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Minimum Technology & Technology Skills: You are required to have access to reliable computer technology, 
internet and up to date software/antivirus.  You must have basic computing skills and know how to use the internet, 
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preliminary research into the topic, construct a hypothesis, create a hypothetical research study and how they would 
analyze their results.  

 

Analyze Human Population Graphs 
Students are given graphical representations of human population data and instructed to apply the scientific method to 
answer questions about the measurements and graphical data such as: What are the factors that have influenced 
human population change through time, what factors account for the differences that currently exist among countries, 
and examining the ability to quantify the changes in our population versus our impact on resources and ecosystems.  

 
Analyze Your Energy Use Assignment 
Students are asked to calculate their personal energy usage through an online tool that asks a series of lifestyle 
questions. Once they are finished, they receive a composite score, which is then used to drive the assignment. 
Students are asked to analyze their results and apply them to the impact on the planet if every person used as much 
energy as they do, as well as how energy consumption directly and indirectly impacts the global environment.  

 
Literature Review Paper  
This assignment, worth 100 points, assesses how well students have learned to “identify and analyze important 
global challenges, including their positive and negative aspects, and the significant interactions among them” (CLO 
#2) while using the methods of science and knowledge derived from current scientific inquiry in life or physical 
science to question existing explanations. Students prepare a literature review paper that examines an important 
global topic from a life science perspective.  

 
▪ GELO #2 – Demonstrate ways in which science influences and is influenced by complex societies, including 
political and moral issues. This GELO is assessed using the Literature Review Paper, the student created Oral 
Presentation Video assignment, and embedded exam questions. These assignments address GELO #2 in the 
following specific ways:  
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of the assignments every week. If you cannot complete any of the assignments as specified in the guidelines, including 
weekly discussions, contact the Instructor as soon as possible to discuss the situation.  If there are bona fide, documented 
reasons (such as emergency, illness, death of a loved one) for not completing an assignment, we will do our best to identify 
a reasonable solution for resolving the situation in a timely way. 

V1%W?1"4'J1?:6&'X'M!MN''
SJSU classes are designed such that in order to be successful, it is expected that students will spend a minimum 
of forty-five hours for each unit of credit (normally three hours per unit per week), including preparing for class, 
participating in course activities, completing assignments, and so on. More details about student workload can 
be found in University Policy S12-3 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-3.pdf. 
 
University policy F69-24 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F69-24.pdf states, “Students should attend all 
meetings of their classes, not only because they are responsible for material discussed therein, but because 
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(with +/-) will be determined using the following scale (standard rounding rules apply where .1-.49 is rounded down, .5-
.99 is rounded up): 

%  
A+ = 98 - 100 
A  = 92-97 B- = 80-81 D+ = 65-
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time and priorities, which are particularly critical to succeed in on-line courses that don’t require regular in-person 
attendance. 

▪ Study Skills – Academic success involves more than viewing assigned lectures and/or covering assigned readings.  
Students should develop the skills and habits to focus on really understanding difficult material, which requires the 
ability to take good notes and synthesize points from the different resources we are using in this course. 

▪ Netiquette - As we will be interacting online with one another, it is of the utmost importance that all of our 
communications are done in a respectful manner. There is a zero-tolerance policy for any inappropriate language, hate 
speech, or personal attacks of any kind 
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speaker’s) permission to make audio or video recordings in this class.  All recordings are the intellectual property of the 
instructor (or guest speaker); you have not been given any rights to reproduce or distribute the material.  Course materials 
developed by the instructor (or guest speaker) are the intellectual property of the instructor (or guest speaker), as well, and 
cannot be shared publicly without his/her written approval.  Overall, you may not publicly share or upload instructor-
generated material for this course such as exam questions, lecture notes, or homework solutions without formal instructor 
consent.  Such permission allows the recordings and materials to be used for your private study purposes only. 
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