
San José State University
College of Social Science/Environmental Studies Department

Course# 21526 (Sec.1), Environmental Education 158, Spring 2022

Course and Contact Information

Instructor: Robert M. Foran, MS

Office Location: Washington Square Hall (WSQ) 111E

Telephone: (415) 940-4917

Email: robert.foran@sjsu.edu

Office Hours: Mon & Wed, 1-2:30 pm (Zoom and outside in-person ‘coffee time’ office hours
available as well at other times)

Class Days/Time: Mon & Wed, 3:00-4:15 pm

Classroom: Dudley Moorhead Hall (DMH) Room 164

Prerequisites:

https://catalog.sjsu.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=1&coid=141
https://catalog.sjsu.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=1&coid=189


Course Description

/�/1�
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Education of individuals can make a difference in protecting the environment. Comprehensive overview from the
perspective of schools, American culture and law. Interdisciplinary approaches for correcting conditions created by
modern living, energy and environmental demands.
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Program Learning Objectives (PLO)

The Department Program Learning Outcomes for all Environmental Studies undergraduates and graduate students are
found at http://www.sjsu.edu/depts/EnvStudies/assessment/.

This course will be used to promote undergraduate student learning for the following outcomes:

PLO 1 - Qualitative Environmental Literacy:  Students are able to write a logical analytical paper/lesson plan using good
writing style and construction supported by appropriate research.

PLO 3 - Content Environmental Literacy:  Students will develop proficiency in the interdisciplinary sustainability principles
that are the foundation of environmental studies; they will know the key environmental challenges facing the planet,
know relevant interdisciplinary information about these challenges, and be able to develop/identify feasible solutions
(i.e., become a solutionary)

Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)

CLO 1 – Students will be able to knowledgeably answer the questions: What is environmental education? Who am I as
an educator?

CLO 2 – Students will be able to understand pedagogical approaches through theory, application, and praxis.

CLO 3 – Students will possess working knowledge of basic environmental science concepts and current environmental
issues.

CLO 4 -  Students will independently develop, deliver, and reflect on an original environmental education lesson plan that
includes hands-on activities and integrates California Mandated K-12 Standards.

Specific Course Learning Objective (SpCLO): Eco-literacy/Becoming a Solutionary

SpCLO 1 - The ecoliterate/solutionary student/teacher will be able to integrate environmental education theory, practice,
and problem solving in classroom settings.

SpCLO 2 - The ecoliterate/solutionary student/teacher will be able to apply their knowledge and skills to new settings or
in addressing complex problems that fall under the various rubrics of environmental and social issues, knowing that they
are inextricably connected.

SpCLO 3 - The ecoliterate/solutionary student/teacher will demonstrate the ability to work productively and
collaboratively in groups and community settings.
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http://www.sjsu.edu/depts/EnvStudies/assessment/


ARLO 2 – Students will be able to critically reflect on and articulate through classroom discussions, online discussions, &
through writing assignments how colonization has greatly shaped & impacted the ‘places that we inhabit’ by reflecting
on the history of the Indigenous/Native people of whose land we stand on.

ARLO 3 – Students will  be able to critically reflect on and articulate through classroom discussions, online discussions, &
through writing assignments how the views of those who appear different, who come from different socio-economic
backgrounds, and who have not necessarily experienced life as they have can contribute to a more holistic under

mailto:peggy.cabrera@sjsu.edu






● Pics & bios for each member of the teaching collective along with your individual personal education philosophy
(PEP) statement (i.e., self-generated, a short poem, a quote from someone you admire, etc.) [5pts.]

● Teaching collective mission statement [5pts.]
● Section dedicated to all EE concepts and academic skills in your CBP [5pts.]
● Section dedicated to the CDE, NGSS, (STEAM, VAPA) addressed in your CBP [5pts.]
● Section dedicated to a breakdo

https://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ca/sc/ngssstandards.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/vpastandards.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/r27/steamexpanrfa.asp
http://www.corestandards.org


● 0]j<Y�d]Q[jh�d]hhQDYI: Á¿¿�d]Q[jh�]pIg<YY�Ü�À¿¿Ø

�g<GI�.<[OI�<[G��fkQp<YI[j� IjjIg��g<GIh (instructor reserves the right to administer [+/–] if applicable)
● 90% - 100% = A
● 80% - 89% =   B
● 70% - 79% =   C
● 62% - 69% =   D
● >62% = F

