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San José State University 

School of Social Sciences, Department of Environmental Studies  

ENVS 190 Advanced Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), Spring 2022 

Course and Contact Information  

Instructor:   Ada E. Márquez 

Office Location:  On-line 

Telephone Main Office: (408) 924-5450  

Email:    ada.marquez@sjsu.edu   

Office Hours:   Zoom: Wednesdays 7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Lecture Day/Time:  Thursdays 4:30 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. (In-Person) 

Lab Instructor:   Philip Higgins 

Lab/Activity hours/week:  Off Campus In-Person and On-Line 

Classroom:   Dudley Moorhead Hall Room 164 



https://library.sjsu.edu/student-computing-services/student-computing-services
https://library.sjsu.edu/student-computing-services/student-computing-services
/learnanywhere/campus-resources/study-resources.php
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362023-System-Requirements-for-PC-Mac-and-Linux
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362023-System-Requirements-for-PC-Mac-and-Linux
https://sjsu.instructure.com/
/ecampus/software-tools/teaching-tools/canvas/student-resources/index.php
/it/services/collaboration/software/instructions.php
/ecampus/software-tools/teaching-tools/video-creative/adobe/students.php
https://portal.office.com/
https://portal.office.com/
http://as.sjsu.edu/asptc/index.jsp
http://as.sjsu.edu/asptc/index.jsp
https://library.sjsu.edu/services/services
https://library.sjsu.edu/services/services
https://library.sjsu.edu/student-computing-services/student-computing-services-center
https://library.sjsu.edu/student-computing-services/student-computing-services-center
https://library.sjsu.edu/student-computing-services/student-computing-services-center
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1. Students will be given a complex project to complete an environmental impact assessment, by using the 

most current scientific peer-reviewed literature, grey literature produced by practitioners in the field, 

applying EIA practices and government standards, and environmental/regulatory thresholds. (LO 3) 

2. Students will demonstrate skills in analysis, report writing and presentation in word processing, 

spreadsheet, and presentation software, as well as an ability to locate and interpret data from a variety of 

database sources to create maps and other important information. Students will prepare a project report and 

a presentation to comply with (AB) 617 and CEQA for a community located in San Jose, CA. (LO 4) 

3. Students will undertake community service project(s) that contribute to democratic institutions and 

promotes sustainability; and allow them to apply knowledge gained in their academic program. (LO 3 

and LO 4) 
 

 

Texts and Readings  

Required  

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). (2021). Statute and Guidelines. Association of Environmental 

Professionals. (AEP) Provided FREE at https://califaep.org/statute_and_guidelines.php 
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https://califaep.org/statute_and_guidelines.php
https://www.califaep.org/statute_and_guidelines.php
https://www.califaep.org/statute_and_guidelines.php
https://www.califaep.org/statute_and_guidelines.php
https://solano.com/pages/e-books
https://solano.com/collections/featured-titles/products/practical-ceqa-a-stepwise-guide-to-california-environmental-quality-act-compliance
https://solano.com/collections/featured-titles/products/practical-ceqa-a-stepwise-guide-to-california-environmental-quality-act-compliance
http://opr.ca.gov/
https://www.califaep.org/
https://ceqaportal.org/
https://www.law.berkeley.edu/library/
http://digitalcommons.law.ggu.edu/gguelj/all_issues.html
https://www.apacalifornia.org/
https://ceq.doe.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/nepa
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
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/senate/docs/F15-7.pdf
/senate/docs/F15-7.pdf
/studentconduct/
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ENVS 190 emulates the CEQA’s process and timeline. Per CEQA’s Statutes and Guidelines, all environmental 

documents are required for submittal within regulations’ timeline. Therefore, the instructor must enforce the same 

stringent requirements of meeting deadlines. We are also practicing being professionals.  

 

1. Originality and honesty: It is appropriate to cite others’ work extensively, with attribution. It is never 

appropriate to use other authors’ language or ideas, from the web or from written documents, as though they 

were your own. If you have any questions about appropriate citation, please talk to me personally or write 

me a note. Misuse of written material can result in course failure. 

2. Readings: Please expect to attend all Zoom lecture/discussions and complete all readings before the class 

period. Students are expected to actively participate in learning. Attend each class, as the lectures will contain 

material that is not in your book. In addition, part of your grade is based on in-class activities. In-class 

assignments cannot be made-up. 

3. Late Assignment Policy: All assignments are due at the beginning of class on the deadline date. Late 

assignments will be considered ONLY for legitimate circumstances, when arranged in advance, or with a 

doctor’s memo.  

4. Draft documents: As in real impact assessment, the drafting process and public presentation are taken very 

seriously. First draft documents are worth more than double final drafts. In addition, I will not accept 

documents after the due date. All individual and group work will be due at the beginning of class via 

Turnitin.com. 

5. Safe Classroom: We are all learning together here. Questions and comments are welcome. In addition, 

mutual respect and cooperation are fundamental.  

 

Citation Required 

Formal papers are required to use the general APA Guidelines. General Format // Purdue Writing Lab  

Additional instructions provided via Canvas.  
 

Assignments and Grading Policy 

Grading will be based on the following (Total 100%): 

 

 Deliverable of Volunteer Project site for Community Service (25%) According to our Department’s 
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https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html
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/aars/forms-resources/late-drops.php
/advising/
/president/docs/PD_1997-03.pdf
/aec/
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Counseling and Psychological Services The SJSU Counseling and Psychological Services is located on the 

corner of 7th Street and San Carlos in the new Student Wellness Center, Room 300B. To schedule an 

appointment or learn more information, visit the Counseling and Psychological Services 

website at sjsu.edu/counseling. 

 

SJSU Cares Students experiencing challenges meeting their basic needs including, but not limited to, access to 

food, shelter, and a safe space are encouraged to contact SJSU Cares. Students who feel that their class 

performance may be affected by these challenges are encouraged to notify their professors, if comfortable doing 

so. Faculty members may be able to provide flexibility within the course for students working with a case 

manager.  

 

 

/counseling/
/sjsucares/
https://native-land.ca/
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ENVS 190 Advanced  EIA  

This schedule is subject to change with fair notice. I will provide at least one week notice if I need to move the 

topics or readings. With the rapid changes of environmental and health events, flexibility and adaptability are 

important.  

Course Schedule 

Week Date Lectures Readings/Deliverables (complete before 

class) 

