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San José State University 
College of Social Sciences / Environmental Studies 

ENVS 297, Research and Proposal Development, Spring 2022 

Instructor: Will Russell 

Office Location: Washington Square Hall 115B 

Email: will.russell@.:  

mailto:will.russell@sjsu.edu


https://sites.google.com/sjsu.edu/thesisdissertationguide2021-22/thesis-and-dissertation-guide
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1spBFiI82rn9MLFEYzhT_stzX4ep-po4H-sWtKwFH_UY/edit
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html
https://apastyle.apa.org/
https://www.publish.csiro.au/wf/forauthors/AuthorInstructions
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For this assignment upload a brief biographical introduction (200-300 words maximum).   
Be sure to include your thesis topic and the names of your thesis committee members. 

Thesis Proposal Elements– Prior to the submission of the complete thesis proposal, the 
following sections will be reviewed as separate documents (fig. 1).  
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Problem Statement 
In this section you will present a concise statement (< 3 pages) of the central problem 
leading to your specific research objectives, questions, and hypothesis. 

 
Research Questions/Objectives and Hypotheses 
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annotations completed by mid-semester.  All references should be 
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Class Participation 

Attendance  
You are required to attend every class meeting unless you are ill or have an emergency.  If 
you need to miss class for either of these reasons e-mail me as promptly as possible 
especially if you are expected to present that week. 

Peer Reviews 
Participation in the review of fellow students is an essential part of this course and is 
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Methods 5 
Peer reviews 10 
Annotated Bibliography 10 
Article Presentations 10 
Proposal Defense 10 
Final Proposal 20 
Total 100 

Grading Rubric 

Level of Completion Grade 
C

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
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Course Schedule 

This outline is subject to change. Attend class regularly to stay current. Readings for class 
meetings are to be completed before you come to class.  
 

Date Topic Readings Assignments Due 

 1/31 

Introductions 
Thesis Topic and 

Committee 

Article TBA 
Thesis and 
Dissertation 
Guide and SJSU 
Thesis Guidelines 

Personal Introduction 

2/7 
Peer Reviews 

Article Presentations 
Article TBA Annotated Bibliography (10 

annotations) 

2/14 
Peer Reviews 

Article Presentations 
 
Article TBA 

Motivation and Scope  
 

2/21 

Peer Reviews 
Article Presentations 

Article TBA Annotated Bibliography (20 
annotations) 
Motivation and Scope (final) 

2/28 
Peer Reviews 

Article Presentations 
Article TBA 
 

 Front Pages 

3/7 

Peer Reviews 
Article Presentations 

Article TBA 
 

Annotated Bibliography (30 
annotations) 
Front Pages (final) 

3/14 
Peer Reviews 

Article Presentations 
Article TBA 
 

Literature Review 

 
 

 ss ss

https://sites.google.com/sjsu.edu/thesisdissertationguide2021-22/thesis-and-dissertation-guide
https://sites.google.com/sjsu.edu/thesisdissertationguide2021-22/thesis-and-dissertation-guide
https://sites.google.com/sjsu.edu/thesisdissertationguide2021-22/thesis-and-dissertation-guide
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1spBFiI82rn9MLFEYzhT_stzX4ep-po4H-sWtKwFH_UY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1spBFiI82rn9MLFEYzhT_stzX4ep-po4H-sWtKwFH_UY/edit
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Date Topic Readings Assignments Due 

5/9 

Research Proposal 
Defenses 

 

  

5/16 

Research Proposal 
Defenses 

 

 Full Proposals Due 
 

 


	Instructor:

