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Required Texts  

• Boo, Katherine. 2014. Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, Death, and Hope in a 
Mumbai Undercity. ISBN: 9780812979329 

• brown, adrienne maree. 2017. Emergent Strategy: Shaping Chang, Changing Worlds. 
ISBN: 9781849352604 

• Giridharadas, Anand. 2019. Winners Take All: The Elite Charade of Changing the 
World. ISBN: 9781101972670 

• Haidt, Jonathan. 2006. The Happiness Hypothesis: Finding Modern Truth in Ancient 
Wisdom. ISBN: 9780465028023 

• Subramaniam, Mathangi. 2019. A People’s History of Heaven. ISBN: 978-1-61620-
758-8 

• Zizek, Slavoj. 2021. Pandemic!: Chronicles of a Time Lost. ISBN: 978-1509549078 
• Throughout the course, there will also be required readings posted on Canvas. 
• Optional Texts:  

o Becker, Howard S. and Richards, Pamela. 2007. Writing for Social Scientists: 
How to Start and Finish Your Thesis, Book, or Article, 2nd Edition. ISBN: 
9780226041322 

o Zizek, Savoj. 2020. Pandemic!: COVID-19 Shakes the World. ISBN: 978-1-509-
54610-7. 

Course Requirements and Assessment 
 
Participation and Class Discussion and In-Class Written Assignments: (15%) (GELOs 
1,2,3,4,5)Participation will make up a significant portion of your grade. If you do not attend 
class, you will miss out on opportunities to earn participation points. Participation is 
essential to active learning and to the learning process in general. Participation includes 
but is not limited to being engaged in small and large group discussions, bringing materials 
to class, focusing on the task at hand instead of, for example, other classes or your phone, 
and essentially contributing to the learning process of our discussion-style classroom. 
Occasionally, there will also be in-class writing assignments, to test your knowledge of the 
readings.  
 
Participation is especially important for presentations by guest speakers and for in-
class workshops on your peers’ research and writing. Students will also be asked to 
lead class discussions  (ig)6
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o Final Presentation: As a conclusion to the course, you will present on your 
final research topic to your classmates.  

 

Final Website/Portfolio (25%) (GELOs 1,2,3,4,5) This final website will reflect your 
personal brand and include blog posts based on materials from this course, as well as a 
section highlighting your past work at San Jose State (5 best research papers). There will be 
a mid-term check-in on your website before Spring Break.  

Final paper of 20-25 pages (25%)(GELOs 1,2,3,4,5) In a final paper for the course, write a 
major research paper that is the summation of your studies at San Jose State.  

 

Assignment Percentage 
Participation/Discussion 15% 
Short Paper Assignments 25% 
Final Paper Assignments 10% 
Final Paper and Website 

  

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F13-1.pdf


Page 6 of 13 
GLST 179: Capstone Seminar in Global Studies, Sec. 1, Spring 2022  

with mechanics, please visit the Writing Center in CL 126. It is your responsibility to do so 
if you know your writing skills aren’t quite up to snuff. On occasion, I may return a paper to 
you and ask that you visit the WC, then resubmit, if there are serious errors that impede 
meaning or show a lack of effort. 

Classroom Protocol 

Sensitivity: Because of this course’s focus on global issues, we will sometimes discuss 
difficult, polarizing, or controversial issues and concepts. I do not expect you to all have the 
same perspective on these issues, nor do I expect you to come to the same conclusions I 
have. What I do expect is that you listen to and respond to differing opinions, from both me 
and your classmates, with respect and an open mind. Do not disparage other classmates or 
their ideas; engage with each other in a productive manner. This class is a place for open 
discussion, and we do not have to agree—but we must try to understand each other. Keep 
an open mind, and you might be surprised how your view of the world changes. 
 
