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San José State University 
Department of Environmental Studies, Global Studies Program 

GLST 143: Gender, Power, and International Development, Fall 2022 

Course and Contact Information 
Instructor: Nadine Ann Skinner 

Office Location: TBA 

Email: nadine.skinner@sjsu.edu 

Office Hours: TBA, by appointment 

Class Days/Time: 
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have influenced American culture. 
 

3. GELO 3: Explain how a culture outside the US has changed in response to internal and external 
pressures.  

Course Learning Outcomes (CLO) 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
1. Analyze gender and social inequality from a transnational perspective. 
2. Compare various understandings and experiences of development in different contexts. 
3. Identify the dynamics of power, privilege, and oppression in international development. 

 

Required Texts/Readings 

Readings 

Various readings available as PDFs on Canvas as indicated in the course schedule. 

Course Requirements and Assignments 
Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum of 
45 hours over the length of the course (normally three hours per unit per week) for instruction, 
preparation/studying, or course related activities. Other course structures will have equivalent workload 
expectations as described in the syllabus. 
 
This course combines lectures, large and small group discussions, and large and small group activities. Each 
session will consist of three sections: presentation of materials, discussion, and activity. All course assignments 
are described in the syllabus and more details are provided in Canvas. The assignments in the course are as 
follows: 
 

1. Reflection Papers (300 points) 
 
After each section, students are required to submit a 500-750 word Reflection Paper on the readings for that 
section. Submit the assignment on Canvas as a Word (.doc or .docx) document, 12pt TNR font. The paper 
should include at least two (2) of the readings from the section. This is not an essay. It will not be something 
that you will revise later on and improve. It is also not a summary of the readings. Instead, the Reflection Papers 
should include your thoughts about the reading in question. It may include questions about the reading, 
arguments on the issue raised by the author, relevant point not raised by the author, and connections with your 
own experiences. Due dates for the Reflection Papers are: 
 

• Reflection Paper 1: Introduction to Development (September 12) 
• Reflection Paper 2: Critiques and New Approaches (October 12) 
• Reflection Paper 3: Sustainable Development (October 26) 
• Reflection Paper 4: Global Challenges (November 9) 
• Reflection Paper 5: Women Organizing for Change (November 21) 

 
Title the Reflection Paper 
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6. Final Report (200 points) 

 
In the final report, students will compare two international development projects. One of the projects may be the 
same as the project in the student’s presentation, but the second one must be a unique project. Each student can 
select any two projects based on their own areas of interest. In addition to answering the questions in the 
presentation for both projects, students should compare and contrast the projects. Additionally, the students 
should answer the following questions: How is development conceived of by different stakeholders in the 
projects? How is gender conceived of and treated by different stakeholders in the projects? What is the role of 
power in the different projects? Submit the assignment on Canvas as a Word (.doc or .docx) document, 12pt 
TNR font. The paper should be between 2,250-2,500 words. 
 
Final Report is due: Monday, December 12, 2022. 
 
Title the Final Report as follows: Last name_Assignment name_date 
 
E.g., Skinner_FinalReport_20May22. 
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range from an F in the course to expulsion from the university. Students suspected of plagiarism will be 
reported to the Office of Judicial Affairs for disciplinary action. For more information please see 
http://tutorials.sjlibrary.org/plagiarism/.   
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GLST 143: Gender, Power, and International Development, Fall 2022  

Course Schedule 

The course schedule is subject to change with fair notice. All notifications of changes will be made available via 
Canvas and email.  
 

Week Date Session Topics and Readings 
 

Participation Topics 
and Assignment 
Deadlines 

1 Aug 22 Introduction to the Course 
 

 

1 Aug 24 History of International Development: Early 
Transnational Movements and Actors 
 
Read: 

• Berkovitch, Niza. 1999. “The Emergence and 
Transformation of the International Women's 
Movement.” In Constructing world culture: 
international nongovernmental organizations 
since 1875. Edited by Boli, John, and George M. 
Thomas, Stanford, Calif: Stanford University 
Press. 

