
 

Environmental Thought, ENVS 250  Page 1 of 7  

San José State University 
Department of Environmental Studies 

ENVS 250, Environmental Thought and Philosophy, Fall ‘23 



 

Environmental Thought, ENVS 250  Page 2 of 7  

preservation versus conservation, biocentrism, environmental justice, eco-feminism, deep 
ecology, and environmental activism. 

>>>A Note About Electronic Devices<<< 
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Required Texts/Readings  

Textbooks 

Most of the course materials are linked in Canvas as pdf or urls, with the exception of the 
following two books.  Both of these books are relatively inexpensive and can be purchased 
online, and it is recommended that you purchase them.  They are also both available as e-
books however, through the SJSU MLK library, so you may choose to go that route instead. 
 
LaDuke, W. (2017). All our Relations: Native Struggles for Land and Life. Haymarket Books.   This 
book is also available as an e-book through the MLK library. You will need to sign into the library to 
access the book: (https://ebookcentral-proquest-
com.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/lib/sjsu/detail.action?docID=4548443). 
 
Quinn, D. (1995). !"#$%&'. Bantam.  This book is also available as an e-book through the MLK 
library. You will need to sign into the library to access the book.  https://csu-
sjsu.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma991013829517302919&context=L&
vid=01CALS_SJO:01CALS_SJO&lang=en&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&adaptor=Local%20Search%
20Engine&tab=everything&query=any,contains,Ishmael&offset=0. 
 
Worster, D. (1994). (%)*+&,"-&./0/$12-%-#3")/+1-/4-&./'/53.%'-36&%". Cambridge University 
Press. Readings from this book are also available as a (poor quality) PDF on Canvas. 
 
McKibben, B. (Ed). (2008) American Earth: Environmental Writing Since Thoreau.  Lia Ota ObWrv tcfy tg O v tg O v ta Ohf tg Onv t OxvtLda Oev ] T8 ma
j((dgx(gTcdx))djTbxT f  L LgTcdx))djjbxT f  L Lg)j((L)dcj
a
j((dgx(g)j((L)dcjbx b( O.v Tj mT p L L L sc q Ldgj L L Ldgj TdcLbx cxbd(c(a bg 7T tLdLLba Tc j( L L jTc g(dxxxxx taa) Tm nAmv ta OEv taOMcv ta OEv tb 
Oav taOMcv tg O v t Oxv tb O f Ldabbbbbb
Ldabbbb f Ldabbbbbb Ldabbbbbb sc q Ldgj L L Ldgj TdcLbx cxbd(c(a
cm 7T tLdLLc( cajg  L jTc g(dxxxx taa(a Tm nTTbL a Tf [ OCov ta Ouv ta Orv
ta Osv tj Oev ta O v ta OOv tg Ovv tb Oiv tb Owv tb OSv ta Otv a Ovv tb
Odv tb Onv ta Osv tj OOv tg Ovv tb OLv ta OSv ta OSv ta Oav tg Ovv tb Ouv
ta Owv tb Oov ta Ovv tb Ouv ta Ogv tj OOv tg OSv ta Ovv tb Ouv ta Obv tg Ouv ta Osv tj Ogv tj Ouv ta OLv ta Ogv tj Oov ta Ovv tb Ouv ta OOv tg Ovv
tb Ouv ta Ovv tb Ojv tb Ocv ta OSv ta OSv ta Owv tb Ovv tb O(v ta O)v ta
Ouv ta Ogv tj Osv tj Odv tb OTv tg Oxv tb Ovv ] T8 mT p q Ldgj L L Ldgj TdcLbx cxbd(c(a
cm 7T tLdLLcb Tcc
jgc L jTc g(dxxxx taa(a Tm nTTbL a Tf [ OkD,vv tb OSv ta
Oev ta Ovv tb OWuv ta Oev ta Obv ta Ouv ta OOv ] T8 mT p q Ldgj L L Ldgj TdcLbx cxbd(c(a
cm 7xccL L L jTc g(dxxxx taa(a Tm nTTbL a Tf OCv Tj mT p q Ldgj L L Ldgj TdcLbx cxT tLdLLjb ax j(xL L jTc g(dxxxx taa(a Tmv taTbL a Tf OCv Tj mT p q Ldgj L L Ldgj TdcLbx cxT tLdLLjb Tc j( L L j(a g(dxxxx taa(a TTv tgTbL a Tfe
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NOTE that University policy F69-24 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F69-24.pdf states 
that “Students should attend all meetings of their classes, not only because they are 
responsible for material discussed therein, but because active participation is frequently 
essential to insure maximum benefit for all members of the class. Attendance per se shall 
not be used as a criterion for grading.” 
 
Please read the following assignment descriptions carefully. Failing to comply with the 
specific directions given below will result in a loss of credit points for each assignment. 

Discussion Posts 

Post a 500-600 word Reaction to the day’s readings to the ‘Discussions’ section in Canvas. The 
Reaction should address the discussion question posted by the instructor for that day, and include 
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Grading Policy 

Class Participation 

1. Attendance – You are required to attend every class meeting unless you are ill or 
have an emergency. If you need to miss class for either of these reasons e-mail me 
as promptly as possible especially if you are expected to present that week. 

2. Participation in discussions – Participation does not mean being verbose. In many 
cases allowing or encouraging others to speak is more valuable to the group 
dynamic. Providing the group your insights in an engaging and respectful manner. 
Statements are always more interesting if they are backed up by logic and evidence. 

3. Presentations – As a presenter it is your job to make your subject informative and 
entertaining. Please be professional and creative! 

4. Respect and decorum – All class participants will behave in a manner that 
provides a positive and comfortable learning environment for everybody. 

Grading 
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Date Topics Readings Assignments Due 

4. Green New Deal - linked video on Canvas 

11/21 Research Paper Presentations   

11/28 Research Paper Presentations   

12/5 Research Paper Presentations   Research Paper Due 


