
San Jos® State University
Department of Environmental Studies

ENVS 01-81 Analyzing Environmental Issues, Spring 2024

Course and Contact Information

Instructor: Heather Duplaisir
Office Location: WSQ 115C
Email: Heather.duplaisir@sjsu.edu@sjsu.edu
Office Hours: M 3:00-4:00 PM and/or by appointment

T 12:00-1:00 PM virtual via Zoom
Class Days/Time: T/TH 10:30-11:45 AM
Class Location Online Via Zoom (link on Canvas Home Page)
GE Category: A3: Critical Thinking and Writing

Course Description
The relationship between humans and the environments around them are constantly changing. At
this point in the earth’s history, humans are the most significant factor in climate and biosphere
change. The field of environmental studies focuses on understanding the causes, dynamics,
and—very importantly--solutions to the environmental challenges that face us today. Yet,
environmental issues can be controversial, especially since knowledge is evolving and some
issues can provoke outcry from those wishing to maintain unsustainable practices. All citizens
must be able to think critically, use credible information and logically evaluate claims to
effectively create a more equitable and sustainable world. As required for GE Area A3, students
will be able to “analyze, criticize and advocate complex ideas'' and “reach well-supported factual
conclusions”.

In this course, students apply critical thinking methods to a wide array of environmental topics to
develop meaningful and effective sustainability solutions. Readings, discussions, and
assignments will require students to analyze the scientific research, activism, and policy action
that communities in the U.S. and around the world are taking to promote environmental justice
and sustainability.

Catalog Description: How are humans affecting the earth’s environment and what can we do
about it? Discover the scientific, technical, behavioral, and social causes of environmental
challenges and develop critical thinking skills for determining reliable paths to creating a more
sustainable future.





an announcement or send a message to everyone in the class if I feel your question or concern
will benefit or affect everyone (and in this case, you will not receive an individual response).

GE Learning Outcomes (GELOs)
This is a GE A3-Critical Thinking and Writing

https://www.amazon.com/Living-Environment-MindTap-Course-List/dp/0357142209/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2YKZXGUC13PQ7&keywords=living+in+the+environment+20th+edition&qid=1675028490&sprefix=living+in+the+environment+20th+edition%2Caps%2C171&sr=8-1
https://www.vitalsource.com/referral?term=9780357142332
mailto:peggy.cabrera@sjsu.edu








https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F15-7.pdf




/senate/docs/F69-24.pdf


Please refer to the university’s student conduct code for general expectations:
http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/docs/Student%20Conduct%20Code%202013.pdf

All students have the right to pursue higher education in a safe atmosphere, and to have the
freedom to express opinions, beliefs and attitudes. We want to build and maintain a culture of
civility, respect and safety. We are all expected to treat one another with respect through our
greetings, our language, and our behavior. We exhibit civility through our language, our
attitudes, and our values and beliefs. We contribute to one another’s safety through our carefully
thought-out actions and words. Discourteous behavior towards your classmates or the
instructor can adversely affect your final grade.

Throughout the semester we will address and discuss a variety of issues that may bring out
strong and opposing views. As a community of learners and colleagues, it is critical that we
respect one another’s thoughts and address comments to the IDEAS and not the person. Our
classroom is not a forum for demeaning or threatening language/comments.

Cell phones and laptops ï Please be courteous to the instructor and to your classmates. Please
do not use your cell phones during class. Cell phones are to be turned to silent. They are to be
turned off or on silent/vibrate and put away for the duration of class. If you like to take notes
directly on your laptop or other device, please use it only for course related activities. It is rude
and distracting to be surfing the web, checking emails, or updating your “status” during class.

NOTES FOR SUCCESS
● Arrive to class on time and ready to participate.
● Read materials before class and come prepared with basic knowledge of chapter/reading

content.
● Respect the group process and commit to group members by meeting individual

obligations.
● Ask questions during discussions.
● Attend class as scheduled and maintain a professional and positive attitude.
● Take responsibility for your own learning.
● Take pride in your work as it represents you.
● You are responsible to make up the content of classes missed by being informed and

aware of current topics and due dates.
● If you have a question about an assignment, contact the professor early. Leave time for

the time it takes to communicate and make any needed changes prior to due dates.

Communications among students in ENVS01 should follow the following
etiquette/ónetiquetteô standards:

● Respect the privacy of your classmates and what they share in class.
● Ask classmates for clarification if you find a discussion posting difficult to understand.
● Anyone can have an opinion. As a student, you are expected to back up your stated

opinions with facts and reliable sources.
● Understand that we may disagree and that exposure to other people’s opinions is part of

the learning experience.

http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/docs/Student%20Conduct%20Code%202013.pdf


/aec/
mailto:aec-info@sjsu.edu
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php




Week Dates Topics & Activities Reading & Assignments

5 February
20 & 22

Why is it important to preserve ecosystems in all
biomes? How does vegetation play a role in
supporting ecosystems?

In-Class Activities:
T/TH: in-class discussion & activities

Assignments Due Monday 2/19:
● Reading Analysis 3
● Guest Speaker Prep

6
February
27 & 29

Natural Resource Management
How do we view trees, fish, water or other natural
resources? Human and Animal populations
examined.

In-Class Activities:
T: In-class Activities & Discussion
TH: In-class Activities & Discussion

READ:
Chapter 9 & 11 selected sections on Canvas

Assignments Due Monday 2/26:
● Reading Analysis 4
Assignments Due Wednesday 2/28
● Local Conservation Agency Written Topic

Proposal

7
March
5 & 7

Biodiversity Loss and Extinction
Sustaining Biodiversity: How Powerful is The
Endangered Species Act? What is the impact of
biodiversity loss and mass extinction?

In-Class Activities:
T: Activities & Discussion
TH: Guest Speaker, Merav Vonshak

Read:
CH 19 + additional reading

Assignments Due Monday 3/4 :
● Reading Analysis 5
● Guest Speaker Prep

Assignments Due Wednesday 3/6:
● iNaturalist

8 March
12 & 14

Climate Change
How can we collectively slow climate change?

In-Class Activities:
T: Energy topics in the news
TH: In-class Activities & discussion

Read:
CH 14
Debate & Defend 2 additional reading
Guest Speaker prep

Assignments Due Monday 3/11:
● Reading Analysis 6

Assignments Due Wednesday 3/13:
● 3B: Outline and Annotated

Bibliography

9

March
19 & 21

Energy & Resource Extraction
How much environmental degradation should we
allow to support energy consumption?

T: In-class Activities & Discussion
TH: Guest Speaker: Chairman Val Lopez Amah
Mutsun Tribal Band Elder

Read:
Chapters 15 & 16

Assignments Due Monday 3/18:
● Debate & Defend 2 Written Response

Assignments Due Wednesday 3/20:
● Draft Research Paper for Peer Review





Week Dates Topics & Activities Reading & Assignments

15 30- May
2

Environmental Justice
How and why are minority communities impacted
the most from environmental issues?
How should we plan urban communities?
In-Class Activities:
T: In-class Activities & discussion, Work in groups
on the final presentation
TH: Discussion & Debate & Defend 4

Assignments Due Monday 4/20
● Reading Analysis 10
Assignments Due Wednesday 5/1

● Volunteer Experience Reflection Essay

16 May
7 & 9
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