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Communication Studies/Environmental Studies/Geology/Humanities/Meteorology 
(CEGHM) 168A,B: Global Climate Change, Fall 2021-Spring 2022 

Graduate Reader: 
Daniel Jacobson, Environmental Studies 
daniel.jacobson@sjsu.edu - Please direct your class emails to Daniel 
FIRST 

Instructor: Erica Ramsey Pulley, Communication Studies, erica.pulley@sjsu.edu 
Office Hours: TBD via Zoom (passcode: 916896) 
 

Instructor: 
Patrick Brown, Meteorology and Climate Science  
Office Hours: Monday- Friday by appointment, Please message me via 
Canvas (not email) 
 

Instructor: Costanza Rampini, Environmental Studies, costanza.rampini@sjsu.edu 
Office hours online by appointment.  

Class Days/Time: T/TH 10:45AM-1:30PM 

Classroom: Online 

Prerequisites: 

 

Passage of the Writing Skills Test (WST), upper-division standing, and 
completion of Core GE. 

GE/SJSU Studies Category:  
 

R, S, V 
 
 

Course Format: Technology Intensive Online Course. 
This course will meet twice weekly over Zoom, and a significant amount of work will take place online. 
At home high speed internet connection and a device with a camera that is compatible with Zoom is 
required. Computer and Internet access are required to access canvas, but laptops and computers are 
available for rent and use in the MLK Library (http://library.sjsu.edu/scs). See University Policy F13-2 at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F13-2.pdf for more details. 
 
Preparing for Zoom Classes 
SJSU maintains a very good set of resources on the basics of how to use Zoom at 
https://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/teaching-tools/zoom/. Please use these to get familiar with Zoom. 
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1) Download the Zoom application onto the device you will be using to participate in class. 
Ideally, this should be a laptop, desktop, or tablet, and +"$#a smartphone. Zoom does exist 
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for smartphones, but it will be very difficult to see the slides that your instructor presents 
on that small of a screen. 

2) Familiarize with the steps you need to take to participate in Zoom classes. At minimum, 
know how to do the following: 
(a)   log into Zoom 
(b)   join a Zoom meeting 
(c)   use the toolbar functions in Zoom (e.g., control your video and audio, mute and   
       unmute yourself) 
(d)   install the Zoom browser extension. 

There are specific links to help with each of these things on the SJSU ECampus Zoom page linked above. 
! For (&.$/5&93$2(&#3&33*"+3, the best way to participate is using “side by side mode”, which 

will allow you to see the instructor’s shared screen (e.g., Powerpoint slides) with a video 
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instructor. This university policy (S12-7) is in place to protect the privacy of students in the course, as 
well as to maintain academic integrity through reducing the instances of cheating. Students who record, 
distribute, or post these materials will be referred to the Student Conduct and Ethical Development office. 
Unauthorized recording may violate university and state law. It is the responsibility of students that require 
special accommodations or assistive technology due to a disability to notify the instructor. 

Course Description  
Many different scientific observations and measurements indicate that Earth is experiencing global-scale 
changes in climate, i.e., in the long-term distributions of temperature, cloud cover, precipitation, and 
extreme weather events.  Scientific consensus considers most of these changes to be caused or accelerated 
by human activities.  The economic, ecological, social, and cultural challenges caused by global climate 
change will affect everyone on the planet, and are very likely to have disproportionate impacts on poorer 
nations and people.  In this course, we will study global climate change from an interdisciplinary 
perspective, incorporating natural and social science approaches to understand its processes and effects. 
We will study the socioeconomic contexts of climate change impacts, and how globally diverse cultural 
perspectives influence strategies to mitigate and adapt to climate change. 
 
A note about this course: This is a year-long course: 6 units (CEGHM 168A) in Fall and 3 units (CEGHM 
168B) in Spring.  You must pass 168A with a grade of C or higher in order to enroll in 168B.  If you 
receive a grade of C- or lower in 168A, you will not be able to enroll in 168B.  A grade of C- or lower in 
168A/B will not earn any GE credit.  You will receive credit for GE Areas R, S, and V after you have 
successfully completed the entire year-long sequence.  In order to receive GE credit, you must receive 
a grade of C or higher in both semesters.   
 
Team-Taught Course: This course is unique because it is team-taught. We meet for extended class 
periods. We will cover - ("$ of material on numerous topics and engage in various activities related to 
global climate change and the SJSU Studies GE learning objectives. Assignments, readings, class 
activities and discussions are designed to help you recognize connections among concepts from many 
different disciplines, and to critically evaluate and integrate them as part of a life-long learning process 
about global climate change and related issues. This course will help stude
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assessment rubrics each semester in addition to written reflection and evaluation of their own work. 
 
Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a 
minimum of forty-five hours over the length of the course (normally 3 hours per unit per week with 
1 of the hours used for lecture) for instruction or preparation/studying or course related activities 
including but not limited to internships, labs, clinical practica. Other course structures will have equivalent 
workload expectations as described in the syllabus. 
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technological developments, and/or attitudes of people from more than one culture outside the U.S.  
● 
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Refer to the current semester’s Catalog Policies at: http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html. 
Add/drop deadlines can be found on the current academic calendar web page located at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/academic_programs/calendars/academic_calendar/. The Late Drop Policy is 
available at http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/.  Information about the latest changes is 
available at the Advising Hub at http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/. 

 

Assignments and Grading Policy 
There will be spontaneous in-class writing activities throughout the course, which all students are expected 
to complete as part of the revision and feedback process of larger writing assignments.  
 
Letter grades will be assigned according to the following point scale: 
A 92.5 to 100          B- 79.5 to 82.4   D+     66.5 to 69.4  
A- 89.5 to 92.4  C+ 76.5 to 79.4  D       62.5 to 66.4 
B+  86.5 to 8.4   C 72.5 to 76.4   D-      59.5 to 62.4 
B 82.5 to 86.4  C- 69.5 to 72.4   F        0 to 59.4 

 

FALL ASSIGNMENTS 
Short Paper #1 (Pulley) 15%. 500 words draft; 250 words peer review; 1000 words final paper (SLO: Si). 



 



 



 

!"#$%"&'"()%*+&',%-.+/&'011234562!3072891213:;&<=>&?/@& &A%.+&<I&#B&<C& 

 
TU Sept 21#
Introduction to Mitigation (CR) - Paper #1 Peer Review Due 
Misinformation & Disinformation in the Post-Truth Era (ERP) 
 
TH Sept 23 
Summary of why we think humans are warming the climate (PB) 
Exam #1 Review 
 
TU Sept 28 
Exam #1 
 
TH Sept 30 
Climate Change & Christinatiy (CR) 
Weather & Climate Extremes: Wildfire (PB)  
 
TU Oct 5 
Introduction to Climate Advocacy Project (CAP) & Group Formation  
 
TH Oct 7 
R&5.%-+$3#"'#!"/4$ (movie) + quiz & online discussion (CR) - Paper #1 Due 
 
TU Oct 12 
En-Roads and Paper 2 (PB) 
A/&3$#S&.$/5&#42#!5H#;7-+1-#C$-3*&)*.K##
 
TH Oct 14 
Tipping Points in the Climate System (PB) 
California & Climate Change (CR) 
 
TU Oct 19 
Weather & Climate Extremes: Temperature (PB) 
TBD (ERP) #
 
TH Oct 21 
Weather & Climate Extremes: Tropical Cyclones (PB) 
Climate Advocacy Project - Local Organizations (CR) 
 
TU Oct 26 
Introduction to Climate Change Adaptation  (CR) 
Exam #2 Review 
 
TH Oct 28 
Exam #2 
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TU Nov 2 
Adapting Agriculture (CR) 
Communication Theories (ERP) 
 
TH Nov 4 
Adapting Cities (CR) 
A/&3$#S&.$/5&#42#!5H#T&?"+#<%*+&2#
 
TU Nov 9 
Paper #2 Due 
Climate Advocacy Project - Topic Selection  
Theories of Persuasion (ERP) 
 
TU Nov 16 
Adapting conservation (CR) 
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List of Readings for 168A 
These articles will be used to supplement readings from the book listed in the syllabus.  

<&-1*+,3#7-2#4&#-7&+1&1D#)*$%#'-*5#+"$*.&D#$"#-.."77"1-$&#,/&3$#(&.$/5&3#E#./55&+$#&?&+$3H 
 
For Professor Brown: 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Assessment Report 4 (2007) Frequently Asked 

Questions (FAQs) [link] 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Assessment Report 5 (2013) Frequently 
Asked Questions (FAQs) [link] 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Assessment Report 6 (2021) Frequently 
Asked Questions (FAQs) [link] 

 
For Professor Rampini: 
Boucher, D., Elias, P. Mulik, K. and E. Davis. (2013) Climate-friendly land use: Paths and policies toward 

a less wasteful planet. Tropical Forest and Climate Initiative of the Union of Concerned Scientists.  
Retrieved from https://www.ucsusa.org/sites/default/files/2019-09/Climate-Friendly-Land-
Use.pdf  

Heikkinen, NB. (2016) Genetically engineered crops are safe and possibly good for climate change. 
Scientific American reprinted from ClimateWire. Retrieved from 
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/genetically-engineered-crops-are-safe-and-possibly-
good-for-climate-change/ 

Howard, B.C. (2014). 5 threats to California from Climate Change. National Geographic. Retrieved from 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/140812-california-climate-change-global-
warming-