 

2 Aug 29 History of International Development: Early 
Transnational Movements and Actors 
 
Read: 

• Goldin, Ian, and Kenneth Reinert. Globalization 
for Development: Meeting New Challenges, 
Oxford University Press, Incorporated, 2012. 
ProQuest Ebook Central, Chapter 5, 1-5 
 

 

2 Aug 31 History of International Development: Modernization 
Theory & Development Economics 
 
Read: 

• Goldin, I. (2016). The pursuit of development: 
Economic growth, social change and ideas. 
Oxford University Press, Chapter 2, Part 1: 18-26 
 

Watch: 
• Celina Viner. 2014. Theories of Development - 

Modernization and Structuralism. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zo7MTHG1
Zxg  

 

 

3 Sept 7 Gender and the Global Economy: Formal Sector 
 
Read: 
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• Sarah Bradshaw, Sylvia Chant & Brian Linneker. 
2019. Challenges and Changes in Gendered 
Poverty: The Feminization, De-Feminization, and 
Re-
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• French Gates, Melinda. 2014. “Putting women 
and girls at the center of development”. Science, 
345(6202), 1273. 
 

7 Oct 3 Gender & New Approaches?: NGOs & Microfinance 
 
Read one: 

• Radcliffe, Sarah A. 2016. “Civil Society: 
Management, Mismanagement and Informal 
Governance.” In The Palgrave Handbook of 
International Development, edited by Jean 
Grugel and Daniel Hammett, 227–42. London: 
Palgrave Macmillan UK. 
https://doi.org/10.1057/978-1-137-42724-3_13. 

• Nalini Visvanathan and Karla Yoder. 2011. 
“Women and microcredit: a critical introduction”. 
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8 Oct 12 Development & Human Capability Theory 
 
Read: 

• Sen, Amartya. “Development as Freedom: An 
India Perspective.” Indian Journal of Industrial 
Relations 42, no. 2 (2006): 157–69. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/27768063. 

 
Guest Speaker: 
Catherine Galloway, Education Project Design 
Coordinator at USAID, 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/catherine-galloway-
528b0b106/  
 
Note: This class will be remote to accommodate our 
international guest. Parts of the class may include 
interviews recorded at an earlier time due to time 
zone differences.  
 

Reflection Paper 2 
Due 

9 Oct 17 
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• Paul Collier. 2008. “The Bottom Billion” TEDX. 
https://www.ted.com/talks/paul_collier_the_botto
m_billion  

• GLST 143 Ongoing Critiques & Questions 
 

Note: This class will be asynchronous. Parts of the 
class require watching and responding to videos 
recorded at an earlier time. 

10 Oct 26 Sustainable Development & the Global Economy 
 
Read: 

• Sachs, Jeffrey. “A Pioneering Perspective: The 
Global Social Movement Against Extreme 
Poverty.” Harvard International Review 33, no. 1 
(2011): 78–82. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/42763451.  
 

Reflection Paper 3 
Due 

11 

https://www.ted.com/talks/paul_collier_the_bottom_billion
https://www.ted.com/talks/paul_collier_the_bottom_billion
http://www.jstor.org/stable/42763451
https://doi.org/10.1057/978-1-137-42724-3_20
https://doi.org/10.1057/978-1-137-42724-3_21


http://www.ienearth.org/docs/DECLARATION-of-KARI-OCA-2-Eng.pdf
http://www.ienearth.org/docs/DECLARATION-of-KARI-OCA-2-Eng.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nophiwe-job-78b23239/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kira-leigh-kuhnert-05b10257/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kira-leigh-kuhnert-05b10257/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QP9x1NnCWNY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QP9x1NnCWNY
https://www.ted.com/talks/colombe_cahen_salvador_a_global_movement_to_solve_global_problems#t-587226
https://www.ted.com/talks/colombe_cahen_salvador_a_global_movement_to_solve_global_problems#t-587226
https://www.ted.com/talks/colombe_cahen_salvador_a_global_movement_to_solve_global_problems#t-587226
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