


 Course Description and Requisites
An introduction to significant works in the field of environmental studies. Topics covered include
preservation, conservation, biocentrism, environmental justice, eco-feminism, deep ecology, and
environmental activism.

GE Area: S

Prerequisite(s): Completion of Core General Education and upper division standing are prerequisites to all
SJSU studies courses. Completion of, or co-registration in, 100W is strongly recommended.

Letter Graded

 Classroom Protocols

Late Policies
All assignments are due by the due date and time listed in the course calendar. If you miss the deadline
and you haven’t contacted me for an extension, the work will receive a zero. Extensions will be provided for
documented circumstances (medical illness, other emergency). 

Class Participation
Students are responsible for everything covered in class, whether students are present or not, and are
encouraged to give class participation the same level of respect and responsibility you would bring to any
professional space: that means treating everyone in a courteous manner, arriving to class punctually, and
coming prepared to work with the assigned materials and activities of the day. 

Community Agreements

We must conduct ourselves with civility, decency, and have a great capacity for tolerating differing points of
view. Our classroom can and should be a place where we can ask questions, debate, discuss, and entertain
a variety of viewpoints, but we must also do so in a respectful and open way. We will be creating a
collective set of community agreements for discussion and holding ourselves accountable for respecting
these agreements as a central element of class participation.

SJSU Academic Integrity Policy
"San José State University defines plagiarism as the act of representing the work of another as one’s
own without giving appropriate credit, regardless of how that work was obtained, and submitting it to
fulfill academic requirements. 

Doing academic work requires that the work you turn in is your own. A paper that is written by AI is not
considered your own original work. 



https://libguides.sjsu.edu/c.php?g=436654&p=9517043
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-7.pdf


 Program Information
Welcome to this General Education course.

SJSU’s General Education Program establishes a strong foundation of versatile skills, fosters curiosity
about the world, promotes ethical judgment, and prepares students to engage and contribute responsibly
and cooperatively in a multicultural, information-rich society. General education classes integrate areas of
study and encourage progressively more complex and creative analysis, expression, and problem solving.

The General Education Program has three goals:

Goal 1: To develop students’ core competencies for academic, personal, creative, and professional
pursuits.
Goal 2: To enact the university’s commitment to diversity, inclusion, and justice by ensuring that
students have the knowledge and skills to serve and contribute to the well-being of local and global
communities and the environment.
Goal 3: To offer students integrated, multidisciplinary, and innovative study in which they pose
challenging questions, address complex issues, and develop cooperative and creative responses.

More information about the General Education Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs) can be found on the GE
website

https://sjsu.edu/general-education/ge-requirements/overview/learning-outcomes.php


The Department Program Learning Outcomes for all Environmental Studies
undergraduates and graduate students are found at
http://www.sjsu.edu/depts/EnvStudies/assessment/. This course will be used to
promote undergraduate student learning for the following outcomes:

SLO 1 - Qualitative Environmental Literacy: Students are able to write a logical
analytical paper using good writing style and construction supported by appropriate
research.
 
SLO 3 - Content Environmental Literacy: Students will develop proficiency in the
interdisciplinary sustainability principles that are the foundation of environmental
studies; they will know the key environmental challenges facing the planet, know
relevant interdisciplinary information about these challenges, and be able to
develop/identify feasible solutions
 

Writing Practice: Students will write a minimum of 3000 words in a language and style appropriate to the
discipline.

 Course Materials
Since Introduction to Environmental Thought is a seminar style course entirely online, students must have
access to:

1) computer with Zoom

2) stable WiFi

3) quiet place where you can be heard and can hear the course

4) online Google suite and Canvas

American Earth: Environmental Writing Since Thoreau.
Author: Bill McKibben
Publisher: Library of America
ISBN: 978-1598530209
Availability: Campus Bookstore

Other Readings
Additional readings are linked to each course module on Canvas, and urls for
you tube movies are given in the course modules.

 Course Requirements and Assignments





http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php


WEEK
1

 

Jan.
25

Personal Introductions &

Syllabus Review

ASSIGNMENTS DUE:

Introduction Statement

 

WEEK

2

 

Jan.
30 &
Feb.
1

Traditional Ecological
Knowledge

READING

Eg aR e



WEEK

6

Feb.
27 &
29

Tragedy of the Commons and
the Population Bomb

READING:

Hardin 438-450 (textbook)
Ehrlich 434-437 (textbook)

ASSIGNMENTS
DUE:

Reaction 5

WEEK
7

 

Mar.
5 & 7

Racism and the Environmental
Movement

READING:

Ethnic Cleansing and
Americas
Creation of the National
Parks
(Canvas)
Environmentalism’s Racist
History (Canvas)
The Tragedy of the Tragedy
of
the Commons (Canvas)
Communities of color bear
the
brunt (Canvas)

 

ASSIGNMENTS
DUE:

Reaction 6

WEEK
8

Mar.
12 &
14

 

Environmental Justice

READING:

Chavez 690-695 (textbook)
Climate Change and the
Boarder
Crisis (Canvas)
Dolores Huerta (Canvas)
Mustafa Ali video (Canvas)

ASSIGNMENTS
DUE:

Reaction 7

WEEK
9

Mar.
19 &
21

 

 

Selected Reading  ASSIGNMENTS
DUE:

Selected Reading
Posts Due





WEEK

16

May. 

7 & 9 

 

Environmental Philosophy Sharing

WEEK

18

May
16

12pm

FINAL


