
ENVS 01 Section 81, Spring 2022     Page 1 of 10   
Redondo, Sergio  

  

San José State University  

School of Social Sciences, Department of Environmental Studies ENVS 01, 

Introduction to Environmental Issues, Sections 81, Spring 2022  

Course and Contact Information   

Instructor:      Sergio A. Redondo  

Office Location:    On-line  

Telephone Main Office:  408-924-5450 (Env Studies Dept)   

Email:       sergio.redondo@sjsu.edu      

Office Hours:     Zoom- Tuesdays 10:30-11:30am & by Appointment  

Class Days/Time:    Monday/Wednesday 10:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.   

Classroom:      Fully Online Synchronous via Zoom   

GE/SJSU Studies Category- Satisfies D: Social Sciences (formerly GE Area D1) 

Course Description  

What effects are human activities having on the natural environment and our quality of life? We will analyze the 

technical and social causes of environmental degradation, environmental, and health impacts. The environment 

we depend upon is being damaged by a range of problems, including increasing economic disparities, 

overexploitation of natural resources, depletion of non-renewable resources, and climate change.    

  

Effectively addressing environmental impacts and debates require understanding of the basic facts, using critical 

thinking skills, and applying an interdisciplinary approach towards short-term and long-term sustainable 

solutions. Thus, by understanding the causes and solutions of environmental problems, we can move society in 

a direction that will sustain the earth and all its species. Moreover, we will learn how our personal and career 

choices can protect the environment for current and future generations.  

   

Grading: Letter Graded  

Course Format Technology Intensive, Online, Synchronous Course   
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• Access to Canvas Learning Management system which is located at https://sjsu.instructure.com/ o 

Canvas Student Resources | eCampus (sjsu.edu)  

• Free access to software Software Installation Instructions | Information Technology (sjsu.edu) o Please 

have Adobe software installed Adobe Creative Cloud for Students | eCampus (sjsu.edu) o Microsoft 

Office Suite and/or the Google Apps "G-Suite" (Google Docs, Sheets, etc.). Visit Microsoft Office 365 

Portal. You can access the Office 365 Portal with your SJSU email address and SJSUOne password  

  

Other student technology resources:  

• Associated Students Print & Technology Center at as.sjsu.edu/asptc/index.jsp on the Student Union 

(East Wing 2nd floor Suite 2600)  

• The Spartan Floor at the MLK Library at library.sjsu.edu/services/services
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Texts/Readings  

Textbook  

Students will need to rent or buy one book: Miller, G.T. and Spoolman,S. Living in the Environment: 

Principles, Connections, and Solutions. 20th edition. The cost to rent the eTextbook is about $45.00 Living in 

the Environment 20, Miller, G. Tyler & Spoolman, Scott  

ISBN-13: 9780357142202 

ISBN-10: 0357142209 

  

Other readings/resources will be included with web links via Canvas.   

  

Citation Required  

Formal papers are required to use an appropriate citation format (e.g. APA or MLA Guidelines): 12 font typed, 

double-spaced with 1inch margins on all sides. See General Format // Purdue Writing Lab Additional 

instructions provided via Canvas.   

Library Liaison   

Ms. Peggy Cabrera is the library liaison for Environmental Studies. Students may email  

(Peggy.Cabrera@sjsu.edu) or set up a zoom research meeting Getting Started - Environmental Studies - SJSU 

Research Guides at San José State University Library.        

Course Requirements and Assignments   

The exams and assignments are designed to help you learn the course material and analyze issues. The written 

assignments will help you develop skills to evaluate, analyze, and express solutions to environmental issues. 

Good writing is essential to conveying your ideas.        

1. In-Class Participation (100 points): During our synchronous class on Zoom, students will submit 

various types of activities during breakout sessions or at the end of lectures. Students are expected 

to actively participate in learning. Attend each class on time, as the lectures will contain material that is 

not in your book. To do well in this course you must complete the assigned readings before class, take 

good notes, ask questions, complete your assignments, foster discussions with your classmates, answer 

instructor questions, and participate in class-wide and group discussions. Active participation in the 

classroom is required to receive participation points. See University policy F15-12. In-class assignments 

cannot be made up due to the nature of course set-up; however, there will be extra credit opportunities to 

help make up lost points.  

2. Weekly Mini-Briefs: Analysis of Environmental Issues (100 points): Each week, students are 

responsible for the readings from the textbook, posted articles, and/or videos posted via Canvas. To 

strengthen analytical skills, a weekly mini brief based on the readings will be submitted before class. 

The mini briefs will either be about one to two paragraph summaries or answering posted questions; 

further instructions will be available on Canvas. There will be 13 total mini-briefs due this semester, 

each worth 10 points; however, the lowest 3 scores will be dropped (maximum points are 100). Please 

come to class ready to engage and discuss the material whether you submit a mini-brief or not any given 

week.  
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3. Critical Thinking and Writing Papers (200 points total, 100 points each):  Each student will write 

two papers. For paper 1, you will be able to select the type of paper to write (see below), while everyone 

will work on the same paper 2. Detailed instructions and a rubric for each paper will be provided during 

class and on Canvas. A portion of the grade includes formal academic writing requirements such as, in-

text citations, grammar, spelling, and logic of ideas. The course schedule shows the dates for each paper 

assigned and submissions. All research requires peer-reviewed journals, government publications, white 

papers, and credible internet sources. Each paper will be about 2 to 3 pages, double spaced, and 

following an appropriate citation format (e.g., MLA, APA).   

