
 Contact Information

Instructor: Amy Petersen

Email: amy.petersen@sjsu.edu

Office Hours: Friday 1:00pm – 2:00pm via Zoom
(https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/85272807141) or by
appointment

Class Days/Time: M/W 1:30pm – 2:45pm

Class Modality: Online 

 

 Course Description a D ipuality of life? Discover the

technical and social causes of environmental degradation; learn how your personal and career choices can
protect the environment for current and future generations.

GE Area(s): A3. Critical Thinking and Writing

Prerequisite(s): Completion of GE Area A2 with a grade of "C-" or better.

Letter Graded
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SJSU’s General Education Program establishes a strong foundation of versatile skills, fosters curiosity
about the world, promotes ethical judgment, and prepares students to engage and contribute responsibly
and cooperatively in a multicultural, information-rich society. General education classes integrate areas of
study and encourage progressively more complex and creative analysis, expression, and problem solving.

The General Education Prograku

https://sjsu.edu/general-education/ge-requirements/overview/learning-outcomes.php


inductive and deductive reasoning as well as identification of formal and informal fallacies of language and
thought. Completion of Area A2 (

https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-Basics-Guide/What-are-the-browser-and-computer-requirements-for-Instructure/ta-p/66
/ecampus/software-tools/teaching-tools/canvas/student-resources/canvas-student-quick-guide.php
https://sjsu.edu/it/services/support/it-service-desk/index.php




logical arguments using high quality evidence on environmental issues (GELO2, CLO2), written
synthesis of information from two or more sources, addressing contrary or multiples sides of an
argument about an environmental issue (GELO3, CLO3); and effectively showing how a main take-
home point is the logical conclusion for the essay based on evidence presented earlier in the piece in
the context of the environment and sustainability (GELO4, CLO4).

5. 4GUGCTEJ�2CRGT (GELO1-GELO 4) (2 drafts @ 1,000 words each)
The final assignment for this course is an opportunity for you to demonstrate that you have learned to
think about environmental issues more carefully, objectively, creatively, and analytically as
a participant in this course. This is an important skill for professionals in the environmental field, as
well as in other professions. It is also a critical skill for anyone interested in making informed choices
about issues that affect their lives. This assignment will be completed in the following sequence:

56'2��� Topic: Submit a brief proposal on a topic that focuses on a current environmental issue.
Topics must receive instructor approval. Your proposal should be a one paragraph description of the
topic and why it interests you.

56'2��� First Draft: Each student will submit a completed draft for peer review. You will exchange
papers with another student (assigned by the instructor). Class time will be set aside for students to
review their peer's paper and provide feedback.

56'2��� Final Draft: The final paper will be due on the last day of class. The paper must be a minimum
of 1,000 words and not more than 1,500 words (this does not include the reference page). The upper
limit of 1,500 words is intended to encourage you to think carefully about what you want to say and
present your arguments concisely and clearly. Try to keep your word count close to 1,000 words.
Papers must be correctly formatted and cited according to one of the 3 citation formats listed below.

56'2��� Assessment: Student work will be assessed based on the essay’s demonstrated
completeness of the following:

Locating and appropriately citing quality sources of information on environmental topics (GELO1);
correct application of rhetorical or logical arguments using high-quality evidence on environmental
issues (GELO2); written synthesis of information, including contrary or multiple sides of an
argument about an environmental issue (GELO3); and effectively showing how a main take-home
point is the logical conclusion for the essay based on evidence presented earlier in the piece in the
context of the environment and sustainability (GELO4). The content and depth of analysis for the
Research Paper should be substantially more comprehensive than the Critical Thinking Essays.

56'2��� Oral Presentation: (GELO2, CELO3-CELO4) Oral presentations will cover the information
addressed in your research paper and will be scheduled for the last two weeks of class.
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https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_manual_17th_edition/cmos_formatting_and_style_guide/chicago_manual_of_style_17th_edition.html
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Plagiarism, intentional or not, will not be tolerated in this course. This course is designed to provoke critical
thought and writing, and plagiarism will not help you to become a better thinker or writer. For an extensive
read of the University guidelines for dealing with plagiarism, see the University Academic Integrity Policy
F15-7 at https://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F15-7.pdf (https://www.sjsu.edu/senate/d ង wa

/senate/docs/F15-7.pdf


http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
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