
San José State University
Department of Environmental Studies

EnvS 1-Analyzing Environmental Issues, Fall 2022

Course and Contact Information

Instructor: Padmaja Kota Iyer

Office Location: WSQ 115B

Email: padmaja.iyer@sjsu.edu
 3:00pm - 4:15pm

Class Location Clark 303B

GE Category: A3: Critical Thinking and Writing

Course Description
The relationship between humans and the environments around them are c
the earth’s history, humans are the most significant factor in climate and biosphere change.  The field of
environmental studies focuses on understanding the causes, dynamics, and—very importantly--solutions to the
environmental challenges that face us today. Yet, environmental issues can be controversial, especially since
knowledge is evolving and some issues can provoke outcry from those wishing to maintain unsustainable
practices.  All citizens must be able to think critically, use credible information and logically evaluate claims to
effectively create a more equitable and sustainable world.  As required for GE Area A3, students will be able to
“analyze, criticize and advocate complex ideas'' and “reach well-supported factual conclusions”.

In this course, students apply critical thinking methods to a wide array of environmental topics to develop
meaningful and effective sustainability solutions.  Readings, discussions, and assignments will require students
to analyze the scientific research, activism, and policy action that communities in the U.S. and around the world
are taking to promote environmental justice and sustainability.

Catalog Description: How are humans af

the class and students must be prepared for these interactive, hands-on activities.  Reading all assigned materials
before class time will help to advance our discussions.  Tests of Knowledge materials will come primarily from
the textbook and lectures.
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Class discussions will be extended beyond our in-class conversations through interaction on Canvas. These are
required discussions and account for a sizable portion of your grade.

In this course, you will also complete at least 6,000 words of writing, distributed among the assignments as
shown in this syllabus.

Contacting the Instructor
Please contact me through the course’s Canvas Inbox or through email (padmaja.iyer@sjsu.edu).  Please include
the course (ENVS-01) and your name in the email. When applicable, I will post an announcement or send a
message to everyone in the class if I feel your question or concern will benefit or affect everyone (and in this
case, you will not receive an individual response).

GE Learning Outcomes (GELOs)
This is a GE A3-Critical Thinking and Writing course. Upon successful completion of this GE course, students
will be able to:

1. Locate and evaluate sources comprehensively, including through library research, and integrate research
through appropriate citation and quotation.

2. Present effective arguments that use a range of legitimate rhetorical and logical strategies to articulate
and explain their positions on complex issues in dialogue with other points of view.

3. Identify and critically evaluate the assumptions in and the context of an argument.

4. Use inductive and deductive logic to construct valid, evidence-supported arguments and draw valid
conclusions (implications and consequences).

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) (with relevant assignments):
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Employ credible information sources and information to evaluate environmental issues and formulate
effective sustainability solutions.

2. Describe the economics, politics, and social processes that have resulted in the environmental injustice
and degradation of the natural world.

3. Demonstrate understanding of valid scientific information relevant to environmental issues and effective
natural-resources and environmental management.

4. Identify social, political, and technical solutions that will guide change towards more sustainable
communities today, and in the years to come.

Required Texts/Readings

Textbook

Miller, G. Living in the Environment. 20th edition.
The book is available for rent at Amazon for about $25.00 (hardcover).  It is also available on
vitalsource.com for about $40 as an eTextbook.  Here is the link:
https://www.vitalsource.com/referral?term=9780357142332.

Library Liaison
Peggy Cabrera (peggy.cabrera@sjsu.edu), Associate Librarian.
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You can find a library guide for conducting research on environmental studies topics at the following URL:
https://libguides.sjsu.edu/environmental_studies

Course Requirements and Assignments
“Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum
of 45 hours over the length of the course (normally three hours per unit per week) for instruction,
preparation/studying, or course related activities, including but not limited to internships, labs, and clinical
practica. Other course structures will have equivalent workload expectations as described in the syllabus.”

Please read the following assignment descriptions carefully. Failing to comply with the specific dir
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demonstrated completeness of the following: locating and appropriately citing quality sources of
information on environmental topics (GELO1, CLO1 & Essay 1);  correct application of rhetorical or
logical arguments using high quality evidence on environmental issues  (GELO2, CLO2 & Essay 2),
written synthesis of information from two or more sources, addressing contrary or multiples sides of an
argument about an environmental issue (GELO3, CLO3 & Essay 3); and effectively showing how a
main take home point is the logical conclusion for the essay based on evidence presented earlier in the
piece in the context of the environment and sustainability (GELO4, CLO4 & Essay 4).

