
https://library.sjsu.edu/student-computing-services/student-computing-services
https://library.sjsu.edu/student-computing-services/student-computing-services
/learnanywhere/campus-resources/study-resources.php
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¶ Internet connectivity or Wi-Fi, and technology such as a computer/laptop to access Zoom and Canvas 

¶ Ensure your device meets Zoom system requirements  System requirements for Windows, macOS, and Linux ï 

Zoom Help Center 

¶ Access to Canvas Learning Management system which is located at https://sjsu.instructure.com/ 

o Canvas Student Resources | eCampus (sjsu.edu) 

¶ Free access to software Software Installation Instructions | Information Technology (sjsu.edu)  

o Please have Adobe software installed Adobe Creative Cloud for Students | eCampus (sjsu.edu) 

o Microsoft Office Suite and/or the Google Apps "G-Suite" (Google Docs, Sheets, etc.). Visit Microsoft 

Office 365 Portal. You can access the Office 365 Portal with your SJSU email address and SJSUOne 

password. 

 

Other student technology resources: 

¶ Print Shop | Associated Students (sjsu.edu) in the Student Union 

¶ The Spartan Floor at the MLK Library at library.sjsu.edu/services/services (Fourth floor) 

¶ Student Computing Services at library.sjsu.edu/student-computing-services/student-computing-services-

center 

 
Course Learning Outcomes  

 

This course will help you achieve these Departmental Learning Objectives, which are competencies we expect all our 

graduates to have for success: 

 

Department LO 1 - Content Environmental Literacy: Students are able to write a logical analytical paper using good 

writing style and construction supported by appropriate research. 

Department LO 3A - Content Environmental Literacy: Students will develop proficiency in the interdisciplinary 

sustainability principles that are the foundation of environmental studies; they will know the key environmental 

challenges facing the planet, know relevant interdisciplinary information about these challenges, and be able to 

develop/identify feasible solutions. 

Department LO 3B- Students will be able to include environmental justice in the field of CEQA to provide solutions and 

assist to eliminate institutional, systemic, and other forms of racism and injustices. 

Department LO 4A- Students are able to productively conduct teamwork to deliver professional quality presentations 

and reports. 

Department LO 4C - Build local environmental sustainability and democratic participation through community service. 

 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to submit the following deliverables: 

LO 1 and LO 3: Complete a preliminary environmental impact analysis, an Initial Study, under the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

LO 3: Students will demonstrate skills and knowledge of applying environmental impact analyses to address the physical, 

social, and health impacts in disadvantaged communities.  

LO 4A: Students will complete a team report and presentation that satisfies the substantive and procedural requirements 

per CEQA.  

LO 4C: Students will submit documentation of community service by participating in government meetings and 

environmental volunteer work for non-profits or community, grass-roots organizations. 

Texts and Readings  

Required  

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). (2023). Statute and Guidelines. Association of Environmental 

Professionals. (AEP) Provided FREE at https://www.califaep.org/statute_and_guidelines.php  

 

 

Optional 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362023-System-Requirements-for-PC-Mac-and-Linux
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362023-System-Requirements-for-PC-Mac-and-Linux
https://sjsu.instructure.com/
/ecampus/software-tools/teaching-tools/canvas/student-resources/index.php
/it/services/support/desktop/instructions.php
/ecampus/software-tools/teaching-tools/video-creative/adobe/students.php
https://portal.office.com/
https://portal.office.com/
/as/departments/print-shop/index.php
https://library.sjsu.edu/services/services
https://library.sjsu.edu/services/services
https://library.sjsu.edu/student-computing-services/student-computing-services-center
https://library.sjsu.edu/student-computing-services/student-computing-services-center
https://library.sjsu.edu/student-computing-services/student-computing-services-center
https://www.califaep.org/statute_and_guidelines.php
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Salzman, J.E, & Thompson, B.H. (2020). Environmental Law and Policy (5th Edition). Foundation Press. ISBN 978-1-

68328-790-2.  

