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San José State University 

Department of Environmental Studies 

GLST 162, Contemporary Global Issues, 01, Fall, 2021 

Course and Contact Information  

Instructor: Dr. Kathryn Davis 

 

 

Office Location: 

 

Not on campus for Fall Semester  

 

Email: 

 

Contact me through Canvas Inbox 

 

Office Hours: 

 

Weds 4-5, Thurs 10:30-11:30 AM (Zoom) 

 

Class Days/Time: 

 

Thursday 9:00-10:15 PM, (Zoom) 

Course Description  

It can be overwhelming to try to analyze and understand the myriad of problems facing people, regions, nations, 

in the world today.  Hunger, global warming, climate change, gender inequality, racism, arms trade, water 

rights, resource depletion, civil war, genocide, biodiversity loss, terrorism, education, global financial inequity, 

immigration, mass shootings, and now a global pandemic that doesn’t appear to be going away any time soon as 

it continues to mutate. We tend to look at these issues as outside ourselves, our nation, our region of the world.  

Much of it seems to be problems experienced elsewhere – wherever that is.  

 

This semester I invite you to join me 
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Class discussions will be extended beyond our in-class conversations through interaction on Packback – a 

discussion modality available to our class and found in the Canvas menu for our class.  These are required 

discussions and account for a sizable portion of your grade. 

 

Contacting Dr. Davis 

Please contact me through Canvas Inbox and not my campus email.  I am teaching four online classes this 

semester and the most efficient way for us to communicate is through Campus.  When you use Inbox the 

Canvas system tells me who you are and what class you are in.  When you send me an email, I will respond to 

you within 24-48 yours, except on weekends.  I do not respond to emails on weekends (from Friday 6 PM to 

Monday 9 AM).  When applicable, I will post an announcement or message everyone in the class if I feel your 

question or concern will benefit or affect everyone (and in this case, you will not receive an individual 

response.) 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)  

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Examine and explain how social, cultural, or political institutions influence individuals or groups. 

(Assigned reading and group presentations) 

2. Explain how individuals or groups in the U.S. and elsewhere have responded to the experience of 

discrimination and inequality.  (Assigned reading, student-led discussions, group presentations, 

reflection essay) 

3. Analyze institutional and cultural changes in one or more human societies over time.  (Assigned reading, 

presentations, student-led discussion) 

4. Interpret and think critically about texts or other cultural artifacts that reflect on perennial questions 

concerning the human condition (such as the search for truth and meaning, the confrontation with 

suffering and mortality, or the struggle for justice, equality, and human dignity).  (Written and oral 

discussion, reading, reflection essay) 

 

Required Texts/Readings (Required - Delete the word “Required” in final draft) 

Textbook 

Isabel Wilkerson.  Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents. NY: Random House, 2020. NOTE: This book is 

available free as an eBook through the MLK Library. 

 

Arundhati Roy.  Azadi: Freedom. Fascism. Fiction. Chicago: Haymarket Books, 2020. 

Course Requirements and Assignments  

Please read the following assignment descriptions carefully. Failing to comply with the specific directions 

given below may result in a loss of credit points for each assignment. 

 

1. First Week Assignments (30 pts) 

These very short assignments will help orient you to the course and Canvas.  There is a deadline so 

please be aware they need to be completed this first week! 

 





GLST 162, Fall 2021                                       Dr. Kathryn Davis   Page 4 of 9  

 

5. Final Reflection (100 pts) 

In lieu of a final exam, you will be asked to write a reflection essay that synthesizes ideas, thoughts, 

information from throughout course reading and discussion. More detailed information will be available 

on Canvas. 

 

“Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum 

of 45 hours over the length of the course (normally three hours per unit per week) for instruction, 

preparation/studying, or course related activities, including but not limited to internships, labs, and clinical 

practica. Other course structures will have equivalent workload expectations as described in the syllabus.” 

 

Online Citation Resources 

For this class, you will be able to use whichever citation style you prefer, as long as you are consistent 

throughout your papers. Here are some links to useful citation guides for three different citation styles. 

 

 MLA: 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatti

ng_and_style_guide.html 

 APA: 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_forma

t.html 

 

 CHICAGO: 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_manual_17th_edition/cmos_formatting_and_styl

e_guide/chicago_manual_of_style_17th_edition.html 

 

Plagiarism, intentional or not, will not be tolerated in this course. This course is designed to provoke critical 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_manual_17th_edition/cmos_formatting_and_style_guide/chicago_manual_of_style_17th_edition.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_manual_17th_edition/cmos_formatting_and_style_guide/chicago_manual_of_style_17th_edition.html
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F15-7.pdf
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NOTE: Attendance is not part of your grade evaluation per University policy F69-24 at 

sjsu.edu/senatedocs/F69.24.pdf states that “Students should attend all meetings of their classes, not only 

because they are responsible for material discussed therein, but because active participation is frequently 

essential to insure maximum benefit for all members of the class. Attendance per se shall not be used as a 

criterion for grading. 

 

Late Work  

All assignments are due by the due date and time listed in the course calendar. Late work is NOT accepted. 

Exceptions may be considered in rare circumstances for legitimate and documented circumstances (medical 

emergency, death in the family) with proper documentation. 

 

Extra Credit 

Students are responsible for recording the details of any offered extra credit assignments that may be offered. 

 

Classroom Guidelines 

Throughout the semester we will address and discuss a variety of issues which may bring out strong and 

opposing views.  As a community of learners and colleagues, it is critical that we respect one another’s thoughts 

and address comments to the IDEAS and not the person.  Our classroom is not a forum for demeaning or 

threatening language/comments. 

 

Harassment of any kind (sexual, racial, class, sexual preference, gender, gender identity, etc.) between students 

or towards/from the instructor will not be tolerated.  As a community member of this classroom, I expect 

everyone to act in a respectful and mature manner.  Should any problems arise we as a class will promptly take 

action. 

 

Here are some guidelines for “Netiquette”, or the etiquette of cyberspace: 

 

¶ 

/senate/docs/F69-24.pdf
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¶ Make yourself look good online: You won’t be judged by the color of your skin, eyes, or hair, your 

weight, your age, or your clothing. You will, however, be judged by the quality of your writing. For 

most people who choose to communicate online, this is an advantage; if they didn’t enjoy using the 

written word, they wouldn’t be there.  So, spelling and grammar do count. 

¶ Share your expert knowledge: The strength of cyberspace is in its numbers. The reason asking 

questions online works is that a lot of knowledgeable people are reading the questions. And, if even a 

few of them offer intelligent answers, the sum total of world knowledge increases. The internet itself 

was founded and grew because scientists wanted to share information. Ask questions when you need an 

answer, and always share what you learn with your classmates or help answer their questions. 

¶ Help keep flame wars under control: ‘Flam

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php
/aec/
mailto:aec-info@sjsu.edu
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php
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