D



If you’ve not been fully vaccinated by that date or don’t plan on getting vaccinated, you E<[[]j be in this course.  I qQYY
[]j�gQhX anyone’s health on the collective level due to the lack of vaccinated individuals.  So dYI<hI, get yourself fully
vaccinated �/�+��

● /�/1��I<YjP��GpQh]gQIh�
https:/�not

u

/healthadvisories/
/healthadvisories/
https://calstate.policystat.com/policy/9779821/latest/?mkt_tok=NjYzLVVLUS05OTgAAAF-vNlAyct-34iWa_nCeE4GsjUXJndGf4U-KLm10J70Ql_vxqWScQ0MeHZq3uNYvVqD_pENQ-He3VcbEz4ywiToPxyP0dq0tWXCB_3gYhc1
https://calstate.policystat.com/policy/9779821/latest/?mkt_tok=NjYzLVVLUS05OTgAAAF-vNlAyct-34iWa_nCeE4GsjUXJndGf4U-KLm10J70Ql_vxqWScQ0MeHZq3uNYvVqD_pENQ-He3VcbEz4ywiToPxyP0dq0tWXCB_3gYhc1
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?SanJoseStateUniv&layout_id=15
/healthadvisories/health-safety-protocols/index.php
/medical/services/covid-vaccine.php
https://sjsu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0cd2JL5wGwNl3Nz?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWTJVell6WmhZMkZsT0dFeCIsInQiOiJ6QWIyb0tFT1ZhN3JIbWxMZXdpRWU4SHdNRHU4aGJQcGpmeVpvSk42QUNjY3FzVWdIdWozMHBHMUR1NVJJc2dxVXhqeXlDaXRCV0pyTUJEQkp5YUJXTW1IdmR4SCtMeHl5cEFqNlBRVGJZbmlnXC9vanU5RHA5OXdcL2c0TFwvTTI5MCJ9
https://sjsu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0cd2JL5wGwNl3Nz?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWTJVell6WmhZMkZsT0dFeCIsInQiOiJ6QWIyb0tFT1ZhN3JIbWxMZXdpRWU4SHdNRHU4aGJQcGpmeVpvSk42QUNjY3FzVWdIdWozMHBHMUR1NVJJc2dxVXhqeXlDaXRCV0pyTUJEQkp5YUJXTW1IdmR4SCtMeHl5cEFqNlBRVGJZbmlnXC9vanU5RHA5OXdcL2c0TFwvTTI5MCJ9
https://sjsu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0cd2JL5wGwNl3Nz?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWTJVell6WmhZMkZsT0dFeCIsInQiOiJ6QWIyb0tFT1ZhN3JIbWxMZXdpRWU4SHdNRHU4aGJQcGpmeVpvSk42QUNjY3FzVWdIdWozMHBHMUR1NVJJc2dxVXhqeXlDaXRCV0pyTUJEQkp5YUJXTW1IdmR4SCtMeHl5cEFqNlBRVGJZbmlnXC9vanU5RHA5OXdcL2c0TFwvTTI5MCJ9
https://sjsu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0cd2JL5wGwNl3Nz?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWTJVell6WmhZMkZsT0dFeCIsInQiOiJ6QWIyb0tFT1ZhN3JIbWxMZXdpRWU4SHdNRHU4aGJQcGpmeVpvSk42QUNjY3FzVWdIdWozMHBHMUR1NVJJc2dxVXhqeXlDaXRCV0pyTUJEQkp5YUJXTW1IdmR4SCtMeHl5cEFqNlBRVGJZbmlnXC9vanU5RHA5OXdcL2c0TFwvTTI5MCJ9


University Policies

Per University Policy S16-9 (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf), relevant university policy concerning all
courses, such as student responsibilities, academic integrity, accommodations, dropping and adding, consent for
recording of class, etc. and available student services (e.g. learning assistance, counseling, and other resources) are listed
on Syllabus Information web page (https://www.sjsu.edu/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php). Make sure to visit this
page to review and be aware of these university policies and resources.

