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Course	and	Contact	Information	

Course	Format	
This	course	will	be	taught	100%	online,	with	weekly	recorded	lectures	posted	on	our	Canvas	website.	The	
course	will	have	online	assignments,	quizzes,	and	exams,	etc.	The	course	requires	a	computer	with	internet	
connectivity.	Course	materials	will	be	made	available	on	the	Canvas	website	here.	You	are	responsible	for	
checking	Canvas	regularly	for	announcements,	assignments,	and	other	course	information	and	materials.		
Course	Overview	and	Description		
This	course	is	designed	to	provide	the	basic	skills	and	knowledge	necessary	to	engage	in	biological	and	
environmental	problem	solving.	Living	systems	are	complex	and	in	constant	flux.	The	course	materials	
emphasize	understanding	the	scientific	method	and	using	of	the	weight	of	scientific	evidence	in	the	analysis	of	
conflicting	data	and	viewpoints.	Students	will	obtain	knowledge	of	biological	and	ecological	science	as	a	basis	
for	understanding	current	threats	to	biodiversity.	My	main	goal	is	to	provide	a	basic	understanding	of	living	
systems,	give	information	on	a	multitude	of	environmental	issues	we	face,	and	



GE	Learning	Outcomes	(GELO)		

This	is	a	Category	B2	General	Education	course,	and	as	such,	students	will	develop	and	demonstrate	the	
following	objectives:		

1. gain	a	basic	understanding	of	the	structures	and	processes	of	living	systems;		
2. learn	about	the	scientific	method	and	how	the	body	of	scientific	knowledge	advances;		
3. gain	experience	with	the	testable	frameworks	and	the	qualitative	and	quantitative	methods	scientists	use	

to	collect	data;		
4. develop	tools	to	critically	analyze	controversial	scientific	issues	from	a	life	scientist’s	perspective;		
5. acquire	an	understanding	of	the	interrelationships	between	science,	economics,	ethics,	and	policy	in	

environmental	decision-making	by	society;		
6. develop	an	understanding	of	how	and	to	what	extent	human	activities	are	affecting	the	earth’s	living	

systems.		

	Information	Literacy	Learning	Outcomes	(ILLO)		

1. An	information	literate	student	determines	the	nature	and	extent	of	the	information	needed.	The	



Resources for Students !
There	are	many	resources	on	campus	available	to	you.	Some	examples	include:	SJSU	Peer	Connections	Center,	
the	College	of	Social	Science	Access	Center,	SJSU	Writing	Center,	SJSU	Computing	Services,	SJSU	Counseling	and	
Psychological	Service,	SJSU	Student	Health	Center,	the	Academic	Success	Center,	and	many	places	to	use	or	get	
help	with	technology.	For	links	to	some	available	resources	please	see	the	Syllabus	Information	web	page	or	



appreciated	and	encouraged.		

Formatting 
Please	note	that	all	assignments	need	to	be	formatted	as	follows:	12	point	font,	Times	New	Roman,	1	inch	
margins,	doubled	spaced,	include	a	header	with	student	ID	and	date,	and	uses	Turabian/Chicago	author-year	
citation	style	where	applicable.		A	10%	deduction	will	occur	for	not	following	these	guidelines.	

Canvas Instructions 
All	assignments	are	due	before	5:00pm	on	the	due	date	listed	in	Canvas.		It	is	your	responsibility	to	check	
Canvas	and	for	announcements	about	class	activities,	assignments,	posting	of	lecture	videos,	etc..		
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^04!



Course Schedule (]&5!;0!1#&:20/!;&%0/!3:!13.4%0!X43240%%E!

Date	