Herson, A., & Lucks, A.L.  (2017). CA Environmental Law and Policy: A Practical Guide. Point Arena, CA: Solano Press. 

{H &L}.  

Rivasplata, T., G. Brownlow. (2020). Practical CEQA: A Stepwise Guide to California Environmental Quality Act 

Compliance. Solano Press Books, Point Arena, CA. https://solano.com/collections/featured-

titles/products/practical-ceqa-a-stepwise-guide-to-california-environmental-quality-act-compliance 

This book is available on Kindle for $40.00. 

On Canvas, other resources will be available to use for class deliverables.  

Other Sources 

https://solano.com/collections/featured-titles/products/practical-ceqa-a-stepwise-guide-to-california-environmental-quality-act-compliance
https://solano.com/collections/featured-titles/products/practical-ceqa-a-stepwise-guide-to-california-environmental-quality-act-compliance
http://opr.ca.gov/
https://www.califaep.org/
https://ceqaportal.org/
https://www.law.berkeley.edu/library/
http://digitalcommons.law.ggu.edu/gguelj/all_issues.html
https://www.apacalifornia.org/
https://ceq.doe.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/nepa
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf


ENVS/URPB 

/senate/docs/F15-7.pdf
/senate/docs/F15-7.pdf
/studentconduct/
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Service-Learning Deliverables  = 20 

 

(3 units)  

Readings  w/questions = 10 

 

Initial Study   

Individual Initial Study Draft = 20 

In-class Peer Review Comments       = 2 

Final Initial Study          = 6        
  

*Team Initial Study/ MND/EIR = 32 

Team Contract  (2%)  

Individual Sections
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(syllabi, lectures and lecture notes, presentations, deliverables, etc.) are copyrighted by the instructor regardless 

of format. This University policy (S12--7) is in place to protect the privacy of students in the course, as well as to 

maintain academic integrity through reducing the instances of cheating. Students who record, distribute, or post 

these materials will be referred to the Student Conduct and Ethical Development office. Unauthorized recording 

may violate University and State law. It is the responsibility of students that require special accommodations or 

assistive technology due to a disability to notify the instructor. 

Classroom Protocol 

Inclusive Learning Community 

We are here to learn and support each other. Please be respectful, mindful, patient, and compassionate with 

yourself, classmates, and instructors. Students are expected to be professionals and be punctual for both on-line 

and in-person learning. Questions and comments about lectures or class materials are welcome anytime.  Please 

use my Zoom office hours for assistance or personal concerns. For other SJSUôs policies pertaining to Students 

/senate/docs/S12-7.pdf
/senate/docs/S16-15.pdf
/senate/docs/S12-7.pdf


/classes/calendar/index.php
/ue/student-petitions/drops/index.php
/ue/student-petitions/drops/index.php
/advising/
/president/docs/PD_1997-03.pdf
/aec/
/counseling/
/sjsucares/
https://native-land.ca/
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ENVS 185 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), Fall 2023 

Course Schedule 

This schedule is subject to change with fair notice.  

 

Week/ 

Module 

Date Lecture Topics Readings  

https://www.ca-ilg.org/document/guide-local-planning
https://www.ca-ilg.org/document/guide-local-planning
https://www.ca-ilg.org/document/guide-local-planning
https://www.ca-ilg.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/2010_-_landuseplanning.pdf?1387495993
https://www.ca-ilg.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/2010_-_landuseplanning.pdf?1387495993
https://www.ca-ilg.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/2010_-_landuseplanning.pdf?1387495993
https://www.ca-ilg.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/2010_-_landuseplanning.pdf?1387495993
https://www.ca-ilg.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/2010_-_landuseplanning.pdf?1387495993
https://ceqaportal.org/topic_papers.cfm
https://ceqaportal.org/topic_papers.cfm
https://ceqaportal.org/tp/CEQA%20Project%20Description%202020%20Update.pdf
https://ceqaportal.org/tp/CEQA%20Project%20Description%202020%20Update.pdf
https://youtu.be/iNuDl5lEv9Q
https://youtu.be/iNuDl5lEv9Q
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/departments-offices/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/completed-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/departments-offices/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/completed-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/Training#563222947-california-natural-diversity-database-cnddb--rarefind
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/Training#563222947-california-natural-diversity-database-cnddb--rarefind
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Week/ 