5. Journal Entry Essays. (2@ 500 words each = 1,000 words). Two times during the semester, students
will compose an essay of 450-500 words in which they reflect on the discussions, readings, and topic of
the week and include personal experiences. Students will describe their connection to the topic,
revelations based on discussions, research, or reading, culturally significant associations, or other
reflective narratives. The information in the journal entries will remain confidential. While it is expected
that the writing level remains appropriate for the course, use of first person and personal anecdotes are
encouraged.

6. Research Paper: (GELO1-GELO 4) (1,500 words). The final assignment for this course is an
opportunity for you to demonstrate that you have learned to think about environmental issues more
carefully, objectively, creatively, and analytically as a participant in this course. This is a critical skill for
professionals in environmental, as well as other, professions. Indeed, it is a critical skill for anyone
interested in making informed choices about issues that affect their lives. You will have the opportunity
to select and analyze an issue from opposing perspectives. This assignment will be completed in the
following sequence:

● STEP 1: Topic: Submit your proposed topic for arguing the same issue pro and con. Topics will be
on a controversial environmental issue. Topics must receive instructor approval. The proposal should
be a one paragraph description of the topic and why it interests you. It should include at least one pro
and one con point you will explore. The proposal should also include 3 annotated primary sources,
correctly formatted, that you intend to use.

● STEP 2: Draft: Each student will submit a completed draft for peer review. You will exchange
drafts with another student (assigned by the instructor) one week in advance of the peer review
meeting. One class period will be set aside for each team of students to discuss their papers and each
other’s peer review. The draft must contain evidence of applying inductive or deductive reasoning
and at least one of the main persuasion strategies of logos, pathos, or ethos. The instructor will also
read drafts and provide feedback.

● STEP 3: Final: The final paper will be due on the last day of class. The paper must be a minimum
of 1,500 words and not more than 2,000 words. The upper limit of 2,000 words is intended to
encourage you to think carefully about what you want to say and present your arguments concisely
and clearly.  Try to keep your word count close to 1,500 words. Papers must be correctly formatted
and cited according to one of the 3 citation formats listed below. At least 10% of your grade will be
based on writing in a manner appropriate to a university-level course.

● Assessment: Student work will be assessed based on the essay’s demonstrated completeness of the
following: locating and appropriately citing quality sources of information on environmental topics
(GELO1);  correct application of rhetorical or logical arguments using high-quality evidence on
environmental issues  (GELO2), written synthesis of information from two or more sources,
acknowledges and addresses contrary or multiples sides of an argument about an environmental
issue (GELO3); and effectively showing how a main take home point is the logical conclusion for
the essay based on evidence presented earlier in the piece in the context of the environment and
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Agree or disagree professionally, and if you can, support your opinions with facts. Respect the opinions
and emotions of your classmates.

● Respect other people’s privacy: Do not share your classmate’s personal information in any open
communication in an online classroom. This includes discussions, or group emails. And do not share a
classmate’s personal information with your instructor unless the classmate has given you permission.

Failure to meet classroom protocol expectations will result in a loss of up to 10% fr
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ENVS 001 - Analyzing Environmental Issues, Fall 2022, Course Schedule

This schedule is subject to change with notice posted on Canvas as an announcement.
.
Week Dates Topics & Reading Assignments & Due Dates

1

M-8
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https://studylib.net/doc/7434679/critical-thinking-and-environmental-studies
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Week Dates Topics & Reading Assignments & Due Dates

5

M-9/19

W-9/21

Sustaining Biodiversity: How powerful is The
Endangered Species Act? What is the impact of
biodiversity loss and mass extinction?

Read:

✔ Chapter 9

✔ Chapter 11, Sections 11.2 and 11.3
✔ Class Discussion

● Test Your Knowledge 5
● Critical Thinking Essay 1 (500 words)

6

M-9/26

W-9/28

What is the status of air pollution and ozone
depletion?
Read:

✔ Chapter 18

✔ Class Discussion: Carbon Tax

● Test Your Knowledge 6
● Research paper topic proposal
● Debate & Defend 2: Carbon Tax

7

M-10/3

W-10/5

Why are we not collectively working to reduce climate
change?
Read:

✔ Chapter 19
✔ Thomason (2022).

https://grist.org/culture/olufemi-taiwo-climate-chan
ge-reparations-justice/?utm_medium=email&utm_
source=newsletter&utm_campaign=weekly
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Week Dates Topics & Reading Assignments & Due Dates

11
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