
 San José State University 
 College of Social Sciences, Department of Environmental Studies 
 ENVS/POLS 124, Introduction to Environmental Law, 01, Fall 

 2023 

 Course and Contact Information 

 Instructor: Dr. Annapurna Singh (she/her/hers) 
 Pronounced: Anna-pur-na Sing 

 Telephone:  513-461-3472 (do not call/text unless urgent) 

 Email:  amulyaannapurna@k-state.edu  annapurna.singh@sjsu.edu 

 Office Hours: Mondays & Wednesdays- by appointment only. Email for appointments. 
 12:00-2:00 pm PT 

 Office location: WSQ 115 
 Class Days/Time: M/W- 10:30-11:45 and 3:00-4:15 

 Classroom: Dudley Moorhead Hall (DMH) 167/359 depending upon your section 
 *On Zoom occasionally. Students will be informed if the class is on zoom. 

 Prerequisites: ENVS 1 or instructor consent 

 Course Description 

 Development, interpretation, application and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations and legal 
 policies by legislatures, courts, administrative agencies and citizens. Examination of air and water quality, 
 hazardous materials, workplace, land use and wetlands regulation, international, ethical and efficacy issues. 

 Course Format 

 Technology Intensive 
 We will meet twice a week—mostly in-person  and occasionally online via Zoom. Please ensure you have 
 access to reliable internet via a smartphone, computer,  or other device to both watch lectures and participate 
 in break out rooms, class activities, and discussions. There  are typically in-class readings and activities that 
 also utilize the internet. Please bring a wifi-connecting device,  such as a smartphone, laptop, or tablet, to 
 in-person lectures. 

 For this course you will need: 
 •  A  computer or tablet with typing capabilities 
 •  A  device  with  Zoom  installed  so  you  can  join  video  lectures  during  class  time  and  participate  in 

 discussions  (e.g.,  has  audio  capabilities).  You  can  make  sure  you  are  set  up  for  virtual  office  hours 
 and  other meetings using Zoom. 

 •  Microsoft Office Suite  and/or the "G-Suite" (Google  Docs, Sheets, etc.) 
 •  Access to Canvas. Canvas Learning Management system  is located at  https://sjsu.instructure.com/ 

 o  Basic computer specifications for Canvas:  https://guides.instructure.com/m/4214/l/82542-what 
 are-the-basic-computer-specifications-for-canvas 
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 o  Browsers supported by Canvas:  https://guides.instructure.com/m/4214/l/41056-which-browsers 
 does-canvas-support 

 Course Goals 

 This is a survey course that will give you a broad, practical understanding of important federal environmental 
 statutes and case law. Environmental law (aka: environmental and natural resources law) covers regulations; 
 statues; local, national, and international legislation and treaties designed to protect the  environment and 
 delineate the legal ramifications of damage towards different actors (e.g., governments, private  landowners, 
 businesses). 

 Environmental law is extremely complex and deep. No one person can master them all, and a single 
 semester course is not sufficient for exploring each law in-depth (or even covering them all). The goal in 
 this  course is to introduce you to the major environmental laws in different segments of environmental 
 regulation,  land management, species conservation, etc. to ensure you have familiarity with the 
 environmental laws that  structure how we manage our environment and also intrinsically impact natural 
 resource and environmental  jobs—from being a summer water quality technician to Chief of the USDA, 
 Forest Service or Director of The  Nature Conservancy. 

 Course Learning Outcomes (CLO) 

 Upon successful completion of this course you will be able to: 
 (1)  Identify and explain  the applications of key environmental  and natural resource laws in the US 
 (2)  Describe  how environmental issues are handled  by elected officials, regulators, and the courts. 
 (3)  Describe  environmental  and  natural  resource  policy  development  in  the  contexts  of  North 
 American  history  and  social  institutions,  including  US  Federal,  State  and  Tribal  governments,  interest 
 groups, the  media, and international/global relations. 
 (4)  Understand basic concepts, processes, and practices  of American government  and civics relating to 
 the  development, implementation, and evaluation of environmental and natural resource policy. 
 (5)  Decipher formal legal writing  and apply it to  your future (ideal or a hypothetical) environmentally 
 related career or lifestyle (manager, private business owner, private individual) 
 (6) Compare how  California environmental regulation  is often more stringent  than that of the 

 Federal  government 
 Other learning outcomes: 

 (1)  Communicate effectively  by listening actively;  formulating, articulating, and explaining ideas 
 clearly  using oral and written techniques 

 (2)  Develop and apply scientific knowledge  (i.e.,  biological, physical, and socioeconomic) to evaluate 
 and  justify environmental and natural resource law creation and on-the-ground management 
 decisions;  the relationship between science, law,  and policy. 

 Required Texts/Readings 
 Textbook-  There is no required textbook for this course  .  Readings and assignments will be uploaded to 
 canvas  either as a link or .pdf at least one week before the class for you to download or view. Current event 
 readings  may be on shorter notice and/or optional based on important environmental legal issues that arise 
 during the  semester. 

 Course Requirements and Assignments 

 (1)  Participation (5%, 30 points) -  you will submit  an activity or reflection at the end of certain lectures 
 to  receive participation points throughout the semester. These will be due at random and during class 
 time. You will receive instructions on how to submit during class. 







 •  Accommodations  can  and  will  be  made  for  excused  absences  and  unforeseen  circumstances.  Please 
 communicate  with  the  instructor  as  early  in  the  process  as  possible  to  discuss  extensions  or 
 make-ups. 

 •  Written assignments  will be graded on accuracy of  content, quality, effectiveness of message and 
 presentation, diction, punctuation, correct citations, and spelling. 

 •  Plagiarism  will not be tolerated  —This includes quiz  answers that copy directly from the PowerPoint 
 and  not appropriately citing the work you are referencing to write an assignment. Your 
 argument/writing  gets stronger with in-text citations, too. Please use them! 

 University Policies 

 There are several University Policies that will frame our work together. We will go over these policies  and 
 our expectations of each other on the first day of class, and we will update the syllabus as needed with these 
 rules to guide our work together. The framework of policies that represent the backbone of our semester can 

 be found here:  University Policy S16-9  (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf)  ,  and cover topics such as 
 student responsibilities, academic integrity, accommodations, dropping and adding, consent for recording of 
 class, etc. and available student services (e.g. learning assistance, counseling, and other resources). In 
 addition,  please always feel free to contact me if you cannot find a resource or information you are interested 
 in, and I  will be happy to assist you. More information on portions of these resources that are particularly 
 relevant can be found in the following sections. 

 Use of Camera in Class 
 •  I highly encourage you to use your camera in our  Zoom-based classes, especially for break-out room 

 activities and discussions. However
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https://repository.law.umich.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1115&context=mjeal
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https://www.retroreport.org/video/love-canal-a-legacy-of-doubt/?gad=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwivemBhBhEiwAJxNWN0jsv7vn_LKaVwRH2O54lhUfQRq4h3pUB7zQpTMOHBxWKbakGL36WBoC0MQQAvD_BwE
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https://www.epa.gov/superfund/search-superfund-sites-where-you-live
https://www.sciencefocus.com/space/space-mining-the-new-goldrush
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 •  Paveglio et al. (2021). The Wild and Scenic Rivers 

 Act at 50: Managers’ views of actions, barriers 
 and  partnerships. Journal of Outdoor Recreation 
 and  Tourism, 100459. 

 Due: Quiz #3  3/24: 
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https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=21721