Module 

Date Lecture Topics Readings  Lecture 

Deliverables 

(1 unit) Lab 

Activity  

CEQA Resource Area: 

Biological Resources 

Analysis 

(Must bring a laptop to 

class) 

 

 

NEW DELIVERABLE 

Per CEQA Individual  

Appendix G  

Environmental Checklist 

(Initial Study Deliverable) 

 

(Google Project) | City of 

San José (sanjoseca.gov) 

 

Table of Contents 

0 Summary of DEIR 

1 Introduction of 

DEIR 

2 Project Description 

of DEIR 
 

Page 1 and Draft 

Project 

Description 

Tutorials and 

Training 

(ca.gov)  

 

CNDDB 

Overview 

(Video - 32 

min.)(opens in 

new tab):  

 

CNDDB Maps 

and Data 

(ca.gov)

https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/departments-offices/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/completed-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/departments-offices/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/completed-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=65365
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=64973
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=64975
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=64975
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=64977
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=64977
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/Training#563222947-california-natural-diversity-database-cnddb--rarefind
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/Training#563222947-california-natural-diversity-database-cnddb--rarefind
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/Training#563222947-california-natural-diversity-database-cnddb--rarefind
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6YaP5FjfOY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6YaP5FjfOY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6YaP5FjfOY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6YaP5FjfOY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6YaP5FjfOY&feature=youtu.be
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Maps-and-Data
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Maps-and-Data
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Maps-and-Data
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/departments-offices/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/completed-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/departments-offices/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/completed-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/departments-offices/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/completed-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/departments-offices/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/completed-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=64983
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=64983
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/department-directory/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/active-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/department-directory/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/active-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/department-directory/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/active-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/department-directory/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/active-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=64997
https://www.opr.ca.gov/planning/general-plan/guidelines.html
https://www.opr.ca.gov/planning/general-plan/guidelines.html
https://www.opr.ca.gov/planning/general-plan/guidelines.html
https://www.opr.ca.gov/planning/general-plan/guidelines.html
https://www.opr.ca.gov/docs/OPR_C2_final.pdf
https://www.opr.ca.gov/docs/OPR_C2_final.pdf
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/department-directory/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/active-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/department-directory/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/active-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/department-directory/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/active-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/department-directory/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/active-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/department-directory/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/active-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=64979
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=64979
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=64979
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=64981
https://ceqaportal.org/topic_papers.cfm
https://ceqaportal.org/topic_papers.cfm
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Week/ 

Module 

Date Lecture Topics Readings  Lecture 

Deliverables 

(1 unit) Lab 

Activity  

Mitigated Negative 

Declaration (MND) 

 

Márquez return Initial 

Study comments.  

  

Provide Instructions for 

Revised Individual 

Initial Study 

Mitigation Measures 

 
General Plan Guidelines 

and Technical Advisories 

- Office of Planning and 

Research then click 

 Chapter 4:Required 

Elements   

Then NOISE  

 

General Plan 

Guidelines - Appendix 

D (ca.gov) 
 

Checklist: Draft 

Initial Study 

Analyses 

Meeting 

Report Plan  

 

 

Service-

Learning 

Opportunity 
Check schedule 

9 10/18 Environmental Impact 

Reports (EIRs) (Process) 

and Drafting Contents of 

EIR 

 

NEW DELIVERABLE 

TEAM Initial 

Study/MND/EIR  (with 

instructions and due dates)  

TEAM CONTRACT Draft 

due by end of class 

  

 

AEP 2023  CEQA Statute 

& Guidelines §15080-

15097 and §15120-15132 

 

CEQA Topic Papers 

(ceqaportal.org) 

Cumulative Impacts 

 

