism, see the University Academic Integrity Policy F15-7 at 

sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F15-7.pdf. The first incidence of plagiarism will result in a zero (0) for the assignment and 

a report filed with the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development as required by SJSU. A second 

incidence of plagiarism may result in a failing grade for the course and a second report filed.  Here is an idea 

of what plagiarism looks like – this does not replace the definition of plagiarism found at the above link to the 

Academic Integrity Policy: 

 

You are plagiarizing or cheating if you: 

 For written work, copy anything from a book, article, or website and add or paste it into your paper without 

using quotation marks and/or without providing the full reference for the quotation, including page number. 

 

 For written work, summarize/paraphrase in your own words ideas you got from a book, article, or the web 

without providing the full reference for the source (including page number in the humanities). 

 

 For an oral presentation, copy anything from a book, article, or website and present it orally as if it were 

your own words. You must summarize and paraphrase in your own words and bring a list of references in 

case the professor asks to see it. 

 

 Use visuals or graphs you got from a book, article, or website without providing the full reference for the 

picture or table. 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_manual_17th_edition/cmos_formatting_and_style_guide/chicago_manual_of_style_17th_edition.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_manual_17th_edition/cmos_formatting_and_style_guide/chicago_manual_of_style_17th_edition.html
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F15-7.pdf
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Grades 

 

Grade  Percentage 

A plus 100% 

A 95 to 99% 

A minus 90 to 94% 

B plus 87 to 89% 

B 83 to 86% 

B minus 80 to 82% 

C plus 77 to 79% 

C 73 to 76% 

C minus 70 to 72% 

D plus 67 to 69% 

D 63 to 66% 

D minus 60 to 62% 

 

NOTE: Attendance is not part of your grade evaluation per University policy F69-24 at 

sjsu.edu/senatedocs/F69.24.pdf states that “Students should attend all meetings of their classes, not only 

because they are responsible for material discussed therein, but because active participation is frequently 

essential to insure maximum benefit for all members of the class. Attendance per se shall not be used as a 

criterion for grading. 

 

Late Work  

All assignments are due by the due date and time listed in the course calendar. Late work is NOT accepted. 

/senate/docs/F69-24.pdf


ENVS 1

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php
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Accessible Education Center accommodation letter) to discuss reasonable options or adjustments. During our 

discussion, I may suggest the possibility/necessity of your contacting the Accessible Education Center (408-

924-6000; aec-info@sjsu.edu) to talk about academic accommodations. You are welcome to talk to me at any 

point in the semester about course design concerns, but it is always best if we can talk at least one week prior to 

the need for any modifications or accommodations. 

 

 

  

/aec/
mailto:aec-info@sjsu.edu
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ENVS 1 / Introduction to Environmental Issues, Fall 2021, Course Schedule 
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Week 

 

Date Topics & Reading 

 

Assignments & Due Dates 
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Week 

 

Date Topics & Reading 

 

Assignments & Due Dates 

 Pb Response to classmates due 

Wednesday 11/10, 11:59 PM 

14  

11/16 

and 

11/18 

Solid and Hazardous Waste 

Read: 

 Chapter 21 

 

Packback Discussion Reading:  

“Confronting Environmental Racism in the 21st 

Century” Robert D. Bullard 

 Lecture 12 

 Quiz 12: Chapter 21 

Packback Discussion 5 

 Pb Posting due Sunday 11/7 11:59 

PM 

 Pb Response to classmates due 

Wednesday 11/10, 11:59 PM 

15 11/23 

and 

11/25 

 

No Zoom meeting this week. 

No Reading or Assignments Due this week 

 

16  

11/30 

and 

12/2 

Environmental World Views, Ethics, and 

Sustainability 

Read: 

 Chapter 25 

 

Packback Discussion Reading:  

“Reclaiming Ourselves, Reclaiming America” 

Francisco X. Alarcón 

 

 Lecture 13 

 Quiz 13: Chapter 25 

Packback Discussion 6 

 Pb Posting due Sunday 11/28 

11:59 PM 

 Pb Response to classmates due  

Wednesday 12/1, 11:59 PM 

Final 

Exam 

Final Examination 

Opens Tuesday 12/7 8:00 AM, Closes Wednesday 12/8 2:30 PM 
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