Environmental Education 158, Spring 2022, Course# 21526 (Sec.1)

Course Schedule

This timeline is m�Te

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xu0tt9U8b5I
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php
https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1474959/files/66459786?module_item_id=12619166
https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1474959/files/66459786?module_item_id=12619166
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RdixQEweDco
https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1474959/pages/environmental-issues-pptx-lecture-recording?module_item_id=12619171
https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1474959/pages/environmental-issues-pptx-lecture-recording?module_item_id=12619171
https://diverseeducation.com/article/166456/
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/why-race-matters-when-we-talk-about-the-environment/
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/why-race-matters-when-we-talk-about-the-environment/


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QGmwYt4kof0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ViDtnfQ9FHc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UO09-q2Zibw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qVYmU4kXEhA


*Activity: St. James Park vs. William Stri  
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● How are your issues connected?
● Why are your issues connected and who bears the weight of

the detrimental effects of such ecological/socio-cultural
issue(s)?

● Use either a lived experience, a case study that y ya re ey)
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LWKw5g4voraq4-OSabHhU2JyAKUIRPlkts9HO1LrCzE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LWKw5g4voraq4-OSabHhU2JyAKUIRPlkts9HO1LrCzE/edit


https://www.youtube.com/watch/OsNat-3-D3s%20/




3. Students will be
able to critically
reflect upon the
material through
online discussion
prompts and
engaging with at
least two of their
peers.

a. The importance of
introducing youth
early on to nature
and the environment

b. The difference
between Biophilia &
Ecophobia

c. How empathy is
key to developing a
strong relationship
with nature/the
environment and
thus creating an
investment in
preserving it

d. How race/racism,
SES, class, &
(dis)ability impacts
and/or contributes
to lack of access, or
altogether blocks
any sort of
relationship with
nature/the
environment

Wk. 9 Mon
Mar
28th-
Wed
Mar
30th
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(Depending on where we are concerning the issues and impacts of the
pandemic at this point in the semester, we may pivot to an online
platform upon returning from the Spring Break on Monday, April 4th.  I
will keep you all informed.)

Wk. 10/
Module 9

Mon
Apr
4th-
Wed
Apr
7th

��.0��!$"0������"/�

*Topic: Thinking Spatially

https://clearingmagazine.org/archives/12439
https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1377740/modules/items/11033783
https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1377740/modules/items/11033783
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zQo9OMlQhpI




Wed
Apr
20th
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https://humaneeducation.org/zoes-tedx-talks


incorporate civic
engagement in
classroom
assignments and
projects and how
they can be used to
develop solutions for
ecological and
socio-cultural issues
based on community
participation led by
young people within
those communities.

c) They will be able
to apply some of the
(12) solutionary
youth components
in their LPs through
collaborative means,
through the
development of
critical and creative
LPAs.

c) How effective it
can be when
communities are
engaged around
ecological and
socio-cultural issues
that directly affect
them through
activism, advocacy,
legislative change,
policy-making, as
methods of
community
empowerment.

Wk. 13/
Module 12

Mon
Apr
25th-
Wed
Apr
27th

*Topic: Teaching for a Just Climate
*Lecture: What is Environmental Justice?
*Readings: Bigelow (2016) PCfE; Miller & Opland-Dobbs (2016) PCfE
*Movie: TBD
*Activity/Guest Speaker: TBD

1. Students will be
able to identify key
issues associated
with climate change
and will explore
ways of
incorporating
techniques of
communicating
these issues, both
ecological and social,
into their LPs and
final projects
through reading case
studies, PPTX
lectures, & Ttha Tcoπtiv , as
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Wk. 14/
Module 13

Mon
May
2nd-
Wed
May
4th
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https://www.ran.org/the-understory/indigenous_peoples_global_summit_on_climate_change_anchorage_alaska/
https://www.ran.org/the-understory/indigenous_peoples_global_summit_on_climate_change_anchorage_alaska/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e2Re-KrQNa4


May
11th

Wk. 16 Mon
May
16th

***DUE: Final Projects

Course Timeline Color Code Legend:

● Purple= Major Assignment assigned and/or due

● Light Blue= Canvas Discussion(s) due date(s)

● Orange= Reminder to schedule your teaching collaborative working group (TCWG) sessions w/ me

● Yellow= Scheduling Reminder/Issue (i.e. Spring Break, Holiday, day/month of significance, something yet to be
determined [TBD], stay tuned for more info, etc.)