Canvas: You must have access to Canvas to participate in this class. All supplementary 
readings, videos, etc., that are not in the course textbooks will be posted on Canvas, in 
addition to copies of assignments, the syllabus, and more. Some weeks, we may not use 
Canvas at all, but we will rely on it heavily during other weeks. Periodically, I will post 
important announcements, so please check Canvas frequently.  
 

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S90-5.pdf
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Dropping and Adding 

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drop, 

http://www.sjsu.edu/provost/services/academic_calendars/
http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/
http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-7.pdf
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require students to be absent from class. It is the responsibility of the student to inform the 
instructor, in writing, about such holidays before the add deadline at the start of each 
semester. If such holidays occur before the add deadline, the student must notify the 
instructor, in writing, at least three days before the date that he/she will be absent. It is the 
responsibility of the instructor to make every reasonable effort to honor the student 
request without penalty, and of the student to make up the work missed.  See University 
Policy S14-7. 
 
SJSU Writing Center  
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GLST179 - Capstone Seminar in Global Studies, 
Spring 2022, Course Schedule 

This schedule is subject to change with fair notice so please check Canvas for latest course 
information. Readings listed are for that day’s class.  

 

Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, 
Deadlines 

1 2/1 Syllabus Day! 
Who’s your instructor? And who is in the class?  
 
Readings:  

• “The Promise” by C. Wright Mills [On Canvas] 
• Juergensmeyer, M. “What is global studies?” [On Canvas] 

 
2 2/8 Presentation from LinkedIn: Best Practices for using LinkedIn and Building Your 

Network 
 
Presentation by Umayr Sufi. Umayr is a Community Development Specialist for 
Microsoft, and often presents in the community on how to best utilize Microsoft 
products like LinkedIn.  
 
**PLEASE DRESS PROFESSIONALLY FOR HEADSHOTS IF YOU DO NOT 
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Assignment: Book Review of Pandemic!: Chronicles of a Time Lost 

 
7 3/8 Guest Speaker: Jeff Rangel, Palo Alto Networks 

Mr. Rangel will share his expertise and knowledge about working in the field of 
Corporate Social Responsibility. Mr. Rangel is the Sr. Director of Global 
Corporate Responsibility at Palo Alto Networks, headquartered in Santa Clara, 
CA.  
 
For the second half of the course, you will have a crash course on Narrative 
Interviewing Methods. 
 
Assignment Due: Annotated Bibliography  
 
Reading:  

  Review the following on Palo Alto Networks’ Corporate Social Responsibility:  
• Diversity and Inclusion 
• In the Community 
• Code of Ethics 

 
Also Read: “Community Social Capital and Corporate Social Responsibility” by 
Chun Keung Hoi, Qiang Wu and Hao Zhang in Journal of Business Ethics [On 
Canvas]  
 
“Qualitative Research Methods: Interviewing as a way of learning and knowing.” 
By Johanna Rivano Eckerdal in the Journal of the European Association for 
Health Information and Libraries [On Canvas] 
 
“Introduction to Qualitative Interviewing” by Svend Brinkmann from Qualitative 
Interviewing: Understanding Qualitative Research [On Canvas] 
 

8 3/15 Presentation on a Law Career: Luke Liss, Attorney at Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & 
Rosati 
 
Mr. Liss works at Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati, a law firm based in Palo 
Alto. He is part of the Pro Bono Legal Counsel.  
 
 
 

9 3/22 Discussion of Behind the Beautiful Forevers and A People’s History of Heaven 
 
Discussion: Behind the Beautiful Forevers and A People’s History of Heaven 
 
 
Readings:  

• Behind the Beautiful Forevers by Katherine Boo 
• A People’s History of Heaven by Mathangi Subramanian 
• The Problem with Fixers by Priyanka Borpujari 
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2004. pp 715-722. [On Canvas] 
 

 
Assignment Due:  

• Emergent Strategies Review 
 

15 5/3 Final Presentations 
16 5/10 Final Presentations 
17 5/20 Final Paper and Website are Due 
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