 

Paper 1 (100 points)-Select one:  

The Science vs. Pseudoscience vs. Inaccurate Media will apply critical thinking and analytical 

techniques to evaluate the credibility of on-line articles for a current controversial scientific 

environmental issue.  

OR 

The Environmental Justice (EJ) Policy Brief is a concise argument summarizing the issue and 

solutions to a current environment issue in a disproportionately impacted community, city, or country.   

 

Paper 2 (100 points):  

The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Concept Paper will analyze the environmental 

impacts of a project, government policy, or other types of government decisions and provide 

recommendations for sustainability strategies.  

 

4. Social Media Project (200 points total, 100 points each): Students will utilize social media to 

highlight their understanding of two environmental topics and enhance their ability of presenting it in a 

digestible and accessible manner. Students may use video, image, sound, text, or a combination of these 

media types. Students may select established social media platforms such as Instagram, Twitter, Tiktok, 

and Facebook or create web pages, blog posts, or podcasts if they wish. All projects will require peer-

reviewed journals, government publications, white papers, and/or credible internet sources. More 

detailed rubrics and expectations will be provided via Canvas.  

Topic 1 (100 points): Environmental degradation in relation to either resource use, economics, or 

politics (e.g., chemical/pesticide usage, monoculture, cattle farming, fossil fuel usage, etc.).  

Topic 2 (100 points): Sustainability through a social, political, technological, or personal lens (e.g., 

recycling, composting, vegetarian/vegan diets, biking, electric vehicles, etc.). 

 

5. Two Exams (midterm and the final exam) (400 points): The midterm exam and the final exam are 

each worth 200 points. The exams will include multiple choices questions, short answer questions, and 

short essay questions. Each exam will cover lectures, in-class discussions, activities, readings, and 

videos. The final exam is not comprehensive.   

6. Extra Credit Opportunities- 2 total allowed (30 points each, 60 points maximum): Details will be 

provided via C 580.67 Tmaas. 
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preparation/studying, or course related activities, including but not limited to internships, labs, and clinical 

practica. Other course structures will have equivalent workload expectations as described in the syllabus.”   

  

Academic Integrity Policy   

Originality and honesty: It is appropriate to cite others’ work extensively, with attribution.  It is never 

appropriate to use other authors’ language or ideas, from the web or from written documents, as though 

they were your own.  If you have any questions about appropriate citation, please talk to me personally or 

email me a note. Misuse of written material can result in course failure. If you need help or have any questions,  

contact the instructor. University Academic Int
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Note: The instructor cannot guarantee that all classes will be recorded and available for review. Unforeseen 

circumstances due to inadequate internet connectivity or outages may hinder recording of all synchronous 

classes.  

Students are not allowed to record without instructor permission  

Students are prohibited from recording class activities (including class lectures, office hours, advising sessions, 

etc.), distributing class recordings, or posting class recordings. Materials created by the instructor for the course  

(
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University Resources for Students  

Writing Center: The SJSU Writing Center has two in-person locations: Clark Hall, Suite 126 and MLK 

Library, 2nd floor. Workshops and tutoring are also available through online platforms. To make an 

appointment, visit the Writing Center website at sjsu.edu/writingcenter.  

  

Accessible Education Center  

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special 

arrangements, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. 

Presidential Directive 97-03 [pdf] requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations register 

with the Accessible Education Center (AEC) to establish a record of their disability.  

  

Counseling and Psychological Services: The SJSU Counseling and Psychological Services is located on 

the corner of 7th Street and San Carlos in the new Student Wellness Center, Room 300B. To schedule an 

appointment or learn more information, visit the Counseling and Psychological Services website at 

sjsu.edu/counseling.  

  

SJSU Cares Students experiencing challenges meeting their basic needs including, but not limited to, access to 

food, shel 
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ENVS 01 Introduction to Environmental Issues, Spring 2022  

Course Schedule  

This schedule is subject to change with fair notice which students will be notified via Canvas and in class. I will 

provide at least one week notice if I need to move the topics or readings. With the rapid changes of 

environmental and health events, flexibility and adaptability is important.  

Course Schedule   

Week/ 

Module  

Date  Topics  Textbook 

Readings  

Assignments  

(Mini-Briefs due 

before class)  

1  1/26 Introductions and Syllabus: What is 

Environmental Studies?   

‘Conocimiento’ Activity 

 - - 

2  1/31 and  

2/2  

Concepts of Sustainability Big 

issues facing us today?  

Urbanization and Sustainability  

Ecosystems: How do they work?  

Chapter 1; 

Chapter 22  

2/4 Mini-Brief  

3  2/7 and  

2/9   

(CA and SF Bay Area) Climate and 

Biodiversity: Protect the trees please!   

Climate Change: Can humans adapt?   

Chapter 7; 

Chapter 19  

2/9 Mini-Brief   

4 
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