
San José State University 
Department of Environmental Studies 

Introduction to Environmental Issues, Spring  2022 

ENVS 001-Section 05 
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Instructor: Padmaja (PJ) Iyer  

Telephone: 408-777-0939 

Email: Padmaja.iyer@sjsu.edu 
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Tuesday and Thursday from 10:30AM-11:45AM 



Even though we will be meeting in person we will be using the online Canvas modules 
extensively to engage in discussions, submit assignments, take assessments, and gain access to 
readings and additional videos.  
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Miller, G. Spoolman, S. Living in the Environment. 20th edition. Print ISBN: 9780357142202, 
0357142209, eText ISBN: 9780357142332, 0357142330 

The book is available at the SJSU Spartan Bookstore and for rent at Amazon.com for about 
$34.00. You can also purchase a hardcover or loose- leaf text on Amazon. 

Additional assigned readings are available on Canvas. 
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To be successful in this course it is expected that students will spend time reading, listening to 
the lectures, watching videos, and participating in course activities, discussion, and writing. Each 
week will focus on a single module with one or more of the following elements - module 
objectives and checklist, readings, lectures, assignment or discussion, and any other assessments 
like position papers, in-class activities or finals. Students will be evaluated based on the 
following: 

Plagiarism Quiz  

Provided by the university, this quiz will help you learn the nuances of plagiarism and the 
consequences at San José State University. 

Current Event and Presentation  

Each student will find a current event article that relates to a topic of a week of their choosing 
and will write a 250-500 word reflection of the event and share a 3-minute presentation in class. 
The current event could come from an accredited newspaper, journal article, lawsuit, or 
government ruling. 

Position Paper Mind Map  

The purpose of the Position Paper Mind Map is to help you get a jumpstart on your essay. While 
developing your Mind Map, you will need to pick an environmental issue, research some facts 
about the issue, learn about the policies and social movements around the issue and present a 
possible solution. Please read the rubric carefully to make sure you include all the elements 
required. It is entirely possible that you might change your ideas for the final paper; that is 
completely fine. This Mind Map will help you get started and will give you an opportunity to ask 
me questions and think about your issue. Please note that the textbook counts as a valid 
primary source and has some excellent information. You might start there during your research.  

Position Paper  

Each 5-7 (1,250-3,000) page paper focuses on an environmental issue. Based on 
insights from your connection to the topic, readings, videos, lectures, discussions, and 
your own research, discuss your perspective on the environmental issue that you 
chose. First



connection; it might include your reason for interest, or a personal experience related to 
this issue. Second, describe the issue and characterize how it has occurred. Please 
use valid science and social science data in the analysis of the issue. Third, explain the 
positions on the issue and the movements and policies (if any) that relate to the issue. 
Fourth, explain your stand on the issue and your opinion of the current movements 
and/or policies regarding the issue. Finally, offer your solution to this issue. A solution 
might include technological innovation, community involvement, another policy, 
enforcement of existing policies, another solution or combination of solutions. 

Module Quizzes 

Each module concludes with a short quiz to help prepare for the midterm and to help synthesize 
the week's lesson and topics. 

Assignments and Online Discussions 

The assignments are designed to deepen the student’s knowledge and connection to the subject. 
Discussions are designed in the form of a debate. Students are expected to remain respectful and 
kind in their responses to peers and cite evidence to support their arguments in their posts. 

In-Class Work 

Each class session will include group work, discussions, hypothetical situations, presentations, 
and reflections. Students are expected to have completed the reading for the day’s topic and 
participate. 

Final Project  

The final project explores the natural resources, communities, and environmental issues of a 
single location. This is a group project of a minimum of 2 and maximum of 3 people. The project 
involves building a web page using Adobe Spark and presenting your research in class. All of 
the guidelines are provided in a mock web page. 
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Assessment Area 
# Of 

Points 
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The schedule is subject to change with fair notice available in advance. 

Module descriptions 
Module Date Topics and Textbook Reading Assessments 

Module 
1 1/27 The Environment and Sustainability - 

Chapter 1, 2.1, and 2.2 

Discussion 1: Environmental 
Issue 

Quiz 1 
Module 
2 2/1,2/3 Ecosystems: What are They and How do 

They Work? - Chapter 3 Quiz 2 

Module 
3 



Module 
10 

4/5, 
4/7 

Water Resources, Access, and Pollution- 
Chapter 13 and 20  Quiz 9 



The SJSU Writing Center has two locations: They conduct drop-in tutoring sessions in Clark 
Hall, Suite 126; and conduct scheduled appointments on the second floor of the MLK Library. 
They also offer online tutoring sessions using the Zoom web conferencing platform. All 
appointments can be made online at sjsu.mywconline.com. 

To make an appointment, register for a workshop, or to refer to the numerous online resources 
offered through the Writing Center, visit the Writing Center website at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter 
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Computer labs for student use are available at: 

• Associated Students Print & Technology Center at as.sjsu.edu/asptc/index.jsp on the 
Student Union (East Wing 2nd floor Suite 2600) 

• The Spartan Floor at the MLK Library at library.sjsu.edu/services/services (Fourth floor) 



SJSU Counseling and Psychological Services: (408) 924-5910 or at 
counseling.services@sjsu.edu.  If you are experiencing a crisis, reach out to The County Suicide 
& Crisis Line at (855) 278-4204 or the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at (800) 273-8255, 
both are available toll-free, 24 

SJSU Cares 
Students experiencing challenges meeting their basic needs including, but not limited to, access 
to food, shelter, and a safe space are encouraged to contact SJSU Cares. If you feel like your 
class performance may be affected by these challenges, please contact your instructor, if you are 
comfortable doing so.  

  

 