https://rosefdn.org/ceqas-role-in-housing-environmental-justice-climate-change/
https://rosefdn.org/ceqas-role-in-housing-environmental-justice-climate-change/
https://rosefdn.org/ceqas-role-in-housing-environmental-justice-climate-change/
https://rosefdn.org/ceqas-role-in-housing-environmental-justice-climate-change/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/01/25/2021-01765/protecting-public-health-and-the-environment-and-restoring-science-to-tackle-the-climate-crisis
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/01/25/2021-01765/protecting-public-health-and-the-environment-and-restoring-science-to-tackle-the-climate-crisis
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/01/25/2021-01765/protecting-public-health-and-the-environment-and-restoring-science-to-tackle-the-climate-crisis
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/01/25/2021-01765/protecting-public-health-and-the-environment-and-restoring-science-to-tackle-the-climate-crisis
https://climateassessment.ca.gov/
https://ww3.arb.ca.gov/cc/scopingplan/scopingplan.htm
https://ww3.arb.ca.gov/cc/scopingplan/scopingplan.htm
https://environment.transportation.org/resources/practitioners-handbooks/addressing-air-quality-issues-in-the-nepa-process-for-highway-projects-practitioners-handbook/
https://environment.transportation.org/resources/practitioners-handbooks/addressing-air-quality-issues-in-the-nepa-process-for-highway-projects-practitioners-handbook/
https://environment.transportation.org/resources/practitioners-handbooks/addressing-air-quality-issues-in-the-nepa-process-for-highway-projects-practitioners-handbook/
https://environment.transportation.org/resources/practitioners-handbooks/addressing-air-quality-issues-in-the-nepa-process-for-highway-projects-practitioners-handbook/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.trd.2020.102442
https://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/environment/warehouse-best-practices.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/environment/warehouse-best-practices.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/environment/warehouse-best-practices.pdf
https://environment.transportation.org/past-event/handbook-18-addressing-air-quality-issues-in-the-nepa-process-for-highway-projects/
https://environment.transportation.org/past-event/handbook-18-addressing-air-quality-issues-in-the-nepa-process-for-highway-projects/
https://environment.transportation.org/past-event/handbook-18-addressing-air-quality-issues-in-the-nepa-process-for-highway-projects/
https://environment.transportation.org/past-event/handbook-18-addressing-air-quality-issues-in-the-nepa-process-for-highway-projects/
https://environment.transportation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/ph18_addressing_air_quality_issues_nepa_highway_projects.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/schools/best-practices-reducing-near-road-pollution-exposure-schools
https://www.epa.gov/schools/best-practices-reducing-near-road-pollution-exposure-schools
https://www.epa.gov/schools/air-resources-healthy-school-environments
https://www.epa.gov/schools/air-resources-healthy-school-environments
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/community-air-protection-program/community-air-protection-blueprint
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r586QxUG2Og
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r586QxUG2Og
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r586QxUG2Og
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r586QxUG2Og
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r586QxUG2Og
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https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/community-air-protection-program/community-air-protection-blueprint
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/community-air-protection-program/community-air-protection-blueprint
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/community-air-protection-program/community-air-protection-blueprint
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/capp-blueprint
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/capp-blueprint
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/capp-training
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/capp-training
https://youtu.be/6Z76mGBc17A
https://youtu.be/6Z76mGBc17A
https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen/report/calenviroscreen-40
https://youtu.be/byKyyVNlM8A
https://ceqaportal.org/topic_papers.cfm
https://www.spur.org/publications/spur-report/2017-04-20/rethinking-corporate-campus
https://www.spur.org/publications/spur-report/2017-04-20/rethinking-corporate-campus
https://www.spur.org/publications/spur-report/2017-04-20/rethinking-corporate-campus
https://www.opr.ca.gov/docs/20200715-PHK_TA.pdf
https://www.opr.ca.gov/docs/20200715-PHK_TA.pdf
https://www.opr.ca.gov/docs/20200715-PHK_TA.pdf
https://www.opr.ca.gov/docs/20190208-TechAdvisory-Review_of_Housing_Exemptions.pdf
https://www.opr.ca.gov/docs/20190208-TechAdvisory-Review_of_Housing_Exemptions.pdf
https://www.opr.ca.gov/ceqa/technical-advisories.html
https://www.opr.ca.gov/ceqa/technical-advisories.html
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/departments-offices/transportation/planning-policies/vehicle-miles-traveled-metric
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/departments-offices/transportation/planning-policies/vehicle-miles-traveled-metric
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/departments-offices/transportation/planning-policies/vehicle-miles-traveled-metric
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/departments-offices/transportation/planning-policies/vehicle-miles-traveled-metric


https://www.vta.org/programs/congestion-management-program/technical-resources#accordion-vehicle-miles-traveled-analysis-of-land-use-projects
https://www.vta.org/programs/congestion-management-program/technical-resources#accordion-vehicle-miles-traveled-analysis-of-land-use-projects
https://www.vta.org/programs/congestion-management-program/technical-resources#accordion-vehicle-miles-traveled-analysis-of-land-use-projects
https://www.vta.org/programs/congestion-management-program/technical-resources#accordion-vehicle-miles-traveled-analysis-of-land-use-projects
https://www.vta.org/programs/congestion-management-program/technical-resources#accordion-vehicle-miles-traveled-analysis-of-land-use-projects
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/SMAQMDFriantRanchFinalOct2020.pdf
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/SMAQMDFriantRanchFinalOct2020.pdf
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/SMAQMDFriantRanchFinalOct2020.pdf
http://www.airquality.org/Businesses/CEQA-Land-Use-Planning/CEQA-Guidance-Tools
http://www.airquality.org/Businesses/CEQA-Land-Use-Planning/CEQA-Guidance-Tools
http://www.airquality.org/Businesses/CEQA-Land-Use-Planning/CEQA-Guidance-Tools
https://www.epa.gov/nepa
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/documents/nwl-implementation-draft
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/documents/nwl-implementation-draft

