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projects that promote sustainability.  Students in the ERC started the campus recycling program 
and an alternative commute planning program that ultimately became Transportation Solutions, 
which is now a permanent department of Associated Students.  ERC students also began an urban 
farm non-profit organization called Veggielution, now a highly successful organization.  
 
To serve the student body and our supporting organizations, we undertake a range of projects each 
year. The projects are undertaken by students registered for EnvS 181, The ERC, a course that 
students take for 1, 2 or 3 units of credit.  The ERC is run by student directors and supervised by 
a faculty advisor.  In addition to promoting changes to attitudes and behaviors via on campus 
events, the ERC is working to move our campus towards sustainable use of water, energy, and 
materials. 

Directors and Faculty Advisor Roles 
The ERC directors guide the projects and provide volunteer and community action opportunitieQ@ mSud
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tQ tta WupQ tca WppQ ton a pporta pQ oQp@Wpptma WpQ energy, and 
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Course Requirements, Grading Information, Project Groups and ERC Expectations 

This course is a credit/no credit.  Students must meet the following three criteria to receive credit:  
1. Attend and Participate in Class:  

Class attendance and participation is essential for teams to coordinate, to learn about other 
team projects, and to advance the goals of the course. Groups will regularly report on their 
progress during class. Individual participation points are also earned during class time. 
Students cannot receive credit if more than 4 class meetings are missed without a valid 
excuse. Also, being late to class (tardies) two times will be counted as an absence. **** In 
person participation is evaluated in each class. ****   
Here is a description of the elements required to receive class participation points: 

"# $%&'()*+&(',!-'./.%&0&1(%2!!Give us a brief informal self-introduction presentation on the first 
day of class. Follow the example that one of the directors gives in class. !

3# $%4+50//!60'&1+160&1(%.  These points will be earned through participating in class discussions, 
breakout groups, group report-outs and other in-class activities throughout the semester.!

7# 8'(*6!-'(9.+&/. Each student will participate in 2 or 3 of the class groups. Groups will report 
out on their activities each class.  In addition, groups will give a final powerpoint presentation 
on the last day of class. The presentation will summarize their collective work, successes and 
challenges. See Canvas for further instructions. Each student contribution to their group 
projects will be assessed by the ERC directors, the Faculty Advisor, and the group's Office of 
Sustainability contact at the end of the semester based on work completed.!

:# 8'(*6!.4-('&;(51(2!This document will be a complete record of the work completed during 
the semester. Your portfolio not only documents your group’s activities and achievements, 
but should also be designed as a reference to assist future ERC students. Your group’s 
portfolio should include the following:!
i)
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b) -'(A1).!B'1&.4*6/@!In order to track your work outside class, complete a 250- to 400-word 
write up every week with photos of you doing the work. You do not need to include photos if 
an ERC director was present at the event.  Write ups should be uploaded on Canvas weekly on 
Sunday nights. If they are not submitted within a week, those hours will not count or be 
accepted. Here’s a Write-up Example: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GuhEckorNhaEuKLl1rK8hYZNvVBptkPEFa0h9GS8
OUg/edit?usp=sharing !

N.B.:  Update both time-sheets and write-ups every Sunday by midnight.   ***Directors will 
check them every week.*** 

 
Total required hours are based on the number of units you are taking and divided as shown in the 
table below. 

 

Hours Categories 1 unit =   
45 hours 

total 

2 units = 
90 hours 

total 

3 units = 
135 

hours 
total 

Class Hours.  Maximum hours earned from class (M/W 
1:30PM-2:45PM)) 

 
32 

 
32 

 
32 

Outside Hours.  Hours earned outside of class from Group 
Work, attending related events (e.g. EnvS 210 seminar, 
relevant lectures/events, and fieldtrips/tours, etc.) as well as 
volunteering with outside local orgs (e.g. attending a stream 
clean up event) 
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There are a number of volunteer organizations with multiple and recurring events, even during 
COVID.  We recommend you find such a group that you might enjoy volunteering with multiple 
times over the semester. Be sure to regularly check the listed hours opportunities; as they will be 
updated by the directors. Here is a short list of groups that often meet throughout the semester: 

●! Keep Coyote Creek Beautiful 
●! South Bay Clean Creeks Coalition 
●! Grassroots Ecology 
●! San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory 
●! Our City Forest 
●! UC Master Gardeners, Santa Clara County  
●! California Native Garden Foundation 
●! Santa Clara Open Space Authority  

 
If you find a group that you would like to volunteer for or whose events you would like to 
attend during the semester, please make sure to get the approval from the Faculty Advisor 
before volunteering with them or attending their evens.  
 
ERC Member Expectations 
All ERC students should have a professional approach to the ERC. You are representing a non-
profit organization that works towards improving sustainability by educating the campus 
community.  Here are expectations for all ERC members: 

"!
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                Class Schedule  
                  (may be amended with fair notice) 

Week In Class Activities  
(The Plan for the Class) 
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Week 16: 

Mon., May 9: Group Work – 