Marquez returns 

Draft Appendix 

G-Initial Study 

Analyses  

 

 

TEAM 

CONTRACT 

Draft due by end 

of class 

 

 

Service-

Learning 

Opportunity 
Check schedule 

10 10/25 CEQA Resource Area:  

Hazardous Materials 

and Toxic Substances 

 

 

AEP 2023  CEQA Statute 

& Guidelines §15100-

15112 

 

Downtown West 

Mixed-Use Plan EIR 

(Google Project) | City 

of San Jose 

(sanjoseca.gov) 

 
3.07 Hazardous Materials 

Due 10/25: 

Final Draft 

Appendix G 

Initial Study 

Analyses 

 

Due: Via 

Canvas TEAM 

CONTRACT 

with signatures 

and project 

schedule via 

Excel -Márquez 

https://ceqaportal.org/tp/CEQA%20Mitigation%202020.pdf
https://opr.ca.gov/planning/general-plan/guidelines.html
https://opr.ca.gov/planning/general-plan/guidelines.html
https://opr.ca.gov/planning/general-plan/guidelines.html
https://opr.ca.gov/planning/general-plan/guidelines.html
https://opr.ca.gov/docs/OPR_C4_final.pdf
https://opr.ca.gov/docs/OPR_C4_final.pdf
https://opr.ca.gov/docs/OPR_Appendix_D_final.pdf
https://opr.ca.gov/docs/OPR_Appendix_D_final.pdf
https://opr.ca.gov/docs/OPR_Appendix_D_final.pdf
https://ceqaportal.org/topic_papers.cfm
https://ceqaportal.org/topic_papers.cfm
https://ceqaportal.org/tp/AEP%20CEQA%20Portal_Cumulative%20Impacts.pdf
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/department-directory/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/active-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/department-directory/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/active-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/department-directory/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/active-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/department-directory/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/active-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/department-directory/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/active-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=64993
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/
https://calepa.ca.gov/sitecleanup/corteselist/
https://calepa.ca.gov/sitecleanup/corteselist/
https://calepa.ca.gov/sitecleanup/corteselist/
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Final Exam 

Friday, December 8 at 12:15 to 2:30 PM 

Lecture Deliverables: Team DEIR and In-Class Team Presentation 

Lab Activity: Service-Learning Brief 

 

Week/ 

Module 

Date Lecture Topics Readings  Lecture 

Deliverables 

(1 unit) Lab 

Activity  

12 11/8 CEQA Resource Area: 

Cultural, Tribal, and 

Archaeological 

Resources  

 

Peer-review deliverable 

due during class 

 

California Native 

American Heritage 

Commission (Laws, 

Local Ordinances & 

http://nahc.ca.gov/codes/
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/department-directory/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/active-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/department-directory/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/active-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/department-directory/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/active-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/department-directory/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/environmental-planning/environmental-review/active-eirs/downtown-west-mixed-use-plan
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=64985
https://ceqaportal.org/topic_papers.cfm
https://ceqaportal.org/topic_papers.cfm
https://ceqaportal.org/tp/Alternatives.pdf
https://opr.ca.gov/planning/general-plan/guidelines.html
https://opr.ca.gov/planning/general-plan/guidelines.html
https://opr.ca.gov/planning/general-plan/guidelines.html
https://opr.ca.gov/planning/general-plan/guidelines.html
https://opr.ca.gov/docs/OPR_C3_final.pdf
https://opr.ca.gov/docs/OPR_C3_final.pdf
https://opr.ca.gov/docs/OPR_C3_final.pdf
https://opr.ca.gov/docs/20200706-GPG_Chapter_4_EJ.pdf
https://opr.ca.gov/docs/20200706-GPG_Chapter_4_EJ.pdf
https://opr.ca.gov/docs/20200706-GPG_Chapter_4_EJ.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/environment/ceqa/planning
https://oag.ca.gov/environment/ceqa/planning
https://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/environment/ej_fact_sheet.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/environment/ej_fact_sheet.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/environment/ej_fact_sheet.pdf

